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TUNE IN TO 
CLOCKS AND CLOUDS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 14TH AND 
SUNDAY MARCH 21ST FOR 

THE BIOGRAPHY OF A 
REVOLUTIONARY MUSICAL 


INSTRUMENT: 
THE TURNTABLE. 


AN OUTDATED RELIC TO 
SOME, IT IS STILL THE 
TECHNOLOGY THAT FIRST 
ALLOWED THE MASS 
REPRODUCTION OF SOUND. 
IT WAS THE MOST POPULAR 
AUDIO MEDIUM BEFORE 
CDS, iT 1S THE 
CORNERSTONE OF D! 
CULTURE, AND HAS BECOME 
THE PLAY-THING OF THE 
AVANT GARDE. THE HOSTS 
OF CLOCKS AND CLOUDS 
CHRIS AND JOHN TRACE THE 
ADVENTURES OF THE 
HUMBLE RECORD PLAYER 
THROUGH JOHN CAGE TO 
HiP HOP, CHRISTIAN 
MARCLAY AND EVEN 
PRINCE. 


LISTEN T0 
CLOCKS AND CLOUDS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 14TH AND 

SUNDAY, MARCH 21ST 
AT 11:00PM HERE ON 
CISR FM88.5 
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ON THEGOWER 


In law school, just about the first thing you learn in your first- 
year Company course is that, under the law, a corporation is 
regarded as a legal person. For law students, that principle is 
simply a leap of faith they have to perform if they want to ace 

their finals, but for filmmakers Mark Achbar and Jennifer Abbott, 
it was the springboard for the stunning new documentary The 
Corporation, which psychoanalyzes our society's dominant 
institution—and discovers that it’s insane ¢ 45 


When | fall asleep, 
| nearly die 
thousands of 
times a night ¢ 6 


Big John Bates is 
a Voodoo child 


The plié’s the thing © 
for Neve Campbell 
in The Company 
° 43 


three 
dollar 
bill 


By RICHARD BURNETT 


The emperor’s new clothes 


I've always considered men’s fashion 
titan Harry Rosen to be far more 
refreshing than that other Canadian 
fashion guru, Montreal-born Steven 
Cojocaru, who, quite frankly, is as dis- 
posable as Rosen is timeless. 

| was reminded of that a few days 
ago at a press luncheon to view Rosen’s 
private collection of men’s wear dating 
back to the 1950s. But I’ve liked Mr. 
(“Call me Harry”) Rosen since | first met 
him at another luncheon he hosted sev- 
eral years earlier. When | asked him then 


how on earth the Eaton’s empire could 
crumble so, Rosen basically echoed an 
old Jewish saying, which | paraphrase: 
“The grandfather builds it, the children 
make the business grow and the grand- 
children run it into the ground.” 

After working in a clothing factory 
and then in a quality men’s wear store, 
22-year-old Harry Rosen and his brother 
Lou “scraped together” $500 as a down 
payment on a small Toronto store back 
in 1954. The rest, as they say, is history. 

This year Rosen, now 72, is celebrat- 
ing his 50th year in the men’s wear biz 
and was recently deemed one of the 50 
most fascinating people in men’s wear 
by American Trade magazine. “If you had 
told me at the time | might be around 
50 years later running a small shop with 
a satisfied clientele, that’s likely enough,” 
Rosen says. “But | must say, to earn the 
credibility and respect people seem to 
have for our past and reputation—that 
indeed is life’s greatest reward.” 

Coming from most folks, such a 
statement may seem a tad, well, full of 
shit. But Rosen is the real thing. And 
along the way many of his staffers have 


been fabulously gay men who've left 
their mark on the company (and con- 
sequently on hot-looking straight men) 
from coast to coast. “They weren’t as 
identifiable [as gay] in the beginning,” 
Rosen explains. “They were more 
inhibited about their state and didn’t 
care to be public about it.” 

But the influence of gay men has 
shaped the modern-day metrosexual, a 
term coined by British cultural critic 
Mark Simpson in 1994. “The term 
‘metrosexual’ may be useful but it’s:not 
a phenomenon,” Rosen says. “It’s the 
natural outgrowth of metropolises, 
sophisticated cities with great urban 
settings and [an accompanying] sensi- 
bility that has become more accepting 
of things, like gay life, around them. 
Those realities of life were always there. 
Now they can be dealt with openly.” 

Rosen says he was no metrosexual 
when he was a young turk. (“I had to 
learn it all.”) So he knows a thing or two 
about educating straight men about the 
virtues of style. “As a general rule,” he 


SEE PAGE 9 
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He shoots, 


In less than seven 
hours, | snored 
4,402 times! 


By STEVEN SANDOR 


“This is how it is with insomnia. Every- 
thing is so far away, a copy of a copy 
of a copy. The insomnia distance of 
everything, you can’t touch anything 
and nothing can touch you.” —Chuck 
Palahniuk, Fight Club 


ers. I can still remember being kept 

up at night as a child by my par- 
ents’ snoring. Despite the fact that 
they slept in another room with 
both their door 
and my door 
closed, their nasal 
rumblings were 
powerful enough to turn me into an 
unwilling child insomniac. 

More than 20 years later, I beat 
my parents hands-down. Friends 
shudder at the thought of my crash- 
ing on their couches for fear I'll keep 
them up all night. I went on two 
road trips last year, which meant 
sharing hotel rooms; my roommates 
moaned on and on about just how 
badly I snored. One of my tripmates 
once awoke from his slumber yelling 
“Stop snoring!” at me even though I 
was already awake and reading the 


[= from a family of severe snor- 


FEATURE 


paper. My snoring was so bad that it 
had gotten into his head—he was 
actually having nightmares about it. 

I live in fear of maybe one day 
finding that Mrs. Right and waking 
up that very first morning to the 
sight of her red-eyed and shaking 
with frustration, horrified by the 
sonic assault I’d unleashed upon her 
the night before. I’ve had this prob- 
lem for years and it’s become some- 
thing of a joke among people 
who've heard me sleep. But over the 
past year, my sleep problems got 
worse than snoring to beat the band. 
I noticed that I often woke up with 
scratches, bruises and small cuts. 

On more than a few occasions, I 
woke up in a panic, choking. Then, 
one night right before Christmas, I 
: was awakened by 
the sensation of 
being suffocated, 
and when my first 
few attempts to draw breath did 
nothing to clear my blocked throat, I 
began to hop around my darkened 
bedroom, for a split second contem- 
plating whether this was where it 
would all end and how embarrassing 
a death it would be. Finally, with a 
rasp that sounded like a muffled 
trombone, I managed to draw air 
and, after a few minutes, other than 
a sharp pain in my throat, I was 
comforted by the realization that I 
was not going to die that night. 
STILL, FOR TWO NIGHTS after the 


incident, I didn’t sleep well at all. I 
tossed and turned, worried that if I 
totally gave into sleep, the choking 
would return. That scare, along with a 
regular tremor in my right arm that’d 
been bothering me for a month or 
two, convinced me to go see my doc- 
tor. After hearing my sleep tales, he 
concluded that I likely had a problem 
greater than snoring; in fact, he said, 
it was likely that I had sleep apnea. 

What is sleep apnea? According 
to the American Sleep Apnea Associ- 
ation, it’s a condition whose suffer- 
ers “stop breathing repeatedly 
during their sleep, sometimes hun- 
dreds of times during the night and 
often for a minute or longer.” There 
are three types of sleep apnea: 
“obstructive” apnea is a windpipe 
blockage caused by anything from 
fat to enlarged tonsils to relaxed soft 
tissue in the back of the throat; 
“central” apnea is caused when the 
brain stops sending signals for 
breathing when the sufferer is 
asleep; and a small percentage of 
people have a mix of both central 
and obstructive symptoms. 

“Apnea” is a Greek word that 
means “out of breath.” Many people 
who snore loudly don’t realize that 
they may also have a serious medical 
problem. Someone who suffers from 
sleep apnea may have their breath- 
ing interrupted hundreds of times 
each night. That means they’re not 
getting the refreshing REM sleep 
they need and often go through day 
after day feeling lethargic. 

Untreated, sleep apnea can cause 
high blood pressure and other car- 
diovascular disease, memory prob- 
lems, weight gain, impotency and 
headaches, according to the ASAA. 
“Moreover,” the association says, 
“untreated sleep apnea may be 
responsible for job impairment and 
motor vehicle crashes. Fortunately, 
sleep apnea can be diagnosed and 
treated. Several treatment options 
exist, and research into additional 
options continues.” 


AS SOMEONE WHO IS overweight 
and has a large neck—two of the key 
contributing factors behind sleep 
apnea—I was a prime candidate. So 


bissiai 


my doctor recommended I go to 
Sleep Medix, a private clinic in 
Edmonton that specializes in the 
diagnosis and the treatment of the 
condition. First, we had to make sure 
that my doc’s initial diagnosis was 
indeed correct. During my first 
appointment at Sleep Medix, I was 
given a monitor to take home—a 
hose with ends inserted into my 
nostrils would measure my breath- 
ing patterns, a finger monitor would 
sense my blood oxygen levels and a 
microphone taped just above my 
sternum would record my snoring. 
All of these sensors were hooked up 
to an electronic black box. 

When the diagnosis came back, I 
was surprised. I knew that I had a 
snoring problem, but nothing like 
this. I was asleep for a total of six 
hours, 45 minutes and six seconds. 
In that time, I snored 4,402 times. 
During the night, the monitors 
sensed 143 respiratory disturbances 
in my sleep. The average person’s 
blood oxygen readings should be at 
over 90 per cent; my readings actual- 
ly dipped to the 75 per cent level. 

Positive for sleep apnea on all 
counts. 

Sleep apnea is not rare. It’s twice 
as likely for a male to suffer from the 
condition than a female and it usu- 
ally strikes patients over 40 years of 
age (even though I’m only 32). The 
ASAA estimates that 12 million 
Americans have been diagnosed 
with the disorder, while another 10 _ 
million likely have it and have never 
seen a doctor about their snoring. 
Canadian research on sleep apnea is 
not as thorough as it is in the United 
States, but it’s safe to say that if the 
disorder affects fewer than one in 10 
Americans, we cam assume 4 similar 
ratio exists among Canadians as 
well, since we tend to lead the same , 
unhealthy lifestyles as our neigh- , 
bours to the south. ; 

Sleep apnea is not the only disor- , 
der that can keep someone from get- , 
ting a good night's rest. In fact, it’s , 
not as common as good old insom- ,, 
nia or as interesting as narcolepsy, .- 
the disorder made famous by the late - 


co 
SEE PAGE 10 | 
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VUE 
NEWS 


TRADE 
Pork-barring politics 


WINNIPEG—Since | can’t really think 
of a snappy, interesting way to intro- 
duce this news item, I’ve instead draft- 
ed a little play. Enjoy! 


U.S. TRADE OFFICIAL #1: Sir, we’ve 
just received reports from Washington 
saying the President is very upset that 
we failed to start a new trade dispute 
with Canada next week. 

U.S. TRADE OFFICIAL #2: What? 
We didn’t? Are you sure? But we have 
a reputation as the most frustrating 
trade partner on the planet to uphold! 
Quick, Eric, think of something! 

U.S. TRADE OFFICIAL #1: Okay, 
uh, let’s see. We’re already imposing 
ridiculously high tariffs on wheat, 
beef, softwood lumber and cheese 
sticks, right? What the hell else does 
Canada have? 

U.S. TRADE OFFICIAL #2: Hmm. 
They have igloos, right? We could 
impose a barrier on all imports of hard- 
packed blocks of snow. Or, uh, like, 
wolverines. | saw a picture of one of 
those on a postcard in Toronto once. 

U.S. TRADE OFFICIAL #1: No, 
you're an idiot. How about pork 
imports? We hate pigs. 

U.S. TRADE OFFICIAL #2: Yeah. 
Yeah! By God, Eric, you’ve done it 
again, you frustrating genius. [They 
clink cognac snifters.] 


Wasn’t that fun? And also accurate? 
You bet it was; according to a report 
by Reuters earlier this week, Canadian 
pork producers will be the latest 
exporters to feel the squeeze at the 
American border if a new challenge by 
U.S. pig farmers proves successful. 

Last Friday, the National Pork Pro- 
ducers Council filed a complaint with 
the U.S. government accusing Canadi- 
an farmers of dumping subsidized 
hogs over the border, thereby forcing 
prices down. The group claims that 
the Canadian government's whole- 
farm income insurance program is 
helping farmers export hogs at cut- 
rate prices, and as such, U.S. hog pro- 
ducers want to impose duties of up to 
20 per cent on Canadian exports 
starting August 12. 

Naturally, the latest border blockade 
has many a Canadian exporter rolling 
their eyes, claiming that the U.S. is just 
unhappy with any trade arrangement 
that benefits Canada. 

In reality, Canadian hog farmers 
have gone through three years of 
terrible returns on their product 
thanks to high fee costs and a sur- 
prisingly healthy Canadian dollar; 
only recently did exports start to 
boom, seeing 7.3 million pigs wad- 
dle across the border last year, up 35 
Per cent from 2001. But. since this 
increase comes at a time when U.S. 
farmers are losing money for whatev- 
er reason, it is likely the case will 
Proceed. —Curls BouTet 


CHILDHOOD OBESITY... 


FOOD 
Not-so-Big Macs 


CHICAGO—As part of its recovery plan 
to dig out from under 2002's record 
financial losses, the world’s largest 
restaurant chain continues to fight the 
notion that its fare has contributed to 
obesity problems around the planet. 

Corporate heads at McDonald’s 
have introduced a new “light” menu 
and brought more salads and yogurt 
into their restaurants since the compa- 
ny restructured itself in the wake of its 
poor financial performance. 

Now McDonald’s has announced 
that it will stop selling super-sized fries 
and pop at its American restaurants. “This 
core menu, which has been under devel- 
opment since 2002, simplifies our menu 
and restaurant operations and provides a 
balance of choices for our customers,” 
McDonald’s American spokesperson Walt 
Riker told the Associated Press. “A compo- 
nent of this overall simplification, menu 


and balanced lifestyle strategy is the. 


ongoing phase-out of the supersize fry 
and the supersize drink options.” 

The company has long been a target 
of frivolous lawsuits from customers who 
blame their obesity on the fat content of 
McDonald's Big Macs, fries and shakes. 
Last year, two high-profile suits against 
McDonald's were tossed out of American 
courts. And the company is the target of a 
new documentary film, Super Size Me—a 
hit at the recent Sundance Film Festival\— 
in which filmmaker Morgan Spurlock 
chronicles the alarming effects of living 
solely off McDonald's food for a month. 

But while McDonald’s will stop 
using the word “supersize” in its Cana- 
dian restaurants, it will not discontinue 
the extra-large fries and pop options 
here as it has done in the United 
States. “If you go into a McDonald's in 
Canada you will not see the word 
‘supersize,’” Bill johnson, the president 
and CEO of McDonald's Canada, told 
Canadian Press. “It’s your choice, when 
you come to the restaurant. If you offer 
the choice, that’s key.” —STeven SANDOR 


MEDIA 
CanCon vs. Godzilla 


VictoriA—Concerned that Paul Mar- 
tin is considering loosening foreign 
ownership restrictions on Canadian 
media sources, numerous culture and 
labour groups gathered together in 
Victoria earlier this week to launch a 
country-wide campaign against any 
such proposal. 

According to a report by the Cana- 
dian Press, private business interests in 
Canada are pushing the Liberals to 
ease foreign ownership rules to allow 
them to sell their businesses to interna- 
tional buyers. Apparently, the Liberals 
are giving the proposal serious 
thought, specifically looking into abol- 
ishing restrictions on foreign owner- 
ship of Canadian cable companies. But 
media groups are worried that doing 
so would only be the beginning, and it 
wouldn't be long before “open sea- 
son” was declared on the entire Cana- 
dian media and broadcasting industry. 
About 160 people attended the launch 
of the campaign, which will involve 
public meetings across Canada and 
plans to stop in the hometowns of 
every western member of the Martin 
cabinet to drum up support. 

“What the loosening of domestic 
ownership requirements would mean 
would be that essentially we’d be work- 
ing for the Americans.and telling other 
people's stories and not our own,” said 
Steve Waddell, Alliance of Canadian 
Cinema Television and Radio Artists 
spokesman, in an interview with CP. 

lan Morrison, spokesman for 
Friends of Canadian Broadcasting, 
agreed. “The federal government has 
protected Canadian media and com- 
munications from foreign control for 
over 80 years. All we're basically asking 
is for them to continue to do so,” he 
said. “The public interest is served by 
our media being in Canadian hands, 


so that Canadian stories are told by 


Canadians, and | think the public gen- 
erally understands that.” —Curis Bouter 


HEALTH 


Report Canadian healthcare 
system “not sustainable” 


OTTAWA—Now here’s some news that 
should make Ralph Klein happy: a 
study put forth by the Conference 
Board of Canada has found that, in its 
current state, the healthcare system in 
Canada is “not sustainable.” 

According to the report from the 
independent Ottawa think-tank, the feder- 
al healthcare system, which currently costs 
taxpayers $121 billion a year, will require 
an increase of more than $5 billion a year 
from here on out just to maintain the 
existing quality of service. That means a 
4.1 per cent boost to federal spending, 
more than double the current rate of infla- 
tion. However, the study suggests that 
increased funding is not the answer, as the 
amount of money required seems unreal- 
istic; instead, Canada should be rethinking 
the system we currently have. 

“Some provinces could spend in 
excess of 50 per cent of their budgets 
on healthcare by 2020, just as the 
demographic bulge of Canadian 
seniors start to pass through the sys- 
tems,” the conference board report 
said. “This challenge cuts to the heart 
of medicare—the belief that healthcare 
is a public good for all who need it, 
regardless of their ability to pay.” 

Of course, some feel it should come 
as no surprise that the report's findings 
are so in line with the Klein cabinet’s 
healthcare goals; the report was com- 
missioned for Alberta Health and Well- 
ness and funded in part by the provincial 
government, after all. Nonetheless, Klein 
denies that these facts swayed the 

rd’s findings in any way. “They can 
have all the doubts they want, but the 
conference board is a highly respected 
and very credible organization,” Klein 
said in an interview with the Canadian 
Press. “I think it points out what we have 
been saying all along, that money is not 
the solution, it’s part of the puzzle, but 
that substantial reform needs to take 
place.” —Cnris Bouter 


Vue 
point 


By T.J. MAIR 


No more Mr. De-Iice Guy 


As Edmonton’s pre-spring freezing 
and thawing cycle plays havoc with 
city streets and sidewalks, I'm remind- 
ed of a conversation | had the other 
week while walking past a business in 
my neighbourhood. | saw a guy sprin- 
Kling what looked like blue salt on the 
sidewalk near the entrance. When | 
asked about it, he reached into his 
bucket and scooped out a handful. 
“Don’t worry,” he said as pellets trick- 
led through his fingers. “This stuff 
ain't salt—this is a chemical!” 

Without pointing out that salt is a 
chemical, | asked what it was. 
“Qikjoe,” he replied. After | said (with 
some piety, admittedly) that | doubt- 
ed it was good for the environment, 
he said, “I'd rather wreck the environ- 
ment than get my ass sued off.” 

For the average maintenance guy 
or homeowner/renter, the short-term 
repercussions of having one’s ass sued 
off can indeed seem more pressing 
than latent environmental Armaged- 
don. He can’t really be blamed for 
thinking, “Will these pellets of Qikjoe 
really destroy the earth?” 

| decided to research QikJoe, a 
de-icing agent marketed with claims 
that you may never have to shovel 
again. Give me convenience or give 
me death, as the Dead Kennedys 
say. Manufactured by Dow Chemi- 
cal, Qikjoe is actually calcium chlo- 
ride (CaCl). It’s used for snow and 
ice removal, dust control, ready-mix 
concrete and agriculture. CaCl is 
corrosive to brass, aluminum, mild 
steel and ferrous metals. (Living 
creatures are carbon-based, so we're 
safe.) Yet Qikjoe doesn’t biodegrade, 
shouldn’t get into sewers, causes irri- 
tation to the skin, eyes and respira- 
tory tract and should never be 
‘swallowed. A mask and gloves 
should be worn during application. 
and clean-up. (Which begs the ques- 
tion, who ever cleans it up?) 

Apparently there’s also a “HID- 
DEN WEIGHT LOSS CONNECTION!” 
A link to Dow's website claims that 
through “the ingestion of CaCl... a 
person can lose 14 pounds in only 
seven days!” All that shoveling I’ve 
done hasn’t helped my paunch and 
the guy spreading Qikjoe was quite 
slim—maybe | should just get some 
Qikjoe, sit back on my et 
skinny ass and relax. ‘ 

CaCl is healthy in low doses, 
although I'm reminded of the recent _ 
fluoride poisoning scare near Agri- 
um’s Fort Saskatchewan fertilizer 
"plant, which led to cattle — 
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Continued from page 4 


says, “| find gay men have a better sense 
of colour and how things work together. 
Straight men are certainly more inhibit- 
ed when it comes to fashion. | don’t 
think they feel quite as confident about 
clothes. They feel more insecure whereas 
gay men outwardly are [more] able to 
express themselves with less inhibition. 

“Straight men have to overcome this 
idea that grooming themselves and look- 
ing good is not the masculine thing to 
do,” he continues. “The one thing I’ve 
found in breaking that down is getting 
them to trust that someone who has the 
intention of making them look good and 
dealing with them as an individual and 
understanding what their limits are, how 
far can you take them today and how far 
you can take them tomorrow.—they have 
to stand in front of a mirror and say that 
was time and money well spent. When 
you get these men to release their inhibi- 
tions and become more accepting of 
fashion, | believe they feel more complete 
and enjoy their lives more.” 

Which is what gay men have been 
saying for years. (Which reminds of a 
great pick-up line this cute guy used 
on me at a house party when | told 
him | thought his shirt was divine: 
“Maybe you'll be lucky and find it on 
the floor next to your bed in the morn- 
ing.” But | digress.) 

“So-called metrosexuals don’t have 
to be narcissistic,” Rosen says. “He just 
enjoys feeling good about himself 
whether he wears cosmetics or cologne.” 

There is a price for acceptance, 
though. While men are buying fewer 
suits today (the average number of suits 
a man owned in 1954 was six, compared 
with four nowadays), they’re spending 
more on the ones they do buy. A suit cost 
$60 back in 1954. Today that same suit 
will set you back roughly $1,000. 

But as any self-respecting homo 
will tell you, looking good is money 
well spent. After all, the last thing any- 
one wants is some bottle-blond telling 
you, “Oh yes, you'll blend beautifully 
into the background.” 

For saving Canadian men from 
suffering such an indignity, we thank 
you, Harry. © 
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The next voice you hear... 


You say there’s no such thing as bad 
publicity? Tell that to the new federal 
Alliance-Tory party. 

A recent neo-Tory radio ad attacked 
PM Paul Martin for using Barbados as a 
tax dodge. By reflagging the vessels of 
his Canada Shipping Lines empire as 
Barbadian, Mr: Slash-and-Slush dodged 
paying taxes at the same time he was 
forcing Canadians to tighten their belts 
into corsets, so he could tum the result- 
ing surplus into tax cuts for the wealthy. 


Chance. A ns 


Okay, what's the problem? Oh— 
the ad’s subject may have been Barba- 
dos, but its narrator used a very 
obviously Jamaican accent. 

Caribbean-Canadians weren’t exact- 
ly hopping in cabs to go buy Conserva- 
tive memberships afterwards. As the 
Globe and Mail reported on February 
26, “The Conservative Party has landed 
in hot water with Canada’s Caribbean 
community [for the ads that] Liberals 
characterized as amateurish and ‘mock- 
ing’ of Barbadians.... ‘The tone of voice | 
thought was sort of mocking,’ said Basil 
Blackman, a past president of the 
National Council of Barbadian Associa- 
tions of Canada.... The ad is narrated by 
an individual with a deep Caribbean 
accent and includes the sound of steel 
drums in the background performing 
the song ‘Yellow Bird.’ The man wel- 
comes listeners to Barbados, ‘a carefree 


land of sun, sand and two per cent cor- 


m 


porate income tax. 
The Alliance-Tories didn’t grok the 
fuss. According to interim leader Grant 
Hill, “There is a group of Canadians that 
should be insulted... the individuals that 
have paid the taxes that our prime min- 
ister has managed to [avoid] offshore.” 
True, but Hill sidesteps the very issue 
that’s plagued his Alliance party since its 
origins: cultural insensitivity on a par 
with the Cleveland Indians. And speak- 
ing of Indians... well, we'll get to that. 
Edmonton-Strathcona MP Rahim 
Jaffer complained that the Liberals 
were merely “playing the race card.” 
It’s typically dismissive language in pol- 
itics and big media—a Tuesday CBC-TV 
story on Aboriginal rappers used the 
expressions “race card” or “Native 
card” at least five times. How 
myopic—and misleading—to attempt 
to discredit all discussion of race as a 
“card” to be played. Imagine tobacco 
moguls complaining about the “cancer 
card,” or date rapists complaining 


about the “law card.” But even if the 
new Tories didn’t understand how 
they'd offended people, they under- 
stood they had to pretend they did, 
which is why they’ve withdrawn the 
ads, apparently without an apology. If 
one is forthcoming, it will be interest- 
ing to see whether the “sorry” is for 
what they actually did, rather than for 
“offending anyone.” 

And what about “Indians”? Leader- 
ship also-runner Tony Clement fired on 
vanguard Stephen Harper for letters 
signed by him addressed to First Nations 
groups wishing them a fond “India 
Day”—the national day of the world’s 
second most-populous country. (Gee, 
who knew?) “You built another wall,” 
accused Clement, “that... divide[s] our 
nation and divide[s] our party.” ; 

Dr. Gamal Abdel-Shehid, professor 
of Sport and Culture at the University of 
Alberta, wasn’t surprised. As for his stu- 
dents, who are analyzing race at length, 
“There wasn’t really much surprise 
among [them],” he says. “They know 
that Canada isn’t a multicultural par- 
adise.” The neo-Tory gaffe reveals that 
the neo-Tories have “no real under- 
standing of social difference in Canada 
as it relates to non-white people.” 
Rather than blaming Harper directly, 
Abdel-Shehid says the error “must be 
structural. | don’t know what Canada 
they’re living in. This is 630 CHED kind 
of stuff... [an attitude suggesting] all 
black people are the same [or that] 
there’s no difference between Sikhs 
[and] Muslims.” The Barbados ad’s text 
reinforces the notion of the Caribbean 
as “the playground of white folks.” 

Stephen Harper's finger-pointing at 
his staff over the India Day mess seems 
fair. Nobody really expects party bosses 
to write (or even read) the hundreds of 
“howdy” letters they sign bearing their 
names. But that’s actually more damn- 
ing of the new Conservative entity. A 


foolish leader would be one thing, but 
why are high-priced “intel” staff-so out- 
of-touch they’re practically amputees? 
You'd think they might've read a paper 
or something since Columbus made 
the same mistake 512 years ago. 
Apparently their cultural: sensitivity 
needs an upgrade from 1492. 

Sadly but not surprisingly, corporate 
media such as The Globe and Mail, The 
National Post and 940 News AM (Mon- 
treal) have repeated the crypto-Alliance 
offence, consistently missing the point 
of inter-Caribbean national diversity. 
They all used the phrase “thick 
Caribbean accent.” It’s like saying that 
Sean Connery has a “thick European 
accent.” Excuse me? Which accent? 
That’s the whole point! A Jamaican _ 
accent to discuss Barbados? Are “all 
them Island coloureds” just the same? 
Imagine a major party broadcasting an 
ad on St. Patrick’s Day with an “Irish” 
narrator in a Cockney, Scottish or Alaba- 
man voice, and media calling it a “thick 
White accent.” It's inconceivable, unless 
you switch the colour. 

A similar display of cultural igno- 
rance recently occurred on the TV med- 
ical drama ER during a multi-part story 
about Chicago doctors rendering med- 
ical service in the Congo War. A brave 
choice for U.S. network TV; sadly, 
Congo apparently doesn’t have a single 
black doctor. That aside, the producers 
scored the episodes with music by 
world-famous vocalist Youssou N’Dour. 
But hey—he’s Senegalese! His vocal © 
style and language are as un-Congolese 
as you can get. Imagine a film about 
the siege of Stalingrad scored to the 
music of Edith Piaf or Julio Iglesias. It'd 
never happen. Even when the inten- 
tions are good, it seems, the “darkies” 
are hard to tell apart. O 


Malcolm Azania is NDP candidate for 
Edmonton-Strathcona (Federal). 
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Continued from page 6 


Riv@mpPhoenix’s character in Gus Van 
Sant’s cult film My Own Private Idaho. 
But far too many people who suffer 
from these conditions don’t realize 
that they’re recognized medical con- 
ditions and never tell their doctors 
about their sleep patterns. Like 
apnea, these other sleep disorders can 
cause a variety of daytime problems 
from overall fatigue to heart.prob- 
lems to emotional instability. 


INSOMNIA HAPPENS to all of us. 
We've all lost a night's sleep worrying 
about a test the next day or anticipat- 
ing a stressful day at work. But when 
insomnia lasts longer than a month, 
that’s when it’s time to seek out med- 
ical help. Because that’s when insom- 
nia becomes “chronic,” and it’s a clue 
that something else might be wrong 
with you, from depression to a kid- 
ney problems to a hyperthyroid. 
Short-term insomnia can usually be 
attributed to stress, but long-term 
insomnia is generally a symptom ofa 
much larger problem. 

Narcolepsy, unlike straight 
insomnia or sleep apnea, is not that 
common. Research from Stanford 
University’s world-famous sleep clin- 


_ ic estimates that only one in every 


2,000 people is narcoleptic. “The dis- 
ease is principally characterized by a 


permanent and overwhelming feel- 
ing of sleepiness and fatigue,” states 
a Stanford University research paper. 
“Other symptoms involve abnormal- 
ities of dreaming sleep, such as 
dreamlike hallucinations and finding 
oneself physically weak or paralyzed 
for a few seconds.” , 

Because narcoleptics do not 
receive proper, refreshing REM sleep, 
their sleep patterns can be horribly 
disturbed. Stanford’s research has dis- 
covered that narcoleptics often suffer 
from “sleep paralysis,” a condition in 
which the victim comes out of sleep 
but is unable to move. Such paralysis 
is often accompanied by hallucina- 
tions, in which a dream unfolds while 
the patient is in the semi-awake para- 
lytic state. These hallucinations, 
which are often called “night terrors,” 
have been identified as the root of 
many paranormal investigations, 
from alien abduction to bedtime visits 
from the devil himself. © 

Narcoleptics often suffer from cata- 
plexy as well. During the day, extreme 
emotions cause the patient's muscles to 
buckle and they can collapse or simply 
pass out—just like in My Own Private 
Idaho. “Typically, the patient’s knees 
buckle and may give way upon laugh- 
ing, elation, surprise or anger,” explains 
SU’s research. “In other typical cata- 
plectic attacks, the head may drop or 
the jaw may become slack. In severe 
cases, the patient might fall down and 
become completely paralyzed for a few 


seconds to several minutes. Reflexes are 
abolished during the attack.” 


CONSIDERING THE DANGERS of 
narcolepsy, being diagnosed with 
sleep apnea seems like such a minor 
matter. After my diagnosis was con- 
firmed, I returned to Sleep Medix, 
where I was given a Respironics 
REMstar, a Continuous Positive Air- 
way Pressure (CPAP) machine, to test 
for four days. The machine is a small 
pump with an electronic brain that 
measures airflow down the windpipe 
and automatically adjusts air pres- 
sure to ensure that the airway is not 
blocked during the night. 

Each night of the trial, I put on a 
mask that fit snugly over my nose 
with a series of Velcro straps. A hose 
connected the mask to the CPAP 
machine. The machine: pumped air 
into my nose, with the constant 
pressure not allowing my airway to 
close or constrict. At first, it was an 
awfully odd feeling to feel a constant 
rush of wind through the nostrils. 
And whenever I opened my mouth a 
whoosh of air came out. 

So it looks like it will be a bit of a 
trade-off. My snoring will be curbed 
but I’ll have to wear a mask on my 
face, I will be Hannibal the Cannibal 
night after night. But the constant 
rush of air down my throat will 
ensure that no choking sensation 
will stir me in the middle of the 
night ever again. O 
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By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


The bard is John Leppard 


The regional rounds of the third annual 
CBC Poetry Face-Off are underway in 
14 Canadian cities, with 70 poets com- 
peting from Whitehorse to St. John’s. 
Edmonton chose John Leppard as this 
year’s winner on February 12 at 
O’Byrne’s on Whyte in a playoff involv- 
ing Alice Major, Naomi Mcilwraith, 
Myrna Garanis and Pierrette Requier. 
How does this showdown work, you 
wonder, and keep from becoming a bar 
brawl? This year, CBC producers invited 
Stroll of Poets members to audition with 
a poem on the theme of “belonging.” 
Five finalists were chosen from the 17 
participants and the winner was deter- 
mined by the technical impartiality of 
an applause-measuring sound meter. 

A three-year veteran of the Stroll 
and a member of the Raving Poets, 
Leppard found himself right at home 
in the informal bar setting. “The chal- 
lenge is to reach every ear in the bar,” 
he says. “Early on, | started to memo- 
rize my stuff rather than read it, so | 
never have to break contact with the 
audience. When | perform, | try to 
mentally connect with the image or 
person who inspired the poem.” In this 
case, Leppard’s winning poem, 
“Endangered Species,” was inspired by 
Doug, an octogenarian friend he made 
at a Jasper Avenue coffee shop. 

Growing up a self-described jock, 
Leppard became a junior high phys-ed 
teacher. A teaching position with a 
drama component and acting courses 
at the Citadel opened up a creative 
world that led to poetry. Leppard likes 
the experimentation that the Raving 
Poets inspire, but he also values poetry 
rooted in tradition. “I call the poetry | 
do ‘photo poetry,’” he says. “When | 
see an image | drop everything, pull 
the car to the side of the road and write 
it. It’s a spontaneous, almost magical 
process where the writing just flows. | 
then put the poems away in a drawer 
to let it cook and pare down later. Most 
of it comes out fully formed.” 

The winning regional performances 
will be broadcast between April 19 and 
22 on Sounds Like Canada, after which 
an online vote by listeners will deter- 
mine a national winner on April 30. 
The pressure is on for Leppard. Last 
year, Edmonton poet Mary T. MacDon- 
ald, who published her first poetry col- 


lection at the age of 85, won the 
national competition. 


An exercise in Trust 


Away from the egos and press releases 
that flutter around the high-wattage fall 
literary prizes, the Writers’ Trust of Cana- 
da awards have consistently brought 
important books to public attention. 
This year, Edmonton writer Jacqueline 
Baker's A Hard Witching and Other Stories 
was shortlisted for the fiction prize. In 
the nonfiction section, one of the nomi- 
nees was /f This Is Your Land, Where Are 
Your Stories?: Finding Common Ground by 
U of T comparative literature professor J. 
Edward Chamberlin. A fascinating medi- 
tation on stories and our faith in them, 
the book is also an argument towards a 
broader understanding of how stories 
can be used to find a new kind of com- 
mon ground between peoples. 

Chamberlin takes pains to show 
that stories are not only narrative, but 
are present in constitutions, scientific 
accounts and song lyrics. “I think hymns 
and mathematics share a character with 
stories,” he observes. “That is, the deep 
commitment to contradiction, to being 
true and not true at the same time. If 
they make that kind of radical demand 
on belief, if they believe it and not 
rather than believe it or not, then there 
is story.” If This Is Your Land ranges 
effortlessly between cowboy songs (his 
grandfather worked on the Cochrane 
Ranch), the works of Northrop Frye and 
the Delgamuukw case (in which Aborig- 
inal oral history was recognized as evi- 
dence in court), Rastafarians and the 
Khoisan people of the Kalahari. 

Chamberlin’s distinguished career 
has been characterized by the cross- 
fertilization of academic disciplines and 
political and cultural spheres. His first 
book, The Harrowing of Eden: White 
Attitudes to Native Americans (1975), 
led him to work on the Mackenzie Val- 
ley Pipeline Inquiry and on native land 
claims in North America, Africa and 
Australia. He started out, remarkably 
enough, in mathematics. He came 
close to a nervous breakdown trying to 
understand calculus’ inherent contra- 
dictions: how a limit can both stop and 
never stop at the same time, and the 
practice of squaring the circle. After 
realizing that mathematics and scientif- 
ic theory were both predicated on a 
wonder and mystery that catches you 
up in belief, he gravitated to the study 
of literature. 

“We are uneasy with uncertainty 
and contradiction and yet we are part 
of it all the time,” Chamberlin says. 
“We make use of pictures of atoms and 
DNA, things that nobody has ever 
seen. We sing goofy national anthems 
or we say creeds filled with all sorts of 
unbelievable things, and in that 
moment, in the company of others, we 
believe them.” © 
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By DAVID YOUNG 
ano JOHN TURNER 


Last week’s action for the Edmonton 
Oilers went into overtime for three 
straight games. The Oilers tied St. Louis 
1-1, beat Chicago 4-3 in extra time and 
tied Calgary 1-1. And after six seasons 
with Edmonton, Tommy Salo is no 
longer an Oiler. 


John: The trade deadline has passed 
and Edmonton has strengthened its 
team by trading away Tommy Salo. | 
don’t want to get to down on Salo 
because he had a few good years here 
and he actually wanted to play in 
Edmonton, but he did struggle this 
season and probably cost the Oil a few 
games. The trade was probably the 
best thing for his career. Edmonton 
also acquired Petr Nedved from the 
Rangers this week and they're paying 
next to nothing to have-him play here. 
I’m still not convinced that they’re 
going to make the playoffs, but at least 
this will give them a chance. 

Dave: This chance to make the 
playoffs will loom over us until there 
are only two or three games left—then 
we'll realize it’s too late and Calgary 
will be in the playoffs and we won't. 
And just to make things worse, the 
Nashville Predators will be in the post- 
season tournament and the Oilers 
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won't. It’s not really that bleak. The 
gap between the Oilers and the 
eighth-place St. Louis Blues was only 
five points as of Wednesday morning. 

John: The Oil are undefeated since 
the Nedved deal and they've actually 
played quite well the last few games, 
even though they really needed to win 
and managed only a couple of draws. 
Nedved looked like ‘12 fit right in when 
they played in St. Louis and Edmonton 
came back after being down a goal to 
earn one point. 

Dave: With Nedved in the fold, 
we may even see a new spark out of 
Radek Dvorak. The two Czech-mates 
played together in New York and 
looked good on a line together in St. 
Louis. Thanks, Glen Sather, for pick- 
ing up the tab on this one. | imagine 
Bistro Praha thanks you too. The 
Czech restaurant downtown has 
always been a destination for the 
NHL players from that part of the 
world and now Edmonton boasts one 
more Czech player—and a very rich 
one at that. But, like Todd Bertuzzi’s 
self-control, Nedved’s stay in Edmon- 
ton will not last long. He’s unlikely to 
be signed by Edmonton after this sea- 
son wraps up. 

John: Edmonton beat Chicago in 
overtime but this was the game when 
it became clear that Salo would be 
leaving. Edmonton was up 3-2 when 
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Tommy let in a weak backhand from 
about 40 feet out. After that, | just got 
the feeling that he wouldn’t be around 
much longer. Thank God that Stoll 
scored the overtime winner because 
the Oil couldn’t afford a loss to a team 
as bad as the Black Hawks. 

Dave: Once the name Jussi 
Markkanen was once again pencilled 
in on the Oilers roster, it became 
clear that Tommy Salo was on the 
way out. But Colorado? Salo is being 
pegged as the backup goalie to David 
Aebischer. That may not last. Salo’s 
first full season in Long Island was 
impressive—then his numbers 
dropped. His start in Edmonton after 
being traded was great too—then his 
play slumped. Maybe a change of 
scenery is all Salo needs. 

John: The battle of Alberta 
turned out to be an entertaining 
game, even though it was a low-scor- 
ing 1-1 draw. The pace of the game 
was fast and Edmonton put in as 
good an effort as I’ve seen them this 
year. It’s too bad they didn’t get the 
win but at least they didn’t lose. But 
next week we should have a better 
idea of whether this team will be 
playing this post-season or not. 
Although | think their chances are 
better than Todd Bertuzzi’s. 

Dave: Bertuzzi’s little stunt was 
one of the most cowardly and selfish 
things I’ve ever seen in hockey. I’m 
glad I’m not a Canucks fan or some- 
how Id have to find a justification for 
a bonehead move like that. Hockey 
players should be impressing fans 
with great shots and breakneck 
speed, not cheap shots and breaking 
a guy’s neck. © 
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BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE 

7331-104 St. * 433-0091 

5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) * 460-2222 
The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills 
the air, and the East Coast music in the 
background makes me feel as though 
I've been suddenly transported to the 
Rock. I’m searching for the words to 
describe the dining area, a compact sec- 
tion featuring artistic depictions of fish 
and unsurprisingly, lighthouses. Then it 
hits me: "rustic oceanic atmosphere.” 
(Okay, so that’s what it says on the 
menu. So sue me.) Speaking of menus, 
I'm loving the Lighthouse’s lunch edi- 
tion. The level of sophistication is greater 
than I'd anticipated, what with the red 
Peruvian trout and Cajun prawn pizza. 
And the dinner menu is even more in- 
depth, featuring a list of stuff that makes 
my mouth water—paella, Hawaiian big- 
eye tuna, bouillabaisse and California 
striped bass with a mandarin fennel 
glaze. Very nice. And the wine list seems 
reasonably priced, too—| see a bottle of 
Australian Rosemount shiraz-cabernet is 
$23 and | know the same bottle will run 
you about $14 or so in the liquor store, 
so Billingsgate obviously isn’t going crazy 
with the markup. Being the soup junkie 
that | am, | start off with a small bowl of 
lobster bisque. The lovely orange mix- 
ture is described as having been pre- 
pared in the traditional French style, with 
cognac, cream and rich lobster broth. 
Topped with some finely chopped fresh 
parsley, it’s incredibly flavourful. Rich yes, 
but it doesn’t weigh me down at all, 
which is good because | have a pickerel 
fillet on the way. (Note: you can get a 
bigger portion of the bisque as a meal. | 
saw one come out of the kitchen. Huge.) 
"That’s a good choice," the server tells 
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__ meas | order the fish, prepared in a tan- 


gerine butter and served with green 
apple relish. The large, colourful plate 
features the northern Alberta pickerel, a 
side of rice and a medley of vegetables. 
Not just your cheap, run-of-the-mill veg- 
gies, either, but a mix of red pepper, 
snow peas, zucchini, cauliflower, broc- 
coli, carrots and squash. The pickerel is 
good and tender, the white meat flaking 
apart as you gently prod it with the fork. 
I’m missing something, though. And 
unfortunately, it doesn’t dawn on me 
until later that there was no green apple 
relish on the side. Damn. It would’ve 
tasted great with the pickerel... which is 
probably why it appears on the menu in 
the first place, right? Still, | douse the fish 
with some lemon and it's just fine. Aver- 
age Price: $$$ (Reviewed 11/13/03) 


CAFE ORLEANS 

12208-Jasper Ave * 452-3160 

The menu at Café Orleans has a wide 
variety of standard N’awlins-style 
food, which always turns my culinary 
crank. Kate starts with a spicy chicken 
salad, while | can’t take my eyes off 
the chicken and sausage gumbo. A 
cup is $4.95 but the bowl costs just a 
buck more, and I’ve always been a 
sucker for the upsell. I’m soon having 
second thoughts about my decision, 
but not because the gumbo isn’t sat- 
isfactory—on the contrary, the thick, 
hearty, ultra-spicy mix is a real atten- 
tion-getter, leaving my nose a little 
runny and my nasal passages incredi- 
bly clear—but strictly because of its 
size. | take a few big swigs of my Buf- 
falo draft to combat the lingering 
burn. The spicy chicken salad is gen- 
erally a hit too, the crunchy candied 
pecans offering a textural balance 
with the tender, fiery chicken. One 
small beef about the salad: the 
orange vinaigrette is on the watery 
side and pools up on the bottom of 
the plate. Somewhere in the middle 
of the evening, it feels as though the 
ceiling is caving in. We speculate 
wildly as to what’s going on until | 
remember that Arthur Murray’s is 
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directly overhead and Fridays are 
apparently a big night in Edmonton’s 
dance class scene. The pounding sub- 
sides quickly and before | know it, our 
blackened lamb rack and rice and 
beans are at the table. The lamb, 
served with a cinnamon-flavoured 
sauce, is awesome—tender and per- 
fectly medium rare with that strong, 
distinctive taste. As for the rice and 
beans... well, it’s not the vegetarian 
dish | had imagined, what with the 
pieces of smoky-tasting sausage 
accompanying it. Not that | have a 
problem with that. We’ve already 
decided that the bread pudding is a 
must. It’s a relatively light and deli- 
cious version of the renowned sweet, 
unlike the horrible clump of dense 
bread | sampled a few years back at 
one of the more popular downtown 
steakhouses. Average Price: $$-$$$ 
(Reviewed 02/16/04) 


DARIEN’S COCKTAILS 

AND FINE FOODS 

5552 Calgary Trail South (Plaza 55) ° 
439-8675 

Darien puts a lot of serious effort into his 
wings. He tells me his exclusive mix of 
spices for the various flavours on the 
menu is completely secret—he doesn’t 
even tell the kitchen staff what they con- 
sist of. The variations are numerous: 
BBQ, honey garlic, teriyaki, salt and pep- 
per, lemon and pepper, Cajun. Then 
you get into the heat: there’s mild, 
medium and hot, and then you cross 
over into an entirely different realm with 
Chernobyl, Meltdowns and the mack 
daddy of ‘em all, the Thermo-Nuclear 
Meltdowns, which are served with—no 
word of a lie—plastic gloves and a waiv- 
er. Our group discusses wing protocol 
and decide that the six of us will go with 
some of the tamer varieties before we 
jump into a couple dozen Chernobyls 
and then a dozen Thermo-Nuclear Melt- 
downs. We safely dance through the 
preliminary round but fear grips the 
table in anticipation of the killer wings 
to come. We all sign the waiver, where- 
upon Darien brings-the wings over per- 
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What's fawook yon he? 


How | turned 
my kitchen into 
an imitation of 
my favourite 
Lebanese eatery 


By DAVID DiICENZO 


always fascinated me. Rich Little 

was certainly the king in that 
department, though you have to 
give serious credit to underappreci- 
ated SCTV man Dave Thomas, the 
only guy in the world who even 
attempted to do Bob Hope. | caught 
the bug myself at an early age. And 
most of my childhood buddies 
would argue that I went way over- 
board with my incessant recitation 
of Eddie Murphy’s blue shit from 
the Raw album. 

I'm still a mimic. Sometimes I do 
voices, but most of my copycatting 
these days is done in the kitchen. I 
eat something I like and I try to 
recreate it, occasionally to great 
effect. Other times, not so much. 

Just recently, I was thumbing 
through a few cookbooks looking 
for a healthy meal when I decided 
to make some Lebanese food. I put 
the book aside, though, because I 
knew nothing in it would come 
close to matching the mouth-water- 
ing shish tawook (pita sandwich) 
and fattoush salad I used to enjoy at 
La Luna, a music venue back home 
that to my mind also served the 
best Lebanese in the city. Like any 
good impressionist, I did some 
research. I was aware of all the 
ingredients contained in the deli- 
cious Middle Eastern chicken wrap, 
but I needed to unearth the secret 
to the creamy sauce that binds the 
whole thing together. 

So I called La Luna. 

“Hey, this is kind of a weird 
request,” began my lame pitch to 


p:::; who do impressions have 


the kitchen guy. “I used to come to 
your place all the time but now I 
live out of town and wanted to 
make a shish tawook at home. Do 
you think you might be able to 
please tell me what goes into the 
sauce?” 

Initially, Selin seemed skeptical 
but he warmed up and spilled the 
beans. “Tahini, lemon, salt and gar- 
lic,” he said. 

“That's all?” I asked, amazed that 
four simple items are responsible for 
paving the way to heaven. 

“That's all.” 

I thanked him—profusely—and 
ducked right out to the grocery 
store. I grabbed a beautiful bag of 
fresh mint and tomatoes at the 
Chinese Superstore and then 
stopped by Planet Organic for the 
tahini (a sesame seed paste) and 
radishes. Though I’m indifferent to 


that particular root vegetable, La 
Luna puts it in the fattoush and I 
wanna be accurate. I was already 
home when I realized that I had 
forgotten the pickles. So back out I 
went because honestly, the pickles 
add more than you might think to 
the sandwich. 


1 MARINATED a few boneless, skin- 
less chicken breasts in olive oil, 
lemon and garlic and then tossed 
them on the indoor grill with a few 
shots of fresh ground black pepper. 
While they cooked away, I started 
on the sauce. Easy stuff, man. I 
grated a large clove of garlic into a 
small bowl with about half a cup of 
the thick tahini, then added the 
juice of a lemon and a pinch of salt 
and, although Selin didn’t mention 
it, I whipped in some olive oil to 
thin it out. 

It was definitely potent. 

Fattoush is a tremendous salad, 
one of my all-time favourites. I 
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began by mixing tomato wedges, 
cucumber and radish slices, a 
Romaine lettuce heart and a good 
dose of chopped mint and parsley. 
My version of the dressing contains 
olive oil, lemon juice and white 
wine vinegar. (I was tempted to ask 
Selin about that too, but I didn’t 
want to push it.) But what makes the 
fattoush so divine is the crispy pita 
mixed in. La Luna used to deep-fry 
theirs but I sacrificed some flavour 
for health purposes, opting to bake 
mine instead. 

I placed two warmed whole- 
wheat pitas on aluminum foil 
sheets and began building the shish 
tawooks. I spread out some of the 
garlicky sauce, placing a generous 
amount of the grilled chicken 
chunks on top and then adding 
pickle slices and diced tomatoes. 
Mine requires a dash of hot sauce. I 
wrapped them up but I was sorely 
lacking in technique—by the time 
you were ready for the last couple 
bites of the shish tawooks at La 
Luna, the tight foil wrap was almost 
like a little cup, allowing you to 
drink down the remainder of the 
tahini mixture. Like a kid at a stop- 
light, I’d always look both ways to 
make sure the coast was clear before 
I had a swig. (You just can’t waste 
the remnants for something as 
superfluous as etiquette.) 

I didn’t manage to recreate the 
sandwich to perfection, but I was 
definitely in the neighbourhood. 
The salad was clean and invigorat- 
ing, with a real nice balance in tex- 
ture and taste—chunky veggies, 
crispy pita and an obvious freshness 
thanks to the sweet mint and pars- 
ley, while the tang of the dressing 
enhanced everything. Our shish 
tawooks weren't bad either. The nut- 
tiness of the sauce provided an ideal 
complement to the grilled chicken. 
And I was totally glad I went back 
out for pickles. 

Overall, I’d say my impression of 
Selin was pretty good. © 
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sonally. (He’s the only one who makes 
the Thermo-Nuclear Meltdowns, by the 
way.) | can’t say I’ve ever smelled such a 
scent—it’s reminiscent of death. We suit 
up with the gloves and John goes for it. 
Steve does the same soon after, and fol- 
lowing a helluva lot of deliberation, | 
munch on a drummie. How to describe 
the taste? Well, John, immediately 
begins to sweat. Steve is making alarm- 
ing sounds I’ve never heard him make 
and I’m genuinely scared for him. As for 
me, the burn is beyond anything I’ve 
ever experienced before. Tears flow from 
my eyes and saliva builds up in my 
mouth at a sickeningly quick pace. 
Thankfully, we had milk with us, which 
was one of Darien’s tips. Water and beer 
only add to the pain, he told us—a little- 
known fact that you’d do well to keep in 
mind if you’re masochistic enough to try 
a Thermo-Nuclear Meltdown yourself. 
Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 03/04/04 


82 BBQ AND NOODLE HOUSE 
9118-82 Ave * 448-9988 

With the growing tickle in my throat let- 
ting me know sickness would overtake 
me soon, | decided | needed a big, spicy 
bowl of some type of Asian soup. Steve 
had heard there was a new noodle house 
down Whyte—and it seemed like the per- 
fect remedy to the evil brewing inside 
me. The menu is packed with all sorts of 
standard Chinese fare and it’s too bad 
we're justz@ pair popping in for a quick 
bite because the BBQ duck dinner for 
four (at what seems like a reasonable 
$65.75) looks tasty. instead, we split a 
few dishes: the empire chicken, a BBQ 
pork chow mein and, to curb my spicy 
soup craving, a medium-sized bowl of 
the seafood hot and sour concoction. The 
server brings me a huge pot of loose leaf 
jasmine tea, helping me soothe the irrita- 
tion in my throat prior to the main event. 
The food arrives quickly, starting with the 
soup. This hot and sour version has your 
typical tofu and strands of thinly sliced 
Chinese mushrooms, along with peas, 
shredded carrots, calamari and baby 
shrimp in an ultra-thick, almost gelatinous 
broth. For the short while that the soup 
remained hot (temperature-wise), my 
throat feels much better. After getting 
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through a bow or two each, the empire 
chicken and the chow mein arrive. The 
former, served on a small, oval platter 
with breaded chicken chunks, mush- 
rooms, green peppers, carrots, water 
chestnuts, baby corns and peanuts, is 
supposed to be spicy. (It had the little red 
chilis beside the name on the menu, for 
Crissakes.) It's good, yes, but provides lit- 
tle in the way of a kick. | have to be hon- 
est—I wasn’t too impressed with the 
chow mein platter, either. The amount of 
BBQ pork amongst the bok choy and 
other veggies looks scant and upon fur- 
ther digging, we find our initial assess- 
ment to be correct. | did like the crunchy 
noodles, however, a nice contrast to the 
rest of the dish. Average Price: $ 
(Reviewed 01/08/04) 


FLAVOURS MODERN BISTRO 
10354-82 Ave ¢ 439-9604 

You want brave? Try opening a restau- 
rant a few weeks before Christmas, 
which is exactly what the owners of 
Flavours Modern Bistro have done on 
the famous Old Strathcona stretch. Sure, 
you get the Christmas push, but January 
is downtime for most establishments. 
Then again, there’s a reason rents on 
Whyte are so high: never-ending traffic. | 
walked into Flavours (kudos to them on 
the inclusion of the "u," by the way), the 
former location of the Bagel Tree, and 
was immediately impressed by the look 
of the swanky new spot, what with the 
cozy blue chairs, dark hardwood décor 
(both tables and floor) and the high ceil- 
ing complete with oddly-shaped alcoves 
on the walls. | have an intelligent, con- 
cise menu in front of me, offering a 
selection of salads, apps, "flavourwiches" 
and a few tasty-looking entrées (oh, and 
two varieties of eggs Benedict). | almost 
bite on the braised lamb shanks with a 
white bean and lentil ragout but | always 
get lamb, so | go instead for the chicken 
pancetta sandwich (sorry, flavourwich), 
featuring a grilled chicken breast, 
pancetta, smoked mozzarella with a 
roasted red pepper and garlic mayo on 
multi-grain bread. Basically, it’s a high- 
end "club." In a fowl mood himself, 
Steve selects the five-pecan crusted 
chicken, a real earthy-looking dish that 
was served with a brown pommery 
mustard sauce. More people begin to 
file in and | decide that Flavours is a solid 
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addition to Whyte’s dining scene and 
not just because people are trudging 
along in minus-40 weather to get there. 
| can’t think of many, if any, places on 
the strip that combine such an obvious 
level of sophistication with so little in the 
way of pretension and overly expensive 
items. The well-proportioned dishes top 
out at about $16 or $17 while the top 
price on the wine list is about $40 or so, 
instead of a starting point. You could 
easily spend more for less. Average 
Price: $$ (Reviewed 01/29/04) 


IL PORTICO 

10012-107 St * 424-0707 

Six years in the River City and I’d never 
given this house of reputedly choice Ital- 
ian cuisine a go. | can’t get over the 
complexity of the menu, which deserves 
some in-depth description. From tanta- 
lizing apps like the beef carpaccio with 
fresh arugula and white truffle oil, right 
through to wildly creative entrées such 
as the pan-roasted, corn-fed, free-range 
chicken breast with lemon and rose- 
mary, porcini mushroom risotto, parme- 
san fried zucchini and sundried tomato 
dressing, it all looks so inviting. Our 
attentive server, who has a fairly overt 
swagger and air of confidence that | fig- 
ure pretty much comes with the territo- 
ry, brings us two plates of olive oil and 
balsamic vinegar and some delicious 
crunchy bread to start. There’s eight of 
us at the table but he suggests we pace 
ourselves and begin with the appetizer 
platter for four. And what a fantastic 
spread it is. The fried calamari is accom- 
panied by a piquant dip, while the rest 
of the plate features bruschetta, mixed 
olives and a bevy of grilled treats, includ- 
ing prawns, Italian sausage, vegetables 
(eggplant, portobello mushroom and 
yellow zucchini) and a magnificent 
grilled radicchio starter stuffed with 
mozzarella and prosciutto. | see a couple 
of the popular pastas further down the 
table, one with linguine and a copious 
amount of shrimp, and another penne 
version with tenderloin tips and mush- 
rooms in a spicy tomato sauce. |, like a 
few others, decide on the mahi tuna 
special. The pepper-encrusted steak is 
seared to medium rare perfection and 
placed on a bed of mashed potatoes, 
green beans and finely shredded carrots, 
which resembles a little nest. A thin but- 
ter cream sauce encircles the entire set 
of items on my plate and makes for a 
lovely presentation. We only order two 
sweets in total, but both are showstop- 
pers. At one end is the cappuccino 
créme brulée with Frangelico whipped 
cream and a chocolate biscotti. | take a 
pass on anything featuring chocolate, 
but only because | have a hunch that the 
limoncello sorbetto, with a raspberry 
vanilla bean consommé and iced blue- 
berries, will offer one helluva clean finish. 
Average price: $$$-$$$$ (Reviewed 
02/26/04) 


MILL CREEK CAFE 

9562-82 Ave * 439-5535 

Other than a bevy of nice-looking 
sweets and baked goods, sandwiches 
are pretty much the order of the day at 
Mill Creek Café. Kate orders the Mon- 
treal smoked meat sandwich, while | 
eventually get around to choosing the 
salmon salad. Then come the questions. 
"Swiss, cheddar or cream cheese?” the 
counter girl asks. Kate says Swiss, | say 
cream. "Tomato, cucumber and 
sprouts?" Yup. "Pickles?" Sure. "Hot, 
honey or Dijon mustard?" Kate says yes 
to the former and after a bit of delibera- 
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tion, | pass, figuring there’s no need to 
add mustard to the salmon. "Mayo and 
butter?" Neither. Mill Creek bakes every- 
thing fresh each day and as | attempt to 
wrap my mouth around the massive 
slices of grainy whole wheat bread with 
pieces of carrot in it, | think to myself 
that it looks awfully inviting. | had taken 
note of the fact that Kate asked for hot 
mustard and | patiently awaited her 
reaction. Sure enough, it came. "Whoa," 
she says after the first or second bite. It’s 
actually really hot stuff—l try a nibble 
and some of the mustard actually burns 
a small nick on my lip. These sandwich- 
es are huge and because baked goods 
are in our immediate future, we pack up 
the remainders and head back to the 
counter. This time, I’m only slightly 
more decisive—a piece of chocolate 
cherry loaf (a mere buck and change) 
and a slice of lemon meringue pie, 
though the chocolate peanut butter 
bars were crying out at me. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 12/04/03) 


SMOKEY JOE’S HICKORY 
SMOKEHOUSE 

15135 Stony Plain Road o 413-3379 

| figure—er, | mean, | reckon—Smokey 
Joe's was conceived as a replica of old- 
fashioned prairie cuisine, or at least an 
homage to it. License plates from all over 
the continent dot the walls and the 
menu, bound in wood, has headings like 
"Samwiches" and "Young Un’‘s Dinners." 
The ranch theme is a little schmaltzy but 
for a guy soon to vacate the province, it’s 
enough to bring a small tear to my eye. 
The coolest thing has to be the pink 
butcher paper they use for tablecloths— 
that’s a nice touch. My comedic dining 
buddy Steve is along for this trail ride 
and he busts a gut when he spots the 
veggieburger on the menu. "! bet you it’s 
never been ordered," he says. Well, nei- 
ther of us are gonna be the first so 
instead, we put all our eggs in one high- 
cholesterol basket: the sampler for two. It 
includes, in no particular order, two 
roasted quarter chickens, pork ribs, 
turkey, ham, beef and two of Smokey 
Joe’s famous ultra-hot wings. Oh, and 
garlic toast. "We're out of wings tonight 
so I'll give you another quarter chicken. Is 
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that okay?" our host asks. Deal! You get 
your choice of three sides with the sam- 
pler so Steve and | agree on cornbread, 
beans and potato salad. | don’t notice 
much green anywhere in the restaurant 
sO we see no sense in having any on our 
plate. Back a century ago, a cowboy 
wouldn’t have been clamouring for a 
side salad, right? | swear there’s a 
strained look on our server's face as she 
lugs out the plate with what Steve refers 
to as "a pile of meat" on it. "There, go 
wild," she says. All of the homemade bar- 
becue sauces are lined up in front of us— 
Smokey Joe’s sells them on the premises, 
along a variety of the meats, including 
jerky—and it’s time to get to work. On 
this snowy, frigid night, the platter gives 
me a much-needed dose of summer- 
time. The spicy taste of the smoked 
meats, the richness of the beans and the 
creamy potato salad make me forget that 
it got dark at 4:30 p.m. that day. Aver- 
age Price: $$-$$$ (Reviewed 12/11/03) 


WHITE SPOT 

3921 Calgary Trail ¢ 432-9153 

True, the White Spot is a chain but it’s a 
western Canadian one, which isn’t so 
bad. Founder Nat Bailey was a crafty 
Vancouver entrepreneur who got the 
business up and running way back in the 
'30s, a few years after opening the coun- 
try’s first drive-in restaurant following a 
car ownership boom in the Lower Main- 
land. Smart guy. It’s since expanded 
throughout B.C. and into Alberta, with 
the Calgary Trail locale being the only 
one of its kind in Edmonton (and the far- 
thest east of any White Spots). This par- 
ticular branch understandably has a bit 
of a hockey motif going on, with Original 
6 jerseys displayed alongside some old- 
school metal blade skates and various 
pictures adorning the walls. | figure they 
must have that new Joe station tuned in 
on the radio. Someone told me it’s "a 
mix of all sorts of crap" and when the 
rotation goes from old Depeche Mode to 
Macy Gray and then to Phil Collins’s 
"Easy Lover," I’m convinced. | go big, 
Passing up on some the staple breakfast 
items in favour of the renowned pancake 
sandwich, which the menu describes as a 
stack of buttermilk pancakes with an egg 
on top and a choice of bacon or sausage 
on the side. Whenever | indulge in some 
pancakes, | tend to wanna eat ‘em up 


real fast. The reason being, pancakes get 
cold quickly. Not at White Spot, howev- 
er. Your syrup comes to the table in a |it- 
tle personal dispenser—and get this: it’s 
warmed up in the kitchen. That’s such a 
simple touch but it honestly does cure 
the one and only problem | have with 
pancakes. It’s like those glasses filled with 
fluid that you put upside-down in the 
freezer—the only problem with beer is 
that it gets warm, but in one of those 
Glasses, it only gets colder as you drink it. 
These are ingenious ideas, people. Aver- 
age Price: $ (Reviewed 02/12/04) 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 


If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


(some conditions apply) 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 
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Our writer is positively peaking at Okanagan resort 


By RICK OVERWATER 


leisure to a new level, gravity is often a force 
that works against our more base desires. One 
obvious exception can be found at ski resorts, 
where gravity works in our favour, allowing us to 
discharge all that pent-up adrenaline and ade- 
quately prepare for nobler pursuits such as sitting, 
eating and drinking. There is no place in the 
Okanagan Valley that better exemplifies this prin- 
ciple than Penticton’s Apex Mountain Resort. 
Not only does our ol’ pal gravity haul you 
down some excellent steeps here, but it also 


F: those of us dedicated to taking the sport of 
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deposits you at the doorsteps of the Gunbarrel 
Saloon and Salty’s, a mid-high-end restaurant. You 
will search high and low before you will find two 
institutions of such calibre in closer proximity. 
This is the kind of nexus where you look up, sati- 
ated (and possibly drunk), and realize it’s pitch 
black outside and you've left your snowboard 
unattended for several hours. But first, of course, 
one has to earn this respite by hitting the slopes. 
Which is exactly what we did on a bluebird day 
in January. Despite freezing temperatures back home 
in Alberta, the weather was hovering just below 
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Apex’s yearly average of -4°C. Neither 
the freshly groomed run nor the tiny 
bits of treeline powder were in any 
danger of getting played out before we 
ended our leisurely breakfast—one of 
the advantages of visiting a hill that’s 
just starting to be noticed by the inter- 
national community. Needless to say, 
lift-lines were not an issue. 


HOPPING ABOARD the Quickdraw 
lift, a high-speed quad that deposits 
you 2,180 metres atop Beaconsfield 
Mountain, we opted to get the blood 
flowing on a stretch of long blue cruis- 
ers, which make 
up 48 per cent of 
Apex’s runs, 
Immediately to 
the right of the 
chairlift we 
dodged through 
the sparse trees 
above the Juniper and took some nice, 
fast, straight lines down the Spruce 
Hollow back to the village base. 

And if our blood wasn’t flowing at 
the end of the first run, it definitely 
was shortly thereafter. Fooled by the 
kiddie-friendly Grandfather’s Trail 
(green) that extends from the top of 
the Quickdraw, we went past the 
beginning of the Juniper. From there 
our only option (short of following 
the long and tame Grandfather’s Trail 
all the way around the mountain and 
back to the village) was to choose 
from the series of short, brutish steeps 
mostly in the double-black diamond 
category. Most boast names like the 


Dirty Harry or Magnum—we chose 
the latter, picking our way through 
some of the most intimidating 
moguls I’ve seen in a while. 

One more experienced member of 
.our party was clearly overjoyed with 
such a playground. Another had to be 
talked down—like in the movies when 
an aircraft controller patiently instructs 
a frightened passenger how to land a 
747 because the pilot is unconscious. 
We found a little something for every- 
one by heading left of the Quickdraw 
and working our way down to the 
Stocks Chair, a three-seater that ser- 
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vices a wide variety of runs. One of the 
great things about Apex, particularly 
this area, is that it’s fairly intuitive and 
there’s a number of ways to find easy 
access to the village as most runs are 
bisected by two traverses. And there’s 
no shortage of hidden little paths in 
the trees either, tight little runs that 
test your quick-turn skills before spit- 
ting you back onto the main run. 


ALL IN ALL, this is a very underuti- 
lized mountain that’s sure to be even 
better when they finally develop the 
Wildside, an area that will boast even 
more black diamond runs and a large 
gladed area. But the slopes are only 


Ski 


half the charm of Apex. 

Despite the small crowds, the 
place boasts posh lodgings and a fair- 
ly new hostel. We had the good for- 
tune to stay in the Sheeprock Lodge, 
run by the family of Mike Wigley, the 
guy responsible for bringing the Clap- 
per and the Chia Pet to Canada. This 
place has lots of rustic country-cabin 
charm. You know—old saws on the 
walls, saddles on log banisters, and so 
on. And talk about comfort. The giant 
bed, built out of rough-hewn timber, 
is so large you'll need a GPS device to 
locate anyone you're sharing it with. 
We had feather pil- 
lows, for once— 
not the foam 
rubber neck- 
crankers found in 
your average hotel. 
The service was 
exemplary. And 

while we were checking out the hot 
tub, cooking our own delicious 
restaurant meals with the sizzling 
hot rocks that came with our food or 
having a glass of wine, our boots 
were being readied for the next day 
on the forced-air drying rack down- 
stairs. Western-style luxury ain’t 
cheap—regular-season rooms are 
$149. But while we will definitely 
return to Apex someday, I wouldn’t 
even bother checking the other lodg- 
ings until I investigated vacancies at 
the Sheeprock. ¢ 
Did I mention that it’s stumbling 
distance from the Gunbarrel Saloon 
. and Salty’s? Good thing, considering 


we spent our last 
Apex evening at 
Salty’s, chuckling at 
the idea of a top-notch 
Jimmy Buffett-meets-Bob Marley 
seafood restaurant located deep in the 
Canadian mountains. We were also 
pouring lots of red wine on top of the 
spirits we’d consumed earlier as we 
watched night skiing from our great 
vantage point in the Gunbarrel. By 
the time we finished the evening, a 
short walk was all we had left in us. 
We never got around to trying the 
Zambonied skate path through the 
trees, checking out the hockey rink or 
horsedrawn rides—or even thinking 
about the kilometres of Nordic trails. 
We did, however, get up almost too 
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starting 
from 


late for the Sheeprock Lodge's free con- 
tinental breakfast, made a handful of 
half-hearted runs and drove our way 
down the mountain towards the 
Kelowna airport (about an hour away), 
cursing the cruel irony as B.C.’s famed 
dry powder fell all around us. © 
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All four properties feature: Free Evening 
Shuttle Service to downtown shops, 
restaurants and night clubs; The Best of 
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Banff Discount book, providing exclusive 
discount offers to our guests from Banff's 
best Shops and restaurants; 
complimentary underground parking; and 
the Caribou Snow School, which provides 
Private ski and snowboard lessons from 
some of Canada's best instructors. 
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Powder King 


First you get the directions, then you get the... 


By BOBBI BARBARICH 


no one behind me but I’m 

sure I heard something. I slow 
my steps. I’m on my way home from 
the bus stop after an unfruitful and 
rather boring snowboarding trip to 
the Rockies. It’s such a disappoint- 
ment, after traveling for hours, to 
spend the day gingerly picking your 
way through rocks and trees. 

“Hey, you...” 

Okay, I definitely heard that. I've 
just passed a dark alley. I take a step 
backward and cautiously peer into 
the shadows. There’s a silhouette, 
faintly illuminated by a distant neon 


ee I swivel around. There’s 


light blinking “Happy Hour.” 

“I've got something for you,” he 
whispers. The effort is too much for 
him. He coughs into his black trench- 
coat. I’m not sure I want to continue 
conversing with this individual. He 
reeks of old cigarettes and ripe body 
odour. His breathing is laboured. 

He takes a step toward me, stum- 
bling and grabbing my shoulder for 
balance. I wince. This is someone my 
mother would not want me talking to. 

“I know what you’re looking 
for,” he says, “and I can tell you 
where to get it.” 

“Who the hell are you?” I almost 


shout, leaning away from this putrid 
stranger, looking for an easy escape 
route. But I am intrigued. 
“Someone who knows where 
they’re hiding it. They’re keeping it 
from us in here the city. You have to 


go further. You have to drive far. But 
it’s worth it....” He finishes his sen- 
tence with a loud cough and a shud- 
der, losing his grip on my arm and 
grabbing the wall for stability. 
“What are they hiding?” I ask, 


prodding him in the side with my fin- 
gertip. His coat is freezing and damp. 

“This,” he wheezes, reaching into 
his pocket. He holds his hand up to 
me. In the dim light, I see only a 
shimmer. “Take it and go find more. 
Don’t let them hide it anymore. Tell 
everybody. Let them know it’s still 
out there. We can still get it...” 

I touch his hand. It’s wet and 
cold. I lean forward, smelling his 
palm. It smells like mitts, old snow 
and sweat. There is nothing in it. 
But I know what used to be. 

“Where is it?” I whisper, realizing 
the gravity of the situation. There could 
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be others watching, the ones trying to 
keep our highs from us, hiding our 
powder, blow, whatever you call it. This 
comrade has risked his life to tell me. 

“It's in the mountains, in the 
north, in the pass.” He struggles for 
breath and falls to the cement ground. 

I take my leave of the stranger 
and vow to find where they are 
keeping our fix. 


I'VE BEEN DRIVING for almost nine 
hours. Straight through. Only the 
promise of what's at the end of this 
journey keeps me going. I know I 
will be floating on lines of powder so 
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pure even the most distinguished 
addict could not keep his composure. 

I had forgotten this place. Since 
moving to the city, I’ve been lured into 
parties where all the kids go, tempted 
by short journeys to find it and fast 
trips to the top. I'd traded quantity for 
quality. I’d become complacent sharing 
lines with others, following recommen- 
dations for the best deals. But no longer. 

A memory tickles my nose. I'd been 
here before, when I was young and just 
settling into the obsession. I didn’t have 
an appreciation for it then as I do now. I 
didn’t realize the quality of the powder 
here. I didn’t realize how important it 
was for it to be smooth and unadulter- 
ated, deeper and sweeter than the man- 
made crap that gets served to us at the 
more popular gatherings. 

There are no signs and no maps. 
But the locals know about it, and 
while they’re not keen to share, they 
will direct you to the source. Nestled 
between Prince George and 
Chetwyn, B.C.—west of Alberta’s 
Peace Country—is a small mountain 
with the finest powder you can sink 
your face into. 

It’s called Powder King, and right- 
fully so. A virgin by resort standards, 
it has only a slow chair and a rickety 
T-bar to take you to the top. There are 
a meager 24 runs, but lifties turn a 
blind eye to brazen hikers leaving the 
boundaries. Paths lead directly from 
the lift, past “out of bounds” and “no 
patrol” signs. Because the altitude in 
the Pine Pass isn’t excessively high, 
the avalanche risk is low and touring 
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several departures daily: 
Calgary 

Red Deer 
Edmonton 

Fort McMurray 
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out of bounds isn’t the death-defying 
risk it is in steeper altitudes—though 
the risk remains. 

But the powder. There's a reason 
they call it “King.” Powder King gets so 
much snow that even though it’s just a 
baby, it’s been rated as having some of 
the best powder in North America. 

It’s been around for many years 
and has changed marginally, if at all, 
since I was last here eight years ago. 
It’s gone through several owners and 
has threatened to close on several 
occasions. Perhaps this is because of 
the distance. Perhaps this is because 
ATCO trailers are still the accommo- 
dation of choice. There are no phone 
lines. There are no debit machines. 
Cash only, and you should probably 
pack your own lunch. 

With more than 300 centimetres 
and still snowing, trees bend from the 
weight of the snow and tracks made 
only hours ago are completely covered. 
There’s so much powder here that 
bush trails are never thinned for small 
trees—they’re buried in snow, leaving 
just enough room for quick turns and 
soft landings. Untouched tracks are 
never far and you can go all day in 
fresh powder without searching. 

That’s all I’m going to tell you, 
because I’m having a dilemma. I know 
this hill is there. And now you do too. 
I want to tell you not to tell anyone. I 
want to be one of those who are keep- 
ing the secret from you. I want to be 
the one in the dark alley telling only a 
precious few about what's waiting just 
off the beaten track. 
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STUDENT TICKET PACK 
and our other great 
discount offers. 


So I'll make you a deal. If you go 
there, tread lightly and take little. 
Maybe it will be too far for you. 
Maybe you don’t believe me. But 
that’s fine with me. That’ll leave 
more powder for us who believe it. 

After all, I don’t like sharing my 
lines. © 


For more info, go to 
www.powderking.com. If you dare! 
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2 The Condition Report 


Local 
Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valiey - 60cm base, O0cm of new snow, all lifts open 


Alberta 


Castle Mt. - 88-258cm base, 65cm of new snow, all lifts and 60 runs open 
C.O.P - 50cm base, Ocm of new snow, all lifts open 

Fortress - 96-132cm base, 49cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts open 

Lake Louise - 148-220cm base, 26-34cm of new snow, all lifts open 

Marmot Basin - 77cm base, 21cm of new snow, 7 lifts and 84/84 runs open 

Mt. Norquay - 126-164cm base, 3cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts and 28/28 runs open 
Nakiska - 96cm of new snow, 10cm of new snow, 5/6 lifts and 32/32 runs open 


Pe Sunshine - 189cm base, 32cm of new snow, 12 lifts and 107 runs open 


| B.C. 


Apex - 154cm base, 67/67 trails and 5/S lifts open 


| Big White - 226cm base, 112/112 trails and 13/13 lifts open 


S 


Chrystal Mt - 134cm base, 3/3 lifts and 24/24 trails open 

Fernie - 294cm base, 52cm of new snow, 9/10 lifts and 105/107 runs open 
Kicking Horse - 169cm base, 53cm of new snow, 93/97 runs open 
Kimberley - 123cm base, 41cm of new snow, 6 lifts and 75/75 runs open 
Mt Washington - 325cm base, 50/50 trails and 7/8 lifts open 

Panorama - 117cm base, 23cm of new snow, 9/9 lifts and 120 runs open 
Powder King - 335cm base, 2/3 lifts and 24/24 trails open 

Powder Springs - 213cm base, all lifts and 26/26 trails open 

Red Mountain - 225cm base, Ocm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 

Silver Star - 190cm base, 107/107 trails and 11/11 lifts open 


Sun Peaks - 152cm base, 10/10 lifts and 117/117 trails open 
Whistler Blackcomb - 246cm base, 33/33 runs and 200/200 trails open 
Whitewater - 238cm base, 0cm of new snow, all lifts open 


U.S.A. 


Big Mt - 244c 
Big Sky - 231 
49 Degrees - 
Great Divide 


m base, 63cm of new snow, 8/11 lifts and 88 runs open 
cm base, 0cm of new snow, 17/18 lifts and 150 trails open 
4180cm base, 0cm of new snow, 4 runs open 

Ski Area - 127cm base, 80/139 trails and 3/6 lifts open 


Lookout Pass - 198cm base, Ocm of new snow, 3/3 lifts and 23 runs open 


Mt Spokan 
Schweitzer 
Silver Mt- 170cm base, Ocm of new snow, 7 lifts open 


e - 111cm base, Ocm of new snow, 44/55 runs open 


Mt - 187cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6 lifts open 


Sun Valley - 170cm base, Ocm of new snow, 19/19 lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of Mar. 10, 2004 
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By ALEXA LOO 


Bachelor party 


One of the hazards of winter sports is, 
well, winter. Such was the case last week 
in Mt. Bachelor, Oregon. There are two 
types of weather in Mt. Bachelor: sunny 
and clear, or stormy. As our luck would 
have it, the World Cup tour arrived in Mt. 
Bachelor just in time for a huge storm. 
Driving towards the mountain, huge 
snowblowers were launching the cheer- 
ful, pink-hued snow over three-metre- 
high snowbanks. (The snow’s pink hue is 
due to the red volcanic rock and earth of 
the volcanoes that dot central Oregon.) 
The day before the PGS race, everyone 
was sitting in the lodge enjoying a big 
American breakfast and waiting to go up 
the hill for training. The wind was whip- 
ping snow at 50 miles per hour, making 
the chairs on the lift swing precariously 
close to the lift towers. A few of the 
coaches braved the chairlift ride to make 
the call as to whether we would set a 
course and train. When they returned 


from Austria in the first round, then 
advanced to race Daniela Meuli, the 
World Cup leader. As Daniela and | fin- 
ished our first run, | looked back to see 
her come through the finish line nearly 
one second behind me! She had the 
same nifty coating of frozen rain on her 
goggles as | did. About halfway down the 
course, the wet snow had completely 
covered our goggles and made it very dif- 
ficult for us to negotiate our way down 
the course. Luckily for me, | have some 
Jedi training. (We call snowboarding in 
conditions of poor visibility “Jedi,” 
because the rider develops a good feel for 
the snow and a lot of trust in her abilities.) 

Unfortunately, | did not have a great 
second run. Daniela beat me, moved on 
to the finals and captured her eighth 
victory of the season as the storm raged 
an. Jasey-Jay also had a crummy second 
round, losing to Sigi Grabner, the men’s 
World Cup point leader. There’s some 
consolation in losing to the champion— 
no one else beat her, either. 

At the end of the day, | ended up 
fifth, making Canadian history with the 


Alexa Loo races for Canada’s national snowboard team. 
For more information and race results throughout the season, 


check go to www.fis-ski.com. 


red-faced and wet, we knew we would- 
n’t be doing any training in the six inch- 
es of fresh snow and the howling wind. 
The snowboardcross training was also 
canceled for the day because the wind 
had drifted the snow into the banked 
corners and had pretty much ieveled out 
the double and triple jumps. 

| wasn’t too worried about not 
being able to snowboard the day 
before the World Cup. After all, | had 
just come off a great training camp in 
Whistler and two good races in Crystal, 
Washington. Instead | took the day to 
prepare for the race with a trip to Wal- 
Mart. Nothing like shopping for bar- 
gains to get the adrenaline pumping. 

Race day was wet and windy. In 
the first qualification run, we battled 
strong winds and soft snow. | felt like | 
was getting blown back up the hill at 
one point. For the second qualification 
run, the course had firmed up a little 
after 60 competitors and a big slip 
crew had gone down the hill. (Slip 
crews are the people who sideslip 
down the course to get the loose snow 
off of the race line and smooth out the 
ruts created by the racers.) 

We took a quick break after the qual- 
ifications for a bite, then headed back 
out for the finals. Jasey-Jay Anderson and 
| were the only Canadians to make it to 
the finals. When Greg, my coach, asked 
Alex, the race director, to check the 
qualification results to see which knock- 
out heat I’d be racing in, Alex told him 
matter-of-factly, “I only have the results 
from the top 16 qualified riders.” Much 
to Greg’s delight and Alex’s surprise, | 
had qualified third—and | even had the 
fastest time for the second run. 

In the finals, | beat Ursula Fingerlos 


top women’s result in an alpine disci- 
pline. Jasey-Jay was sixth and Con- 
stance Boisvert of Quebec City, in her 
first international World Cup, placed 
22nd. Philippe Berube of Montreal 
placed 24th, Adam McLeish from 
Tremblant was 27th and Jerome 
Sylvestre of Bromont was 29th. 

That evening, we celebrated with an 
impromptu hot tub party with the Swiss, 
who had taken first and third in both the 
men’s and women’s events. | don’t know 
if it was all the bottles near the pool or 
our attempt at replicating the “lift” scene 
from Dirty Dancing that made the sheriff 
come by and tell us to simmer down. 

While the dehydrating effects of 
too many hours in the hot tub raged 
through us, the storm outside abated 
for the snowboardcross event. We 
went up to the mountain for some 
fresh air and to cheer Drew Neilson on 
to his second-place finish. The course 
builder, Ryan Neptune, had taken 
advantage of the massive quantities of 
snow and built the most daunting 
course to date. More than a minute 
long, it had some enormous jumps _ 
that launched the competitors nearly 
40 feet! As we watched the competi- 
tors catch massive air, Jerome told me, 
"This is the first World Cup snowboard- 
cross course that scares me!” Indeed, 
even Jasey-Jay admitted to some ner- 
vousness over a few of the monster 
jumps, especially when the wind 
caught him and buffeted him about in 
the air en route to his fifth-place finish. 

The final stop on the World Cup tour 
will take us to Bardoneccia, the site of 
the 2006 Olympics. We'll see how orga- 
nized the Italian organizing committee is 
and test out the Olympic hill. © 
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After my racing 
Career ended, 
real life began 


By AMANDA FORTIER 


tom skiing they let out a little 

nicker. Sounds funny, I must 
admit, to say “retired” and “age of 24” 
in the same sentence. But it’s true. 

For all intents and purposes, 
cross-country ski racing and training 
was a full-time job for me. In fact, it 
was arguably even more than a career. 
The schedule extended beyond the 
average nine-to-five, 40-hour work 
week, where clocking out for the day 
often means your job is done. The life 
of an endurance athlete is drastically 
different—work isn’t over just 
because the running shoes are 
unlaced or the ski poles have been 
put down. The line between work 
and lifestyle is blurred, and both 
worlds fully encompass the other. 

The term “24-hour athlete” is 
one that often sent shivers up my 
spine. Don’t get me wrong—it has its 
share of benefits, namely plenty of 
massages and healthy living. Howev- 
er truly abiding by this philosophy 
requires you literally to adopt an 
around-the-clock sport lifestyle. That 
means the post-workout period is as 
crucial as the actual training session 
(and sometimes more so). Even when 
the watch stops, you need to focus 
on stretching, resting, recovering and 
eating. Your top priority, both men- 
tally and physically, is you and your 
body—not you and the party that 
night, or you and that snowboard 
trip next week. 

This was always something most 


Fe: time I tell someone I’ve retired 


trachs 


people outside the ski world never 
fully understood. Justifying why I 
couldn't go tobogganing or share a sip 
from someone's teacup was an expla- 
nation that repeatedly caused people 
to regard me doubtfully. However, for 
any athlete competing at an elite 
level—especially in an endurance 
sport—nearly every aspect of your life 
revolves around keeping your body in 
top condition: well-rested, injury-free 
and healthy. There were few things 
worth risking all that hard work and 
hours of training, especially when a 
bruised calf muscle or a minor sore 
throat could potentially hamper 
upcoming performances. 


WHEN I DECIDED, in March 2002, 
to stop racing, I.ended the first and 
only career I’ve ever known. I had 
long since battled with what I con- 
sidered the “dreaded-athlete” con- 
cept. God knows, my coach and I 
- wrestled with opposing views on this 
idea for seven long years. I figured 
window-shopping in downtown 
Oslo or grabbing an early-afternoon 
latte in St. Moritz was the best way 
to regenerate. My dear coach, with- 
out whose patience and understand- 
ing I may have “retired” at 18 and 
who no doubt acquired a few extra 
white hairs on my account, incredi- 
bly enough, worked with me to find 
a middle ground. 
In my last eight years competing at 
a world-class level, I gradually learned 
to adopt a more committed approach 
to skiing. During the final couple of 
years leading up to the Salt Lake City 
Olympics, I tried to find a working bal- 
ance between ski life and outside inter- 
ests. Most of the latter became 
non-physical activities, primarily 
involving rest, relaxation and mental 
escape. Luckily for me, I had team- 
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By HART GOLBECK 


Demo-crazy 


Don’t bother bringing your own 
boards up to Marmot this month 
because manufacturers have lined up 
for demonstration days for three 
straight weekends. Salomon was there 
last weekend, to be followed by Rossig- 
nol on March 13 and 14 and Burton 
on March 20 and 21. This is a good 
chance to check out what they're flog- 
ging. Best of all, it’s free to try. 


Fernie flyers 


It's Big Air time at Fernie on March 14. 
Spring is just around the corner, which 
brings us to the season of high-flying 


competitions. Open to both boarders 
and skiers, these events are not only 
exciting to enter but also make for a 
fantastic viewing as both experts and 
novices push their limits. 


Miller time 


If you were at Marmot, Sunshine or 
Lake Louise recently you might have 
spotted a film crew working the 
slopes, following around a few Alberta 
skiers. The crew is from Warren Miller 
Entertainment and they're grabbing 
footage for next year’s Warren Miller 
film. Fifty million viewers watch this 
season-opening movie every fall and 
it’s the first time in a decade that 
Alberta resorts will be showcased. 


First impressions 


Canadian freestyle skiers captured World 
Cup gold medals all around the globe 
earlier this month. In the Czech Republic, 
Spruce Grove’s Jennifer Heil placed first in 
moguls. In Japan, Whistler's Aleisha Cline 
reached the top of the podium in a skier 
cross event, while in China North Bay’s 
Steve Omischl flew to an aerial gold in 
another World Cup competition. © 


mates and a coaching staff who under- 
stood my penchant for non-ski time. 
As a result, much of my “off-the- 
trail leisures” were carefully chosen, 
once-in-a-life opportunities. Seeing 
Swan Lake in St. Petersburg, hearing 
the Finnish Symphony in Lahti and 
dining with the king of Norway in 
Oslo gave me vital mental breaks 
from the athlete life without com- 
promising my physical condition. 


My “customized 24-hour-athlete 
lifestyle” was truly a saving grace. 


LOOKING BACK on my days on the 
track, I’m thankful for every step 
and every stride. Had I not been 
encouraged, motivated, driven and 
challenged by my skiing experi- 
ences—meeting a variety of people 
and visiting a multitude of places 
both on and off the trails—I never 
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would have pursued my desire of 
making the Olympics. 

As youngsters many dream of 
taking part in the Olympics. Many 
imagine the thrill of wearing their 
country’s colours and hearing the 
cheers from the crowd, but few fore- 
see the process of sacrifice and relent- 
less commitment it takes to get 
there. It wasn’t until I officially 
stopped ski racing that I realized how 
fortunate I had been. Lessons learned 
through years of tremendous high- 
lights and extreme pitfalls have 
proven, in the “real world,” to be 
grounding safety nets. I almost 
expect no other life experience to be 
quite as elating as peaking at a World 
Cup, or as frustrating as getting sick 
the day before a race. These ski expe- 
riences have already, over the last 
year and a half since retirement, car- 
ried me through otherwise over- 
whelming and stressful situations. 

Now living in Brooklyn, New 
York, with a mere eight moves under 
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my belt since May 2002, I have begun 
to settle into my new life with rela- 
tive ease. Joining the ranks of the 
working world has, ironically 
enough, posed its own physical chal- 
lenges—like trying to remain seated 
for more than a couple hours! Remi- 
niscing about my “previous career” is 
almost like talking about a former 
life. Those years I spent so 
entrenched in a single pursuit and so 
committed to maintaining one per- 
sona seems like ages ago now. When I 
bought my one-way ticket east, I did 
so without hesitation. I was indeed 
ready to step off the ski trails and 
start a new lifestyle. And over these 
last few months, I've realized that 
even though my skis are packed and 
my boots are shelved, I will always 
smile back at the ski trails fondly. © 


Amanda Fortier, an Edmontonian now 
living in New York City, is a former member 
of Canada’s national ski team and 
competed in the Salt Lake City Olympics. 
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Big John Bates's live 
show ruffles feathers 
and grinds hips from 
coast to coast 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


pasties-and-a-G-string burlesque 
p::.: part rock ’n’ roll explosion, 
Big John Bates and the Voodoo 
Dollz are a total entertainment pack- 
age. With his devilish brand of guitar- 
driven, Cramps-influenced rockabilly, 
Bates would have no problem getting 
crowds up and dancing all on his 
own—but throw in Jailbate Jenny and 
Rowdy Rosie, his new and improved 
Voodoo Dollz, decked out in their 
finest PVC and leather costumes, and 
things get whipped into a frenzy. It’s 
hard to decide where to look (and for 
how long) as the Dollz come out to 
play and the band starts thumping 
and hollering, led by Bates and his 
shiny white Gretsch guitar. 


A year ago, Bates, who calls Van- 
couver home, was playing huge rocka- 
billy festivals in the United States and 
Europe but was virtually unknown 
here in Canada. So with his then-new 
disc Mystiki in hand and the knowl- 
edge that anyone who witnessed the 
sexy spectacle would come back for 
more, he set out to conquer his home- 
land. “It seems to have worked,” Bates 


eIROCK _| 


says from Toronto as he gets ready for 
a headlining Canadian Music Week 
gig at the Horseshoe Tavern. While 
Bates credits Teamworks, his new 
management company, for lining up 
some wicked, profile-raising gigs, it’s 
the band’s notorious live show that’s 
making his third Canadian tour such 
a success. “If 40 people come out one 
time, we’ll normally have over 100 for 
the next show,” Bates boasts. “Usually 
it more than doubles.” 
Unfortunately, the last time he 
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RIGH Advertisers who want to place their print 
ads in a quality publication ask the question: 
A N S \W E R “Is your circulation audited?” 
Were very proud to answer “Yes.” 
We are a member of the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations because we share ABC's belief 
that circulation audits are an essential 
assurance of value. 
ABC is the premier circulation auditing 
organization in the world, and has been 
since 1914. Each year, ABC auditors test and 


verify that our circulation figures are facts, 
not claims. An ABC audit is the sign of a 
sound investment for advertisers. 

Not all publications are audited, but they 
should be. Because when advertisers ask 
“Is your circulation audited?” there's only 
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came to town Bates didn’t have the 
sexy sideshow with him. Bates, who 
was married to one of the Dollz, says 
his ex-wife moved to San Francisco 
with a guy she met through Suicide- 
Girls.com just before the tour. “It was- 
n’t a very amicable split,” he says. 
“That’s why we were in Edmonton last 
time with no Voodoo Dollz at all.” But 
that didn’t stop a few hundred folks 
from coming down for the high- 
octane gig. “It was still a really, really 
fun show. Probably the most fun 
we've had playing just as the band.” 


BATES—WHO IS JOINED onstage by 
belly-dancing upright bassist sCareo- 
line and new drummer Li’l Bastard— 
says the band’s sexually charged 
performances draw people in because 
they offer so much more than a simple 
rock show. But.in the American Bible 
belt, where a half-exposed nipple can 
still spark a major hoopla, some folks 
find the pairing of hot rock and hot 
babes too much for their delicate sen- 
sibilities. Just look at what happened 
at their last show in Wisconsin. 

“Some lady walked out scream- 
ing, ‘You could have warned me 
about the pasties’ to the manage- 
ment,” Bates says, “and they were 
like, ‘Get a clue. Look at the posters— 
pictures of girls in bras. What did ya 
think was gonna happen here?’” In 
fact, the cover art for Mystiki (a sug- 
gestive painting by well-known Cana- 
dian artist and musician I Braineater, 
a.k.a. Jim Cummins) was deemed too 
racy for the American public. “We got 
some backlash from that,” he says. 
“We had to cover the nipples with 
the word ‘Mystiki’—stuff like that.” 

Our puritanical neighbours to 
the south aren’t the only ones get- 
ting their g-strings in a knot, either. 
“We'll see what happens out in 
Ottawa,” Bates says. “I’m kinda curi- 
ous because I was banned there once 
for having a poster that was consid- 
ered offensive, so I can’t wait to see 
what happens after this.” © 


~ BIG JOHN BATES AND 

THE VOODOO DOLLZ 

With the Smokin’ 45's © Sidetrack Café ¢ 
Fri, Mar 12 
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Getting erect 


The Vertical Struts * With the 
Operators, the Corta Vita, the 
Mark Birtles Project, the 
Wolfnote and the Accident ¢ 
Queen Alexandra Hall (10425 
University Ave) ¢ Fri, Mar 12 
When Vue rings up Struts mainman 
and burgeoning bowling champ Ray- 
mond Biesinger, he’s sitting in a 


Dj's Tuesday 
Wednesday & 
Thursday 


towel and lamenting the state of the 
band’s new 7” EP. According to the 
Bies, the band will not be releasing it 
to local audiences this Friday as orig- 
inally planned. “Our [EP] didn’t 
arrive on time,” he exclaims. “Basi- 
cally, we’ve been waiting on it since 
February 20, and it’s not going to 
make it for the show.” 

To make a long) story short, the 
band sent off the master in early Janu- 
ary, fully expecting to have the fin- 
ished product back in town for a string 
of release parties in Calgary. However, 
when the band received a test press- 
ing, they quickly realized that some- 
thing was amiss. “Basically, it was way 
quieter than any 7” that we'd ever 
heard before,” Biesinger says. “So we 
sent it back to be repressed.” Appar- 
ently, the manufacturers pledged the 
record would be ready for mid-Febru- 
ary, but a phone call revealed that the 
plates had been damaged during the 
repressing and the whole deal needed 


Fri. March 19 
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to be redone from square one. To 
make matters worse, once the band 
finally got the repress, the volume 
adjustments that had set the stage for 
the whole fiasco in the first place were 
totally neglected. 

“It's okay, though, because we're 
still in pretty good shape,” Biesinger 
says. “We've been doing this little 
thing called practising twice a week, 
and it’s amazing what you can do 
when you're not just doing emergency 
practices all the time.” Not only that, 
the band is planning to hit the road 
with Whitey Houston this summer for 
some dates in Ontario and beyond. 
“I'm still not sure whether we’re going 
to pull a Chuck Berry and fly out there 
or not,” Biesinger says. “I’m more keen 
on getting in a big can, playing dates 
on the way out and then striking.” 

Watch for the 7”, which includes 
the tracks “Plans for Her” and “Blues 
From an Airplane,” to hit sometime 
soon. (JS) 
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Mongoose vs. God 


Mongoose ¢ With Black Rice » 
Seedy’s ¢ Fri, Mar 12 What do you 
do when an act of God threatens to bar 
your band from playing a gig? If you're 
Vancouver-based rockers Mongoose, 
you improvise. On a recent excursion 
through the B.C. interior, an avalanche 
wiped out the band’s route to a show in 
Creston, forcing the group to turn 
around, backtrack and take another 
highway. Needless to say, the band 
arrived three hours later than expected 
and were forced to think on their feet. 

“We were supposed to play at the 
Creston High School at noon,” explains 
the band’s frontman, RC (that’s short 
for “Rhythm Champ”), “and we got 
there at about 3 p.m.” Instead of turn- 
ing away in defeat, the band 
approached the school’s music teacher 
and asked if they could play an after- 
school show instead. “We ended up 
playing an emergency gig for about 40 
kids,” RC says. “There was a 10-minute 
setup and we played for half an hour. 
Sometimes you’ve got to make some- 
thing out of nothing.” Regardless, the 
band ended up selling some discs and 
making a few new fans. 

A relentless forward drive has 
always been a hallmark of the band, 
which revolves around the efforts of RC 
and multi-instrumentalist Shockk, who 
write and record as a duo but perform 
as a quartet with a couple of hired 
guns. Case in point: after completing a 
short tour last fall, the duo sacked their 
rhythm section and went back to the 
drawing board. “You can play with 
someone in the city once a week, but 
on the road you’ve got to be able to 
live with them,” RC says. “There was a 
conflict of personality and vision—it’s 
like when you’re dating someone and 
you realize that you just can’t really 
hang out with them anymore.” 

Luckily, the pair found replace- 
ments in time for their current jaunt. 
According to RC, though, it was a 
close call. “We had this tour booked, 
but we still didn’t have a drummer,” 
he says. “We were all set to hit the 
road with just the drum machine, but 
luckily we found a really killer rhythm 
section to come on tour with us.” (JS) 


She blinded me 
with VaGiants 


The VaGiants ¢ With Jerry Jerry 
and Black Market Inc. ¢ Sidetrack 
Café * Sat, Mar 13 For the last cou- 
ple of weeks Edmonton has been 
awash with bands either on their way 
to or on the road home from Toronto's 
Canadian Music Week. The VaGiants, a 
four piece rock ‘n’ roll juggernaut hail- 
ing from Winnipeg, played a showcase 
at the Bovine Sex Club and made it 
home alive without coming down with 
mad cow disease—but I’m sure it was- 
n't from lack of trying. 

“It was awesome,” says singer J- 
Rod. “It was a really good night, all in 
all. Good bands—very girl-oriented. 
Even though I’m the only girl in the 
band we seem to get lumped in as a 
girl band. Which the guys don’t mind 
because there’s always cute girls play- 
ing with us.” 

Cute girls and pretty boys may rule 
the world of pop, but true female rock- 


The Rowdymen * With 
Teenage Surf Invasion ¢ 
Sidetrack Café * Tue, Mar 9 
© reVUE The Rowdymen came 
to Edmonton last week as part 
of the Frozen Pompadour Tour, 
bringing a little down-home 
prairie rockabilly with them. 
While the sparse Tuesday night 
crowd at the ‘Track wasn’t 
exactly loaded with hepcats, 
they still screamed their 
approval from the relative safe- 
ty of their tables. With some 
MTareie-xe]10)(=Me[6]) = (ar- ales oF-\ Wo 9 
these cats threw down a seam- 
less blend of originals from 
their latest Rubberneckin’ CD 
and timeworn classics by, the 
likes of Eddie Cochrane and 
Carl Perkins. Short of jumping 
in a time machine, the best 
place to see these dudes 
would be some greasy road- 
house with a middle-aged wait- 
ress named Claudette. (PD) ° 


ers are few and far between. The 
VaGiants’ gritty rock doesn’t exactly 
ooze femininity, but J-Rod’s bluesy voice 
definitely sets it apart from the pack. 
“{Rock] is definitely a male-dominated 
genre of music, for sure,” she says. “It’s 
just the way it’s always been, but | think 
it works to our advantage sometimes. 
It’s a little bit out of the ordinary and 
people might prick up their ears a little 
bit and be more curious about it if 
there’s a woman singing.” 

While the VaGiants didn’t nail 
down a label to put out their upcom- 
ing disc, Waiting for the Night to 
Come, J-Rod reports some “negotia- 
tions” did take place and a good time 
was had by all. “It was definitely a 
good, schmoozy, fun weekend,” she 
says. “Instead of having to drive two 
days to get there, we were able to 
just fly and stay at a hotel with actual 
beds, which is luxurious to us. And 
yeah, shaking babies and kissing 
hands and whatever.” 

Winnipeg is probably the only 
Canadian city as isolated from the 
music industry as Edmonton. Factor in 
the bitter winters and you've got a lot 
of bands with plenty of motivation to 
get their shit together and get outta 
town as often as possible. “It definitely 
gives you a little bit more drive to get 
out of here in the bad months,” agrees 
J-Rod. “We were lucky enough to get 
away for all of January and half of Feb- 
ruary, which was the nastiest part of 
the year here. We were definitely the 
coldest place, | think on earth, for a 
couple days.” 

Their six-week American getaway 
took them all the way to Texas. 
Because their debut disc, Short and 
Hard, was re-released by a record com- 
pany in Toledo, Ohio the VaGiants are 
no strangers to the States but it was 
their first time venturing so far south, 
and they were treated to a warm wel- 
come. “I’m telling you,” |-Rod says, 
“down south they love to party. They 
have no problems showing you that 
they love partying. Twenty people in a 


Phil Duperron 


bar would party way harder than a 
packed house anywhere in a big, 
major city.” (PD) 


Violence is golden 


Thirty Nights of Violence * With 
Even Yr Odd and Down East Day * 
Stars ¢ Sat, Mar 12 Thirty Nights of 
Violence may sound like a documen- 
tary about the Haitian coup, but in fact 
they’re just the latest band to pop up 
from Edmonton’s fertile underground 
scene. They’ve only been together for 
three weeks but bassist Blaine 
McNamee says they’re no rookies and 
they’re ready to take the stage and 
kick some ass. 

“We've all played lots of shows—it’ll 
be cool,” he says. “We started jamming 
and we liked where it was going. It’s 
nice to play with guys who’ve been 
around.” He formed the band with gui- 
tarist Allan Harding after their oddly- 
punctuated progressive hardcore band 
the.path.of.a.logical.liar called it quits in 
December. They picked up singer Liam 
Harvey Oswald of the Kasuals, drummer 
Graham Churchill from Calgary-based 
skate-rockers Belvedere and guitarist 
Lonnie Arotkive from Drive By Punch. 
Their new name actually comes from a 
Deftones song and they picked it more 
for impact than any personal predispo- 
sition towards antisocial behaviour. “It’s 
kind of a bizarre name you won't hear 
too often,” says McNamee. “It sticks in 
people’s heads.” 

McNamee is continuing the 
unconventional songwriting style he 
began with Liar. Most songs have vers- 
es, a chorus and maybe a bridge to tie 
things together. “But in our stuff,” he 
says. “you don’t have that.” They’re 
not making it up as they go along like 
a jam band; instead, they build songs 
around series of ever-changing, non- 
repeating riffs. “We take our music 
very seriously,” McNamee says. “I 
guess with the songs the way they are 
it’s got kind of a darker feel. It’s very 
emotional.” (PD) 
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Every Thursday! 
FACTORY 
$7.00 HIBALLS ALL NIGHT! 
$7.50 JAGER SHOTS! 
NO COVER!! 


Fri. March (2 


Phoenix Productions & New City Presents: 


DJ Mark Oliver 


(Toronto, MO Music, The Guvernment) 
Luke Morrison(Phoenix, Connected J vs. OTOR (Phoen 
Tix @ Foosh, Underground (WEM), New City 


Fri. March (9 
7 and 7 Is 


(D Release Party for “Smashed to Pieces Lin the still of the night)" 
Twin Fangs 
The Mark Birtles Project 


Wed. March 24th 
Deville 
Nothing At All 
Ludo [BC] 


Fri. March 26th 
ailet) 
Vedanta 
First Aid Kit 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAR 12, 2004 
1. Blackie & The Rodeo Kings — Bark (true north) 
2. The Flatlanders — Wheels Of Fortune (new west) 
3. Corb Lund Band — Modem Pain (corb lund) 
4. Joel Kroeker — Melodrama (true north) 
5. Incubus — Crow Left Of The Murder (sony) 
6. The Casualties - On The Front Line (sideonedummy) 
7. For You — Tribute To Compromise (united edge) 
8. Air — Talkie Walkie (emi) 
9. Horrorpops — Hell Yeah! (helicat) 
10. Mae Moore & Lester Quitzau — Oh My! (plant & garden) 
41. Remembering Never — Women & Children First (ferret) 
12. Livin’ Lovin’,Losin’ —- Songs Of The Louvin Brothers (universal) 
13. Eric Bibb, Rory Block & Maria Muldaur — Sisters & Brothers (telarc) 
14. James Keelaghan = Then Again (jericho beach) 
15. Probot — Probot (southem lord) 
16. Martyn Joseph — Whoever It Was That Brought 

Me... Gericho beach) 
17. The Get Up Kids — Guilt Show (vagrant) 
18. Keb’ Mo’ — Keep It Simple (okeh) 
19. Falconhawk — Hotmouth (Saved by radio) 
20. Lhasa — The Living Road (select) 
21. Robert Randolph — Unclassified (darecords) 
22. Johnny Cash—The Man Comes Around (american) 
23. Xiu Xiu — Fabulous Muscles (rc) j 
24. The Dixie Hummingbirds — Diarnend Jubilation (rounder) 
25. Stereolab = Margerine Eclipse (elektra) 
26. The Floor — Autonomy Off/On (the floor) 
27. Joe Strummer & The Mescaleros — Sireetcore (hellcat) 
28. Ani Difranco — Educated Guess (righteous babe) 
29. Al Green — Cant Stop (blue note) 
‘4 30. Just Because I’m A Women — Songs Of Dolly 

Parton (sugar hill) 


FRANZ 
FERDINAND 


FRANZ FERDINAND 


Franz Ferdinand are about to kicka few asses 
with thier self titled debut album. Come down, Y 
Ps =, buy'it on sale and then say , “Holy crap this > ———— 
Shit is awsome”. Then we will sell you'one for . 
Your friend and maybe your friends {little 
brother. Can you dig it? 
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Fax your free listings to 426- 
2889 or 


| 
mail them to 


Ustings@vue.ab.ca Deadline 
Is Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Jimmy Whitten 


BLUES ON WHYTE Glamour 
Puss 


BREWSTERS DOWNTOWN 
(OLIVER SQUARE) Rollanda Lee 
and Her Gentlemen of Jazz; 8- 
11pm; $12 (incl drink and 
appetizer) 

COOK COUNTY SALOON Battle 
of the Bands, semi-finals; Cause 
and Affect vs. Live Wire; 9pm; no 
cover 


DUSTER'S jam hosted by Brian 
Petch 


FOUR ROOMS (DOWNTOWN) 
Mo Lefever 


JJ'S Open stage with cover band 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB Hyndsyt 
LION'S HEAD PUB Yves Lacroix 


NAKED CYBER CAFE Open 
stage 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Mike 
Callan 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Dave Hiebert 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Cal Collette 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tim Becker 


SIDETRACK CAFE Recipe from a 
Small Planet; 9pm; $8 


URBAN LOUNGE Mustard Smile; 
no cover 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Cajun Fais 
Do Do; featuring Beausoleil with 
Michael Doucet and The Savoy 
Savoy-Doucet Cajun Band; part of 
the World at Winspear Series: 
8pm; tickets start at $32; tickets 
available at the Winspear box 
office 428-1414 


YARDBIRD SUITE Ruthie Foster 
and Cyd Cassone (blues); 7:30pm 
(door), 8pm (show); $18 
(member)/$22 (quest) 


_SUASSICAL 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Madama 
Butterfly by Giacomo Puccini; 
featuring Christiane Riel, Mark 
Hervieux, Allyson McHardy and 
John Avey; Peter Dala 
(conductor); 7:30pm; tickets 
available at Edmonton Opera box 
office 429-1000, TicketMaster 


451-8000 
DUS 


THE ARMOURY Lo Ball Night: 
top 40 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem | 
ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE Sleeman Method 
Thursdays: hip hop, downtempo 
with D} Headspin 

FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk Rock 
Bingo: with Dj S.W.AG. 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 
GUILTY MARTINI NORTH 
Grooveology 

GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH 
Grooveology 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin Nights; 
free dance lessons 8-9:30pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Rub-A-Dub Thursday: rocksteady, 
dub reggae with Dj jeebus and 


the Operation Redication Sound 
System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Progress: 
electro/new wave with Dj Miss 
Mannered and quests 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Dj 
Butter 


RENDEZVOUS Metal Night: with 
Dj McNasty 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Ladonna‘s Review, Sticky’s open 
stage and the Weakest Link game 
with DJ Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


RUM Urban Substance: Urban 


with Invinceable, Spincycle, Echo, 
Shortround, MC J-Money 


SAVOY Funk w/Bob Trampoline 
and Ben 


SEEDY’S Dj Tuesday 
STANDARD Spin Thursdays: 


House with Nestor Delano, 
Tripswitch 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B end of 
exams jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, J-Money, Sean B 


YOUR APARTMENT Thursday 
Night Shake Down: Motown, 
northern soul, funk, ‘60s. pop 
with Djs Travyd and Alex Zwolf 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


Gree ese) 
A STARS Upper Room: Farewell 
to Freedom, Driving July, Change 
Methodical; Main Room: Phi 
Effect; 9pm (door) 

ARDEN THEATRE Brava (Cindy 
Church, Susan Crowe, Laura 
Smith); 7:30pm; $25 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Ben 
Rose 


BLUES ON WHYTE Glamour 
Puss 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Dan Sinasac 
(Hammond organ), Steve Hoy 
(drums), Caner Ustendag (bass), 
Glenn Thorpe (guitar), 
(R&B/blues); 9:30 pm; $5 
CASINO (EDMONTON) Piano 
Bar: Jo Ann Paul; 5;30pm-8pm 


DUSTER’S Force of Habit 


THE EARLY STAGE SALOON 
Mary Machura with Gary 
Chevalier (roots) 

EASTWOOD COMMUNITY 
HALL Expressionz Café open 
stage; 4-1 1pm 

FESTIVAL PLACE The Good 
Brothers; 7:30pm; $24 
(cabaret)/$22 (theatre seating) 


FOUR ROOMS (DOWNTOWN) 
Marco Clavaria 


LE GLOBE Karen Porka 


THE GUILTY MARTINI Latin 
Fridays 


HIGHRUN King Muskafa 
HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 


GRILL Mr. Lucky (blues, boogie, 
R&B); Ipm-1am; no cover 


HORIZON STAGE Vance Gilbert 
(singer/songwriter), Bob Jahrig; 
7:30pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior); tickets available 
at Horizon Stage box office 962- 
8995, TicketMaster 451-8000, 
door 


J.J."S Pound of Cure (rock) 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB Firewater 
LEGENDS River City Riot 
LION'S HEAD PUB Yves Lacroix 


LONGRIDERS Doug and the 
Slugs; 7pm (door); $6 (adv)/$8 
(door) 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
Darrel Kittlitz 


LA P'TITE SCENE Open stage; 
8pm-3am 


PEPPERS Granny Dynamite 
THE PUB Richard Blaze 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Mike 
Callan 


RED'S Trooper, Crush; tickets 
available at Red's, TicketMaster 
451-8000 


SEEDY'S Black Rice, Mongoose, 
The Blame-lIts 


SETTLER'S CABIN Cabin Fever: 
Featuring Karla Anderson (folk); 
8pm; $10 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Dave Hiebert 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Cal Collette 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WHYTE) 
Boom Boom Kings 


SIDETRACK CAFE Big John Bates 
and the Voodoo Dollz, The 
Smokin 45s; 9pm; $8 (door) 


SPORTSMAN’S ON SOTH RWD 
(Rewind); 9pm no cover 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
THEATRE Jay Murphy Band (CD 
release celebration); 8pm; $5; 
Tickets available at door, 984- 
4546 


THE SUGARBOWL Joel Fafard; 
9:30pm; $5 


URBAN LOUNGE Mustard Smile; 
35 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL Rob Heath, Anna 
Somerville, Sheri Somerville; 
presented by the Uptown Folk 
Club; 7:30pm (door), 8pm 
(concert); $10 (adv/member)/$12 
(door); tickets available at TIX on 
the Square 420-1557 


YARDBIRD SUITE Ruthie Foster 
and Cyd Cassone; 8pm (door), 
9pm (show); $18 (member)/$22 
(quest) 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST Bow Djangos 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Masters 
Series: Presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
featuring Kemal Gekic (piano); 
Jacques Lacombe (conductor); 
8pm; tickets start at $20; stu- 
dent/senior discounts available; 
$15 (student rush seating avail- 
able at the Winspear box office 
one hour prior to concert) 428- 


1414 


THE ARMOURY Top 40/dance 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Urban 
with Invinceable, Q.B. and quests 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: top 40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire Iilicite: 
industrial noise, neoclassical with 
Verlaag and Xerxes 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 
Powerhouse Fridays: dance and 
retro with Zack and Johnny Staub 
(Power 92); Upstairs in the 
Skylounge: soulful house music; 
over 23; dress code 


DECADANCE Get Out of the 
Box: house with Avrum Gold, 
Brisco Wells and guests 


DONNA Silk: house with Winston 
Roberts and guests 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Freedom Fridays: house, Euro 
house, club anthems with The 
Peoples Dj 

FILTHY MCNASTY’S Shake Yo’ 
Ass: with D] Serial K 

THE FOX Top 40 retro dance 
music 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
Dj Christian 

GUILTY MARTINI NORTH Diva 
Night 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH Diva 
Night 


HALO Camaro retro with Dj 


Davey James 


THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: Urban 
by Urban Metropolis Sound Crew 


MANHATTAN CLUB R&B 
Fridays: hip hop/R&B with Dj) 
Mad Noise 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL 
Dj Shawn Z 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Dj 
Mark Oliver (Toronto), Luke 
Morrison (Phoenix), vs. DTDR 
(Phoenix; tickets available at 
Foosh, Underground (WEM), New 
City 

ORLANDO'S I! PUB AND GRILL 
Music with Dj Will Hill; 9pm. 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Dj 
Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European music 
with D) Outtawak, DJ jazzy and 
male stripper, Downstairs: 
female stripper; $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member) 


ROXY ON WHYTE Babylon 
Fridays: retro/R&B/dance with DJ 
Extreme 


SAVOY Eclectronica with Djs 
Bryana, Chris 


THE STANDARD Triple X Fridays: 
top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main 
Floor: Live Metal Night with 
Brian 

STONEHOUSE PUB Alternative, 
house, hip hop, top 40 with D} 
Rage and D] Weezle; 9pm 

Y AFTERHOURS House/trance 
with Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Dragon, Old 
Bitch 

YOUR APARTMENT House with 
Dj Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: Even YR 
Odd, Down East Day, Amaden; 
Main Room: Mervin Albin, 
Boba, iDrop; 9pm 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Ben 
Rose 


BETTER BE ROCK LOUNGE 
Anyone Everyone (rock) 


BLACK DOG Hair of the Dog; 4- _ 


6pm 
BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open Stage; 3-9:30pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Glamour 
Puss 


(CAFE SELECT Chris Andrew Trio 


(CAPITAL HILL PUB Dan Sinasac 
(Hammond organ), Steve Hoy 
(drums), Caner Ustendag (bass), 
Glenn Thorpe (guitar), 
(R&B/blues); 9:30 pm; $5 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Plano 
Bar: Jo Ann Paul; 5:30pm-8pm 


DRUID Harpdog Brown; 3-7pm 
DUSTER’S Force of Habit 


THE EARLY STAGE SALOON 
Marv Machura with Gary 
Chevalier (roots) 


FESTIVAL PLACE A Traditional 
Irish Session: Featuring Shannon 
Johnson, Cathal Tunney, jeremiah 
McDade, Solon McDade, Merv 
Bell, and Dave Merriman; $23 
(cabaret)/$21 (theatre seating); 
tickets available at Festival Place 
box office 449-3378, 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


FOUR ROOMS (DOWNTOWN) 
Marco Clavaria 


LE GLOBE Karen Porka 
HIGHRUN King Muskafa 
J.-S Pound of Cure (rock) 


Lope CAFE AND WINE 
osta; 8pm; $15 
(oonysso (door) 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Firewater 


LEGENDS River City Riot 
LION'S HEAD PUB Yves Lacroix 


LONGRIDERS Doug and the 
Slugs; 7pm (door);'$6 (adv)/$8 
(door) 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
Darrel Kittlitz 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
Scott Peters; 3-6pm 


PEPPERS Granny Dynamite 


POWER PLANT Warsawpack, 
Nevertheless, The Transit; no 
minors: 8:30pm (door); $10 
(adv); tickets available at the 
Power Plant, HUB, SUB, CAB info 
desks, Listen, Blackbyrd 


THE PUB Richard Blaze 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Mike 
Callan 


RED'S Disposible Heroes 
(Metallica tribute) 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Hidden, 
Septimus, Snapt 


RHYTHM AND BREWS Mr. 
Lucky (blues, boogie, R&B); 9pm- 
lam; no cover 


SEEDY'S Rockin’ Mexicans, 
Cripple Creek Fairies, The Forever 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Dave Hiebert 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Cal Collette 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WHYTE) 
Boom Boom Kings 


SIDETRACK CAFE Jerry Jerry and 
the Sons of Rhythm Orchestra, 
The VaGiants, Black Market Inc; 
9pm; $10 


SPORTSMAN’S ON 50TH RWD 
(Rewind); 9pm no cover 


YARDBIRD SUITE Ruthie Foster 
and Cyd Cassone; 8pm (door), 
9pm (show)/$18 (member)/$22 
(guest) 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Excentrica, Some Amazing Tenors 
and Basses; 8pm; $15 (door) 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM THE- 
ATRE Amit Arya (Industani 
vocals), Aarti Shankar (Carnatic 
violin), Malavika Venkatsubbaiah 
(Bharathanatyam); presented by 
the Edmonton Raga-Mala Music 
Society; 6:30pm; $10/free 
(senior/student/members); 438- 
RAGA 


‘WINSPEAR CENTRE Masters 
Series: Presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
featuring Kemal Gekic (piano); 
Jacques Lacombe (conductor); 
8pm; tickets start at $20; stu- 
dent/senior discounts available; 
$15 (student rush seating avail- 
able at the Winspear box office 
‘one hour prior to concert) 428- 


1414 
DJS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40, dance 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Flava: hip hop with Shortround 
and Echo 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Brendan's Sausage Party: obscure 
indie rock with Dj Ballhog 


BOOTS Flashback Ss: 
retro with Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Animal: 
dance with Dj Arrowchaser 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Urban with 
Invinceable Bomb Squad and 
guests 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB R&B, 
dance, and retro with Frank the 
Tank; Upstairs In the 

soulful house; over 
23; dress code 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven: 
house with Tripswitch, Sweetz, T- 
Bass, Alvaro, Femme Funk, 
Rezidnt Funk 


DONNA Deep lounge house with 
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Sia ayreys 


Sam Pillar, Bryan Beca and guests 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Evolution Saturdays: house, retro 
dance 


FILTHY MCNACTY’S Shake Yo’ 
Ass; with D] D-Lusion 


THE FOX Top 40 retro dance 
music 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
Dj Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI NORTH 
Guilty Groove Party 


GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH Guilty 
Groove Party 


HALO House with Junior Brown, 
Remo 


THE JOINT Get a Nightlife: top 
40/dance/urban, 


MANHATTAN CLUB Sinful | 
Saturdays: top 40/dance 


NEWCASTLE PUB.AND GRILL 
Dj Shawn Z 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturdays 
S.U.C.K.: punk/alt/pop/dance 
with Blue Jay and Nikrofeelya 


ORLANDO'S Il PUB AND GRILL 
Music with DJ Will Hill; 9pm 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON D) 
Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Monthly 
theme parties with D} Jazzy; New 
music with Dj] Dan and Mike; 
Downstairs: Retro music; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROXY ON WHITE Session 
Saturday: dance/R&B, hip hop 
with Dj Extreme 


SAVOY Deep house with 
Winston Roberts 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main | 


Floor: Live Metal Night: with 
Brian 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with | 
Dj Clay 

TONIC AFTER DARK | 
Uncensored Saturdays: R&B, hip | 
hop, old school with Urban 
Metropolis Sound Crew; all ages | 
event; Bpm-midnight 


Y AFTERHOURS Mayhem 
Saturdays: with Anthony Donohu, 
Luke Morrison, Ryan Wade, 
Donovan, Juicy, D-Man | 
YOUR APARTMENT Nordic 
Foundations: Dj Dennis Zaz and 
Rackman Powers. 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: WWE, 


A STARS Upper Fl, 10545-82 
Ave, 439-1422 


ARDEN THEATRE 3 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 420-1757 


THE ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 
702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 


BETTER BE ROCK 8216-175 St, 
481-9988 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Road, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 
St. Anne St, St. Albert 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 
Ave, 439-5058 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 


BREWSTERS DOWNTOWN | 
(OLIVER SQUARE) 11620-104 
Ave, 482-4677 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 117258 
Jasper Ave, 488-6636 


CAFE LA GARE 10308A-81 Ave 


CAFE SELECT 10018-106 St, 
428-1629 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 10815 
Jasper Ave, 425-0850 

CAPITAL HILL PUB 14203 
Stony Plain Rd, 454-3063 
CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


COOK COUNTY SALOON 8010 
Gateway Bivd, 432-2665 


VENUE GUIDE 


PPV; 4pm (door); no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Reclaim; 9pm-midnight; no cover 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Patrick Sean Earl; 7pm; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE King 
Muskafa 


CAFE LA GARE NuSong Café: 
Pattii Emme, Samantha King and 
Roland Majeau; 8-11 pm; no cover 


FATBOYZ Open jam session 
hosted by Imaginary Friend 
(blues, roots); 7-11 pm 


JOHN k. HAAR THEATRE Guitar 
concert; $5 (adult)/$3 
(student/senior); tickets available 
by phone at 497-4436 


O'BYRNE'S Northwest Passage 
Lite 


SIDETRACK CAFE Under the ~ 
Covers Sundays: RubberBand, DJ 
Dudeman; 9pm; $6 


CLASSICAL 
=a 


NICHOLAS B. KNOPPERS HALL 
Dreams of the Panther: Saint 
Crispin's Chamber Ensemble fea- 
turing Don Ross (Clarinet), Jeremy 
Spurgeon (piano), Elizabeth Koch 
(flute), Colin Ryan (cello); 3pm; 
$15 (adult)/$10 
(student/senior)/$35 (family); 
tickets available at the door; 409- 
3852 


SELECT Thomas Mead (lute); 


5:30-9pm 
DUS 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Ladies 
Night: urban with Dj Invinceable 


DECADANCE Worship Sundays 
mixed with Big Daddy, DTDR and 
quests; 10am-close 

THE KING AND I Funktion Funk 
With local Djs 


MANHATTAN CLUB Industry 
Sundays: top 40, dance/R&B 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Atmosphere: funk, rare groove, 
hip hop with Dj Cool Curt 


THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash 
every long weekend with Dj 


Jazzy; $2 


SAVOY French Pop: mixed with 
Deja Dj 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481- 
8739 


(CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 Jasper 
Ave, 426-7521 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 170 St, 
Stony Plain Road, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 429-3338 


DRUID 11606 jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 


- DUSTER’S 6402-118 Ave, 474- 
5554 


THE EARLY STAGE SALOON 
4911-52 Ave, Stony Plain 


EASTWOOD COMMUNITY 
HALL 86 St, 118 Ave, 471-9125 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE 10314-82 Ave, 439- 
4545 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE WEM, 


489-1330 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St, 437- 
3633 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Fstival 
Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378, 
451-8000 


FILTHY McNASTY’'S PUB 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


THE FOX 10125-109 St 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 

Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, Entrance, 426- 
4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488- 
484) 


LE GLOBE 14921 Stony Plain 
Rd, 489-1022 


GUILTY MARTINI NORTH 


| 


i 


Open stage jam with City Rhythm 
Kings (blues/roots); 7-1 1pm; no 
cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE Blue 
Mondays: Jam with Tim Lee and 
the Revelators and quest 

L.B.'S Open stage with Randy 
Martin; 9pm-2am_ 


LION'S HEAD PUB Richard Blaze 
O'BYRNE'S 100 

SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open stage 
Mondays; Ben Spencer; 9pm; no 


cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Fun Night: Indie rock with Penny 
Tentiary 


DUSTER’S Dj Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with Dj S.W.A.G. 


O’BYRNE’S Hip Mandays 
Industry night with Dj Finnegan, 
live music 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Patrick Sean Earl; 7pm; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Madcaps 
(Montreal) 


DRUID Open stage with Chris 
Wynters 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB The Trews 
High Holy Days, Tupelo Honey 


LEGENDS Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


LION'S HEAD PUB Richard Blaze 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 

ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Mike Stack Trio, Joanne Myrol; 
7pm (door), 8pm; $14; tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 
420-1757 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE Easily 
Amused, Danielle French, Sara 
and Kamila; 9pm; $7 


YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday jam 

Session: hosted by Tilo Paiz 
Quartet; 8pm (door), 9pm. 
(show); $3 


12536-137 Ave, 478-3599 
GUILTY MARTINI SOUTH 
10338-81 Ave, 433-7183 
HALO 10538 jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO. 


HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave, 440- 
2233 


HONEST MuUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL 8937-82 Ave, 463-6397 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo 
Rd; Spruce Grove (962- 
8995/451-8000) 


J4.'S 13160-1178 Ave, 489-7462 


JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE 
MacEwan Centre for the Arts, 
10045-156 St, 497-4436 


THE JOINT WEM, 486-3013 


AUDITORIUM 11455- 
87 Ave, 429-1000/451-8000 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 

L.B.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100. 


LEGENDS 6104-172 St, 481- 
2786 


LION'S HEAD PUB Coast 
Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Bivd, 
431-5815 


LONGRIDERS 1 1733-78 St, 479- 
7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 10345-105 
St, 423-7884 
CHURCH 10025-101 St 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 
Jasper Ave, 425-9730 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL 
6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 


YOUR APARTMENT Open Stage 
with Gypsy Ray and Melissa Ann; 


9pm 
DUS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Karaoke 
and Dj Tues with Run Riot 
Professional Music Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Digital 
Underdogg 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with DJ Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reqgae/dancehall with 
Bomb Squad, D| Invinceable, Q.6. 


DECADANCE Too Cool For 
Tuesdays: Psy/techo/drum ‘n‘ 
bass with Galatea, Bitsream, 
Rezidnt Funk, Transient 


DUSTER’S D) “Name a Tune” 
Dan 


FILTHY MCNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia: with Dj Whit-Ford 


GAS PUMP Karaoke contest with 
Dj Gord 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 


Resurrektion; industrial/EBM/elec- 
lro/goth with Nik Rofeelya 


THE ROOST Hot Butt Contest 
with Dj Janny; 8-midnight $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SEEDY’S Dj Tuesday 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: Fresh 
Beatz: Dusty Grooves, johnny 
Five, Quinn the Eskimo, Villain; 
Main Room: Tuffhouse: Reno 
and Mr. “O"; 10pm (door) 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Northwest Passage 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Wednesday night jams; 7-11pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Madcaps 
(Montreal) 


BREWSTERS DOWNTOWN 
(OLIVER SQUARE) Rakkish 
Patties; 6-1 1pm; no cover 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB The Trews, 
High Holy Days, Tupelo Honey 


LION'S HEAD PUB Richard Blaze 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northern Bluegrass Circle Music 
Society bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 


THE PUB Todd Reynolds 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 


NICHOLAS B. KNOPPERS 
HALL The Kings University 
College, 9125-SO St, 409-3852 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414- 
6766 


ORLANDO'S Il PUB AND 
GRILL 13509-127 St, 918-0568 


LA P'TITE SCENE 8627-91 St, 
469-4401 


PEPPERS Westmount Shopping 
Centre, 451-8022 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860- 
57 Ave, 434-5997 


POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 
492-3101 


PROVINQAL MUSEUM THE- 
ATRE 12845-102 Ave, 438-RAGA 


THE PUB Chateau Edmonton 
Hotel, 7230 Argyll Rd, 468-6717 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 9261- 
34 Ave, 438-8878 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481-6420 


RENDEZVOUS 1008-149 St, 
444-1822 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426- 
3150 


ROSSDALE HALL 101 35-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 439-7699 


RUM Phase I, WEM, 486-9494 


RYTHYM AND BREWS 4990- 
92 Ave, Sun Building, 490-$504 


ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL 
(CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 420- 
1757 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


SEEDY’S 1034-104 St, 421- 
0992 


| 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL 
Little Flower open stage hosted 
by Brian Gregg; 8pm 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPHLANO) Dave Hiebert 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Jimmy Whitfen 


SIDETRACK CAFE St Patty's 
Day, Blood Dungeon; 9pm; $5 


URBAN LOUNGE Knee Deep in 
Grass, The Subterraneans; $5 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE /rish Rock 
Presented by the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra; Spr, tick- 
ets start at $25; student/senior 
discounts available; tickets avail 
able at Winspear box office 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Wild 
Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/breaks with 
Tripswitch and quests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Ciitter 
Gulch: country, roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Stephan 


DECADANCE Vivid Wednesdays: 
Tech-house with Ariel and Roel, 
Greg Wynn, Neal K and guests 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix Tape 
Bar Star College Nite: with DJ 
Rock ‘n’ Rogers 


GAS PUMP Karaoke contest with 
D} Gord 


LE GLOBE Latin rhythms with D} 
Moreno 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
New City Dolls: Glam, punk, 
metal with Skinny J, |] Frenchy 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with DJ 
Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


SEEDY’S D| Wednesday 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main 
Room: Appreciation 
Wednesdays: hip hop, R&B, reg- 
*gae, soul with Reno and Mr. “O” 


YOUR APARTMENT Big Rock 
Indie Rock Night: indie rock with 
Dj Shouldbeinaband 


SETTLER'S CABIN The 
Multicultural Heritage Centre, 
5411-51 St, 963-2777- 


SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
Capilano Mall, 1136, 5004-98 
Ave, 463-7788 * Rice Howard 
Way, 426-7784 © 10341-82 Ave, 
433-9676 * Bourbon St (WEM), 
444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SPORTSMAN’S ON SOTH 
8170-SO St, 469-3399 


THE STANDARD 6107-104 St, 
438-2582 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
THEATRE 7 Sir Winston 
‘Churchill Sq, 984-4546 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Fi, 
10551-82 Ave, 432-7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


THE SUGARBOWL 10922-88 
Ave, 433-8369 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920-62 
Ave, 408-4686 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St 
439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 St, 
930-4222 — 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 
Ave, 420-1757 


COMMUNITY 
HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 
wwew.yafterhours.com 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 
Ave, 432-0428 


YOUR APARTMENT 6120-101 
St, 433-3337, 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-101 
St, 425-6151 
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Live CLASSIC ROCK every Weekend, All Weekend 
1733-78 STREET ° ¢ 479-7400 ¢ WWW.LONGRIDERSSALOGON.COM 


The Students’ Union, Vue WeekLy, and 100.3 The BEAR presents 


| Hawksley Workman 


with Joel Hroeker and guests 


FRIDAY APRIL 2 
JASON PLUMB 
BARLOW 

CAPTAIN TRACTOR 
THE FLOOR 


SATURDAY APRIL 3 

THE SWIFTYS 

CLAYTON BELLAMY 

DANNY MICHEL i 
JOEL Esk EU EMERGENCY ~ 


the 
HOROWITZ 
theatre 


Myer Horowitz Theatre, SU8. U of A campus ei 
Doors @ 8 pm * POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


o Sa April 14 


Advance tickets available at Ticketmaster. a 
SU8/HUB/CAB info desks. & BLackbyrd Myoozik “aa A SERVICE OF YOUR STUDENTS” UNION FOR U OF A STUDENTS, STAFE, ALUMNE AND THEIR GUESTS wv VUE “HRA” 
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The politics of dancing 


Warsawpack 
brings their darkly 
political brand of 
Chomskyrock to 
Edmonton 


By JERED STUFFCO 


Warsawpack can seem like a pretty 

mirthless proposition. Besides a 
name that screams “political,” their 
website reads like a CSIS report, their 
last album was deliberately released on 
the two-year anniversary of 9/11, and 
the aggro-political bent that dominates 
much of their lyrics could make even 
Zach de la Rocha green with envy. 

Dig deeper, however, and you'll 
find that Warsawpack aren’t a bunch 
of Chomsky-quoting killjoys. “I think 
that when most people hear our music, 
on the surface they think, ‘Yeah, this is 
angry guy music,’” concedes vocalist 
Lee Raback over the phone from a tour 
stop in northern Ontario. “But once 
you really look at it, what we're trying 
to project is more of a dark cynicism— 
we go for the laughs. We don’t take 
ourselves too seriously.” 

In other words, Raback says, 
rather than beating people over the 
head with the “political activist” stick 
like so many other radically-minded 
bands, Warsawpack aims to entertain 
and educate rather than just prosely- 
tize. “We are having a bit of fun,” he 
continues. “My biggest fear with all of 
this is that it comes off too serious. If 
you really want to inspire people or 
effect change, you can’t berate peo- 
ple—nobody wants to be lectured all 
the time. The message that we have is 
overtly leftist—or anarchist or whatev- 
er you want to say—but all music has 
a politics to it. Even bands that may 
not overtly speak out about issues, in 
the manner that they make their 
music they're making a statement.” 


T the casual observer, a band like 


STILL, SINCE FORMING in the summer 
of 1999, the seven-piece Hamilton col- 
lective’s blend of fusion, hip-hop and 
tock has made some pretty bold state- 
ments; among them, the September 11 
telease of their sophomore LP Stocks and 
Bombs. According to Raback, the band 
timed the album’s appearance as a 
means of reclaiming the day as one of 
peace and contemplation. “For the 
most part,” he says, “people understood 
where we were coming from. Even if 
you're a big conservative, I think you 
can understand why we would make a 


statement like that. I mean, what were 
{the conservatives] doing with it? They 
were beating the drums for Iraq at the 
time and splashing pictures of firemen 
on TV and drumming up patriotism; 
warmongering, basically.” 

Maybe so, but considering the 
widespread anti-American sentiment 
among young Canadians (especially 
those who buy indie music and attend 
live rock shows), coupled with the fact 


HIPHOP | 


that Warsawpack has spent almost no 
time touring south of the border, how 
effective has the group really been in 
getting their opinions heard by people 
with conflicting points of view? Is 
there any concern that the group may 
be preaching to the converted? “I 
imagine we are,” Raback says. “I don’t 
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think there's a fear about that happen- 
ing; I think we’re probably slowly 
developing a career out of it. We’re not 
really trying to convert anyone—you 
don’t necessarily need to convert peo- 
ple to articulate these sorts of things.” 
Fair enough. And Raback argues 
the band’s shows can be seen as 
catharsis for the faithful. “Maybe [the 
audience] read the same sort of infor- 
mation in a newspaper article or what- 
ever,” he says, “but being able to 
dance to it is a different thing alto- 
gether. Most of the people who come 
to our shows regularly, we didn’t bring 
them around to this way of thinking 
at all but they’re happy to hear it com- 
ing out of a speaker rather than only 
reading about it in a book.” © 
WARSAWPACK 
With Nevertheless, Lal and Transit « 
Powerplant * Sat, Mar 13 
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10333-112 STREET ° 421-1326 


THU 


11 


RECIPE FROMA 
SMALL PLANET 


A Rare all night treat from these Calgary funk-sters. 


FRI 


BIG JOHN BATES 


& THE VOODOO DOLLZ 


Psychobilly-tainted rock'n'roll featuring the bad girls of 
burlesque! With guests from Calgary THE SMOKIN 45'S. 


SAT 
13 


\ 


SUN 
14 


JERRY JERRY ¢ tue 


SONS OF RHYTHM ORCHESTRA 


With guests VAGIANTS and BLACK MARKET INC. 


RUBBERBAND 


Under the Cover Sundays with DJ DUDEMAN. 


EASILY DANIELLE SARA & 3% 


CS) AMUSED” FRENCH =KAMILA 


Three of Canada's best all cross paths at the Sidetrack! 


WED 


17 


Sk. PATTEICES DAY 


BLOOD DUNGEON 


The Sidetrack’s Annual St. Patty's Day Party with the 
crazy fun of BLOOD DUNGEON! Guiness Pint specials. 


PAUL KELLY 


& THE BOON COMPANIONS 


One of Australia's finer national treasures returns to the 


Track. With guest Joel Kroeker. 


MAR 197 George Bushes CD Release Party MAR ZO. - The Floor, SFO 
(Slow Fresh Oil) 388 Gravy plays Appetite MAR 233% - Iraqi Adopt-a-Town 
MAR 24:57 - Wilfred N & The Grown Men CD Release MAR 2552 - Aaron Booth 


OPEN STAGE MONDAYS 


9PM ¢ NO COVER 


SATURDAY AFTERNOONS ARE FOR 
1PM SATURDAY, MARCH 20 © CALL FOR DETAILS }. 


7 


for more listings and information visit... 


WWW.SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 
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By SEAN AUSTIN-JOYNER 


Who charted? 


In a fit of masochism, | was listening to 
Kelis’s latest single, “Trick Me,” and | 
had a revelation—she’s a brutally bad 
singer. Of course, | knew this already, 
having heard her debut single, 
“Caught Out There,” and her inaugur- 
al album, Kaleidoscope, but | dismissed 
her at the time as a novelty. | certainly 
didn’t think she’d gain the success she 
did once “Milkshake” came out. 

An inferior singer finding success 
isn’t a new thing. Some of our most 
beloved musicians show little vocal tal- 
ent. Bob Dylan’s political views and 
innovative songwriting more 
than made up for what he 
lacked in vocal flair to the point 
where his dismal delivery 
became his trademark. In 
Madonna's case, a keen business 
sense drove her flat vocals to the 
top of the charts. But Kelis is 
neither a strong political figure 
nor a keen businesswoman—as 
is evident from the sight of her 
rolling in her Daisy Dukes while 
covered in bubbles during Spike 
TV's Video Game Awards. 

So with a little help from 
Billboard.com, | decided to take 
a look at the Billboard R&B/Hip- 

Hop Top 20 and see who are 

the hangers-on, caterwaulers 

and hacks, and who’s legit. Call 

it The Good, the Bad and the 

Ying Yang Twins. The Billboard 

chart reads like this: Usher, 
Ruben, Chingy, Twista, Luda, Cassidy, J- 
Kwon, Beyoncé, Hova, Kanye, Ying 
Yang, Alicia, Avant, Sean, T.I., Gunz, 
OutKast, G-Unit and Sleepy. Not a bad 
list, but let me take a closer look (and 
possibly ostracize myself from the 
music community in the process). 

Kanye West’s debut album was 
extremely well-received. Then again, so 
was the latest from Ludacris. Thanks to 
overexposure and the inability to turn 
projects down, Luda has virtually played 
himself out, and Kanye seems to be slow- 
ly heading down the same road. To his 
credit, at least Kanye’s got the produc- 
tion thing to fall back on when his voice 
loses impact. Luda on the other hand.... 

Jay-Z’s The Black Album was the 
best possible way for him to go out, 
bar being horribly slain in a 15-year-old 
dispute over a girl. Though his retire- 
ment still has its doubters (hip-hop 
retirements usually last slightly longer 
then wrestling ones), The Black Album 
and its bootleg counterparts (including 
DJ Danger Mouse’s Beatles/Jay-Z 


hybrid The Grey Album) will be talked - 


about for a long time. 
Sleepy Brown’s not the greatest 
vocalist in the world. It’s his style (and 


his association with OutKast) that'll” 


keep him around. In the long run, 
Brown's going to be typecast as a hook 
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singer and image’man a la Nate Dogg. 
That said, Nate’s richer than most of us- 


_ could ever dream of becoming. __~ 


G-Unit's connection with 50 Cent 
will dictate their career. Group member 
Lloyd Banks is up there with Yoko Ono 
when it comes to name association, 
and with a debut album plagued by 
love songs; the group’s only as relevant 
as their daddy. = 
~~ QOutKast’'s already been around for 
a decade, and it’s showing. Though 
they’re currently making the best 
music of their career, | sense the oblig- 
atory break-up/reunion tour happen- 
ing in the next few years, and that’s 
never a pretty sight. 5 

Young Gunz, who currently. top the 
new releases chart, need to disassoci- 
ate themselves with the Roc-a-Fella 
brand name—fast. With Kanye current- 
ly dominating that roster and Cam’ron 
set to release a new album, the young 
duo will be lost in the shuffle. If Free- 
way couldn’t break out as a solo artist 
amidst that clan, there’s no way these 
two can gain ground. 

Atlanta rapper T.l.’s a great, if limit- 
ed, lyricist. His subject matter may not 


be too relevant up here in Edmonton, 
what with our igloos, back bacon and 
moose attacks, but the conviction in his 
voice cements his status as a name to 
watch. One wrong move, though, and 
he’ll be forgotten faster than Bonecrush- 
er and Field Mob put together. 

Sean Paul’s journey to the top 40 
has sparked mixed reactions. While he’s 
obviously making music more accessi- 
ble than in the past, he’s also alienating 
himself from fans of his previous style. 
Then again, before “Anytime,” Brian 
McKnight was completely under the 
radar of any sales charts (though he’d 
already recorded two albums and 
numerous singles prior to that). 

The Ying Yang Twins are basically 
the ICP of the hip-hop world. Let me 
rephrase that: if gimmicks were bad 
movies, Ying Yang Twins would be 
Ishtar—maybe even House Party 3. As 
soon as people realize their souls are 
being stolen every time they listen to a 
Ying Yang song, the madness will stop. 

Of course, you can find fault with 
any artist, whether they’re cult stars or 
chart-toppers. But maybe if North 
America’s “favourite” artists were held 
up to closer inspection, we wouldn't | 
see Lil Jon’ or Cassidy beating out Cee- 
Lo or Melanie Durrant for those lucra- _ 
tive berths on the Billboard Top 20. © 
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ONE WORLD BEAT GLOBAL MUSIC FEST! 
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Pump your Fest 


JUNOFest 
Announces jam- 
packed schedule of 
concerts (and 
hockey matches) 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


e Junos are underway, and it’s 
Te way more than an awards 
show. 

Edmonton is the host for this year’s 
installment of the Canadian music 
industry’s annual celebration, which 
begins on Friday, April 2 and concludes 
with the Juno Awards on Sunday, April 
4 at Rexall Place. The show, hosted by 
megastar Alanis Morissette, will be tele- 


vised nationally on CTV. 

The Canadian Academy of 
Recording Arts and Sciences (CARAS) 
unveiled the details of JUNOFest 2004. 
at a press conference last Monday at 
the Sidetrack Café. More than 100 
artists, including a large number of 
local acts, will perform in showcases 
at 14 venues across the city between 


e\JUNOS 


Friday, April 2 and Saturday, April 3. 
Among the major artists con- 
firmed to perform include Blackie 
and the Rodeo Kings, the Joel Plaskett 
Emergency, Matt Mays and El Torpe- 
do, Oh Susanna, the Dears, the Trews, 
Sandro Dominelli and Carl Henry. 
Locals also taking to the stage include 


ANY ASAI IES) 


10534 JASPER AVE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
PH.780.428'6825 


girls compete for the 


Painting Daisies, the Floor, Ann 
Vriend, Christian Mena, Bill Bourne, 
Wendy McNeill, the Faunts and King 
Muskafa. The venues hosting the 
showcases are Red’s, Seedy’s, Cook 
County Saloon, Four Rooms, the Nest 
at NAIT, New City, the Powerplant at 
the U of A, Longriders, the Sidetrack 
Café, the Stanley A. Milner Library 
Theatre, the Sugarbowl, Von’s, the 
Masonic Temple and Yardbird Suite. 

Two notable showcases are both 
at Red’s. On Friday, local promoters 
Black Dot will present an all-ages 
punk rock line-up featuring Our Mer- 
cury, the Operators, Mark Birtles Pro- 
ject, Wednesday Night Heroes and 
Mad Bomber Society. On Saturday, 
the Urban Music Association of 
Canada will present a comprehensive 
urban show, featuring War Party, Carl 
Henry, Jeff Hendrick, Politic Live and 
Darkson Tribe, among others. 

Of course, what would a Canadi- 
an festival be without some friendly 
competition on the ice? Juno Week in 
Edmonton will start not with guitars 
and amplifiers, but hockey sticks and 
padding as Canadian rockers square 
off against onetime NHL greats at the 
Agricom Arena, Hall D, on Friday 
April 2 at 1 p.m. The artists’ team, 
coached by Kathleen Edwards, will 
feature Sam Roberts, Andrew Cash, 
Jim Cuddy of Blue Rodeo, Jeremy 
Taggart of Our Lady Peace, Tyler 
Stewart of Barenaked Ladies, Jon Gal- 
lant of Billy Talent and Will Kidman 
of the Constantines. 2 

The NHL team might give them 
a run for their money. That lineup 
will include Lanny McDonald, Brian 
Benning, Rob Brown, Russ Court- 
nell, Brad Dalgarno, Pat Flatley, 
Doug Hicks, Mormand Lacombe and 
Jamie Macoun. Pacing at the bench 


_ will be their coaches in Nickelback. 


Complete details on the 2004 
Juno Week can be found online at 
www.junoawards.ca. O 
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By JENNY FENIAK 


I’m into something Good 


The Good Brothers ¢ With Julie Kerr 
¢ Festival Place (Sherwood Park) ¢ 
Fri, Mar 12 The Good Brothers are liv- 
ing Canadian legends. It all started dur- 
ing the magical year of 1969 when twin 
brothers Bruce and Brian Good were 
playing locally around Toronto as the 
Kinfolk. The following year they met 
James Ackroyd and as James and the 
Good Brothers, their musical careers 
exploded. After a debut gig opening for 
Grand Funk Railroad at Maple Leaf Gar- 
dens, the trio got on board the Festival 
Express, one of the most famous tours in 
Canadian history, featuring Janis Joplin, 
the Band and the Grateful Dead travel- 
ling across the country by train. 

“The Grateful Dead invited us to San 
Francisco,” explains Bruce (who hap- 
pens to be the father of Dallas and Travis 
Good of the Sadies). “We took them up 
on that invitation and that’s when we 
recorded our first album as James and 
the Good Brothers on Columbia.” 

After a couple more trips south of the 


border, Ackroyd relocated permanently; 
the brothers, meanwhile, returned to 
Canada, recruiting their younger, banjo- 
playing brother Larry to form the Good 
Brothers we know today. The trio found 
huge success—starting in 1976, they 
won eight consecutive Juno Awards as 
Best Country Group of the Year. 

They kept it up, Good says, simply 
because music was all they ever knew. 
They released their 14th album, One Sure 
Thing, in 2003 with George, the eldest 
Good brother, serving as executive pro- 
ducer. “[George] put up the money for 
it,” Bruce says, “which enabled us to do 
an album that we wanted to do. We just 
did what we felt we did best and stayed 
away from anything that sounded ‘new 
country.’ We did this record straight from 
the heart and we played music that we 
love to play.” 

The brothers are heading to Europe 
soon where they'll record a live album 
in Munich. “We'll be going back this 
year to Europe for our 25th tour,” 
Bruce says. “That’s really what this new 
live CD is about. It’s sort of to com- 
memorate our 25th tour—not our 
25th year, but over the last 15 years 
we’ve toured there 25 times.” The 
album should be available in Canada 
by mid-summer. 


We got the Beat 


One World Beat ¢ Featuring Bill 
Bourne with Pa Joe and Paul Car- 
roll, Ben Sures, Wendy McNeill, Le 
Fuzz, Global Voices and Kreisha 
Oro ¢ Sacred Heart School (9624- 
108 Ave) * Sat, Mar 20 Eccentric local 


bluesman Bill Bourne is one of my 
absolute favourite musicians. Not only 
does he manage to create wonderfully 
exotic worlds of sound that linger.in the 
imagination for an eternity, but he’s also 
fully aware of the real world he lives and 
works in and the issues affecting it. Last 
year, for instance, Bourne approached 
the Edmonton-based organization 
Change for Children to arrange a con- 
cert as one of 100 different One World 
Beat events. They met their goals last 
year and so now they’re doing it again— 
only this time, bigger and better. 

“The idea is for established artists 
to kind of return to their communities 
and play at small venues to raise 
money and awareness,” explains 
Change for Children’s Nicole Smith. 
“So we're really trying to go with the 
gathering of the global tribe thing and 
kind of raise some awareness that 
there’s a lot of people out there doing 
all kinds of wonderful things and 
there’s a lot of energy around it.” 

This year, One World Beat has chosen 
to donate their proceeds to Keep a Child 
Alive, a charity fighting the spread of 
AIDS in South Africa. Change for Children 
will also receive proceeds from the event 
and direct them towards one of their out- 
reach projects supporting community 
education on AIDS and STDs in Peru as 
well as the local organization HIV Edmon- 
ton. Along with the sounds of some of 


Edmonton's best local performers, locals 


NGOs will set up a fair with tables of liter- 
ature and information for those looking 
to emulate Bourne and learn a little more 
about the world around us. @ 
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SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL 


- VERY BEST OF 

_ 8) GROBAN, JOSH 

| CLOSER 

9) INCUBUS : 
_ CROW LEFT OF THE MURDER 
10) CONNICK, HARRY JR. 
ONLY You eZ 


(4) SCHOOL OF ROCK 
(Widescreen) 


2) LOST IN 
TRANSLATION 
(Widescreen) 

3) FISH CALLED WANDA 

4) PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN (2DVDS) 

5) SPY KIDS 3-D: 

GAME OVER 

6) MISSING (2003) 
(Widescreen) 

7) LION KING 1 1/2 

8) GREAT TRAIN 
ROBBERY 

9) LOONEY TUNES: 
BACK IN ACTION 

| 10) TITANIC (DVD) 
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THE PRESENT LOVER 

(KINETIC) 

SS ee 
Make no mistake: this is the sexiest 
album since Prince’s Dirty Mind. Playing 
out like a tender Sunday-morning love- 
making session, Vladislav Delay’s latest 
opus is all breathy vocals, warm atmos- 
pherics and bittersweet melodies, a 75- 
minute love affair that’s an early 
contender for album of the year. 

If the microhouse movement that 
Delay emerged from earlier in the 
decade was derided as cerebral, dog- 
matic and entrenched in chin-stroking 
masculinity, The Present Lover is emo- 
tive, supple and feminine in its lush 
sonics, soulful moodiness and cos- 
mopolitan sheen. By merging the sub- 
lime atmospherics of ambient techno 
with the ass-shaking bass and sassy 
vibe of American house and R&B, 
tracks like “Shelter,” “Talk in Danger” 
and “Body Speaking” will loosen belt 
buckles at 50 yards and make even the 
most prudish listener want to take it 
off and get it on. In other words, dim 


the lights, turn it up and get ready to 
bounce. ¥ 4x yr Yr Ye —JereD SturFco 


MISSION OF BURMA 
ACCOMPLISHED: 

THE BEST OF MISSION OF BURMA 
(RYKO) 
Se 
Criminally, the Boston group Mission of 
Burma flamed out long before the alter- 
native rock explosion of the 1990s, a 
movement they helped instigate a 
decade earlier. They managed to issue 
just one full-length album, Vs., back in 
1982, before disbanding a year later. But 
bands like R.E.M. and Sugar would later 
imitate their caustic lyricism and musical 
intensity, which itself was inspired by the 
Stooges and Pere Ubu. Hell, even Moby 
paid tribute to them with a cover of the 
paranoid anthem “That's When | Reach 
for My Revolver” on his techno-punk 
Animal Rights album. 

Thankfully, Mission of Burma’s 
finest moments will be introduced to a 
new audience with this amazing col- 
lection—listen to raging documents 
like “Academy Fight Song” and “Fun 
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DEATH IS CERIAIN 


World” and you'll find music that 
sounds as relevant as anything coming 
out of today’s post-punk scene. The 
timing couldn’t be better either, as the 
band is currently finishing their first 
album in 20 years. Like one of their 
songs says, they’ve managed to 
escape their certain fate. Don’t ignore 


this one. te te yr He —Dave JOHNSTON 


ROYCE DA 59” 

DEATH IS CERTAIN 

(KOCH) 

= ee 
After jumping from label to label and 
failing at multiple stabs at cracking the 
charts (including a few forgettable 
club songs), Royce da 5’9” has 
returned with Death Is Certain, an 
album that ought to finally establish 
him as a remarkable MC—no flash, no 
glitter, not a single.low point. 

Royce’s second solo release (third, if 
you count The Lost Sessions) delivers con- 
sistently high-quality, heartfelt lyrics over 
top-notch production. The album’s title 
track (subtitled “It Hurts”) leads the field 
as Royce disassembles the mind of a per- 
son sitting at his friend’s deathbed. The 
song's passion and the staggering detail 
with which Royce illuminates the charac- 
ter’s thought process rivals even the 
Notorious B.1.G.’s “Suicidal Thoughts.” 
Speaking of B.|.G., elsewhere on the 
disc, Royce adds his own unique twist to 
Biggie’s classic “What's Beef.” 

As Eminem’s former partner in Bad 
Meets Evil, Royce’s album shows Slim 
Shady’s influence—if not in tone, then 
at least in delivery and subject matter. 
Now that the two have supposedly fall- 
en out, Royce even takes a few cleverly 


ist: 


recordsa&cds 


your blues 
destroyer 


top 10 sellers 


01. fabulous muscles xiu xiu 

02. bows & arrows walkmen 

03, they were wrong, so we drowned liars 
04. secret wars oneida 

05. panda park 90 day men 


concealed cracks at Em and his lackeys, 
D-12, with lines like “Who could raise 
me after I’d been amazed by Dre/And 
NWA you couldn’t pay me/To back 
your staff for free/I will believe there 
ain’t nothing Shady in the Aftermath.” 
Touché. Yer te te —SeAN AUSTIN-JOYNER 


SQUAREPUSHER 

ULTRAVISITOR 

(WARP) 

SS 
Tom Jenkinson (a.k.a. Squarepusher) 
has always been at the forefront of the 
drum ‘n’ bass scene. As his career has 
progressed, he’s also embraced break- 
beats and electronic improvisation, but 
no record will challenge his core fan- 
base as much as Ultravisitor. 

While he intersperses some reas- 
suring beats and electronics through- 
out the disc, Jenkinson is most intent 
on showing that he can’t be pigeon- 
holed as an electronic music artist. In 
fact, on just about every other song, 
he switches the computers right off, 
from the bass improv of “lambic 9 
Poetry” to the classical guitar solo of 
“Andrei,” Ultravisitor proves that the 
Squarepusher views electronic music 
only as a medium, not the message. 

By crashing an electronic track 
right into a straight jazz piece or back- 
ing a bass solo into a beat-filled dance- 
a-thon, Jenkinson shows that his ideas 
can translate into a variety of genres. 
But where does that leave the listener? 
Ultravisitor is at times so downright 
challenging that it’s tempting to push 
Jenkinson’s music into the back- 
ground, to use it as musical wallpaper 


* while you read a book or do house- 
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ILL EASE THE EXORCIST 


work. | applaud the effort—but with all 
the gear changes, Ultravisitor may end 
up being just too damn clever for its 
own good. ¥& Yr #e —SteveN SANDOR 


ILL EASE 
THE EXORCIST 
(TOO PURE/BEGGARS BANQUET) 
a ee 
This first paragraph is for the music 
geeks out there: Elizabeth Sharp, who is 
the solo songwriter/performer that is Ill 
Ease, was formerly part of the ‘90s 
indie-rock darlings New Radiant Storm 
King. Now, for the other 99.9 per cent 
of you who’ve never heard of New 
Radiant Storm King, let me describe Ill 
Ease as an odd-but-engaging mix of 
guitars, bass and simple beats that’s 
one part hip-hop, one part punk and 
two parts rock ‘n’ roll. It’s a real spartan 
mix—and while there’s more instru- 
mentation here than you’d get from, 
say, the White Stripes, it’s still modern 
rock music in its most basic form. 
Sharp’s lyrics are as raw and dirty as 
the cuts. In “The Skank,” she drones on 
about the grunginess of a watering hole 
and the undesirables dwelling within; 
“junkie Go Home (It’s the Vibrations)” is a 
vitriolic letter of eviction to a drug addict. 
Sharp’s whispery drone and her guitar 
never sound quite in tune with each 
other, but instead of being annoying, it 


only adds to her authenticity. She's proof 
that there are still people who believe 
that making rock music is a nasty busi- 
ness—and that’s a comforting thought 
indeed. tx ve Yr —Steven SANDOR 


CRAIG RICHARDS 

FABRIC 15: TYRANT 

(FABRIC) 

SS a eS 
London’s Tyrant nights first got their 
start with Sasha, Lee Burridge and Craig 
Richards, and it’s the latter two DJs 
who've kept the tyranny in power. As a 
duo, Lee and Craig have two superb 
Tyrant mix compilations to their credit 
and their differences and strengths com- 
plement each other well. The more 
flamboyant Lee is a crowd-pleaser, 
though sometimes to a fault—he’s 
played a few too many flow-kHlling-but- 
applause-getting breakdowns for his 
own good when I’ve caught him live. 
Craig is probably the more grounded 
“Dj's DJ” influence, but they’re really at 
their devastating best when they play 
their complementary smorg of breaks, 
techno and house together. 

Without Lee, Craig’s Fabric 15: 
Tyrant mix is engaging, but it tends to 
crawl up its own asshole—t’s less about 
evoking emotions and more about ana- 
lytical dissection. Mostly, it begs the 
question of whether this is dance music 


cg 


ONT WANT You BACK 


at all or just really cool electronic music 
I'd contend it’s the latter—a glitch tech- 
no and electro-kookhouse head-fuck. If 
this is in fact a good barometer of what's 
currently being played at the Fabric 
club, then it must be filled with raw- 
chinned, beanbag-chair-sitting pothead 
elitists with two left feet. “Dance” music 
it ain’t. Yet y —Yuri WuenscH 


EAMON 

1 DON’T WANT YOU BACK 

(JIVE) 

= ee 
Okay, somebody at Jive is officially trying 
to kill music, and with this shrink- 
wrapped piece of dogshit frorn simian- 
looking Long Island rapper Eamon, | 
think they may have finally succeeded. If 
Slobodan Milosevic can be tried for war 
crimes, then the dirtbags behind Eamon 
should be cuffed, frisked and brought in 
for crimes against music. With song titles 
like “I’d Rather Fuck With You,” “Get Off 
My Dick,” and “| Love Them Ho’s,” 
Eamon and the syphilitic shit-eaters 
responsible for putting this out stand as 
the epitome of how uncreative, ignomin- 
ious and vile the mainstream record 
industry has become. Why even bother 
reviewing it? Well, | figure it’s my duty to 
do all that | can to see that this project 
dies a quick death. Burn in hell, fuckers! 
© —erep Sturrco 


BY WHITEY AND TB PLAYER 
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Charlie Hunter and Bobby Previte 

Come in Reddog This Is Tango Leader 

(Ropeadope) 

Masterfully performed live modern jazz that manages to 
be tasteful and progressive at the same. Nicely bridges 
the heretofore unbridged gap between good, funk- 
tinged modem jazz and the sounds of monkeys fucking. 


World Saxophone Quartet 


Experience 

Gustin Time) 

You look at the cover_and think, “Holy shit—an entire 
band of ubiquitous crazed horn-blowin’ Venice Beach 
hippie burnouts.” But no, there's something going on 
here as WSQ turns eight Hendrix songs on their ear and 
blows some new life into them. It’s pretty arresting, 
heady stuff and contains 400 per cent of the recom- 
mended daily dose of saxophone. 


2 nol or maybe Preparation H. No, more 


til git aaa een of completely — 
. ic album is. 


but what's Toots Hibert’s excuse? On this all-star-assisted 
mash-up, Clapton overplays “Pressure Drop” so badly it 
will have you screaming “Dude, SHUT THE FUCK UP 
ALREADY!!!” at the CD player. Still, there are a few 
moments worth checking out. Willie Nelson‘s out-of- 
context crooning and No Doubt’s take on the classic 
“Monkey Man” are great, but it’s still an unnecessary 
tribute to Toots’s universal impact. 


The Poozies 

Changed Days, Same Roots 

(Compass) 

Sturgeon’s Law says 90 per cent of everything is crap. 
That’s certainly true of the music world—in fact, | think 
95 per cent might be more like it. In any case, when it 
comes to Celtic/Irish music, this record is definitely in 
the top five percentile. A nice, relaxing listen with great 
playing and vocals, even if | can’t tell what the hell 
they're saying. I’m going for a Guinness. 


_ Another five-per-center, this time in the soundtrack cate- 


gory. Most soundtracks are either background noise or a f 
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By DAVID STONE 


The Toronto deejays 


Walking down Toronto’s Queen Street 
West last Saturday night amid the bustle 
of Canadian Music Week, | recalled that 
it wasn’t very long ago that the entire 
world feared this place. SARS made the 
city a hot zone, scaring away thousands 
and seriously damaging not just the 
local economy but the nation as a 
whole. Yet here were oodles of people 
hopping in and out of cabs, jumping 
queues and yelling into cellphones, all 
having the time of their lives. 

The city has undergone a renais- 
sance in the wake of SARS, as if the 
imposed quarantine was really a cocoon 
from which another lifeform could later 
emerge. Take System Soundbar. 
Although it’s been a cornerstone of 
Toronto’s electronic dance music scene, 
many have complained about its dank 
environment and patchy sound system. 
In a couple of weeks, though, the club 
will throw open its doors to a massive 
audio and visual upgrade and invite 
Steve Lawler down to push the new 
speakers with his trademark tribal beats. 

Back on Queen Street, there’s a clever 
little doorway between a boutique and a 
soap store that you could easily miss if 
you weren't looking for it. For those in 
the know, however, it’s the entrance to 
the posh Ultra Supper Club. It’s not cheap 
here—a dinner for two can average 
around $200, according to 
Toronto.com—but good luck getting a 
quick bite on the weekends. The lineup 
starts on Friday and doesn’t let up—after 
dinnertime, the tables get moved and the 
deep house begins. Formerly known as 
Bamboo, the space is now an elegant mix 


MSs ee | ae 


of brick, cloth and metal, with cedar 
accents outside and a large rooftop patio. 

The folks behind Ultra are the same 
ones who established the Kool 
Haus/Orange Room/Guvernment 
nightlife complex down on Toronto's 
waterfront. We'll get a little taste of that 
vibe on Friday night when Guvernment 
resident Mark Oliver drops into New 
City during a quick jaunt out west. The 
Scottish-born D} doesn’t like to wander 
far from home because he’s incredibly 
loyal to his Saturday-night residency at 
the giant club—and who can blame 
him? Thousands turn out every week to 
hear him spin a diverse blend of pro- 
gressive, trance and house all night 
long, and he’s earned the envy of just 
about every international DJ) who’s 
shared the decks with him at the club. 

Some of that international talent will 
be here next Thursday (March 18) over 
at our own Escape Ultra Lounge. United 
Productions is settling into the year with 
some strong shows, a trend that contin- 
ues with the triple shot of Ferry 
Corsten, Lisa Lashes and Ronald Van 
Gelderen. Corsten is on tour promoting 
his new album Right of Way, which 
includes the club classic “Punk” and the 
new monster “Rock Your Body, Rock”— 
which has been recently treated to an 
delicious breaks revision by Rennie Pil- 
grem—while Van Gelderen is emerging 
from behind his Kid Vicious guise. And 
Lisa? She’s a party monster, for sure, lay- 
ing out killer hard-edged house and 
trance with exotic flair. Tickets have been 
flying pretty fast out of the local outlets. 

Other notable shows to fill up your 
calendar—iocal live electronic outfit Diet- 
zche V and the Abominable Snowman 
headline the\ Merge the Strengths show 
at Halo on Friday, March 18, U.K. party 
rocker Judge Jules makes up for his snow 
delay on Thursday, April 1 at Escape, New 
York house D] Roger Sanchez returns to 
the Standard on Thursday, April 8, and 
U.K. progressive duo Way Out West bring 
their live show to Calgary’s Whiskey 
Nightclub on Sunday, May 9. And don’t 
forget to drop into Foosh’s new loca- 
tion on Whyte Avenue—it’s pretty damn 
swank. Yeah, Toronto might be nice, but 
we still get the action. © 
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The pleasure of her Company 


With her new 

ballet movie, Neve 
Campbell’s career 
gets back on pointe 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


was arguably the most successful, 
igh-profile Canadian actress in 
Hollywood. The Party of Five star (and 
the pride of Guelph, Ontario) was the 
tare TV actor to have made a success- 
ful transition to film, appearing in 
cult hits like 1996’s The Craft and the 
kinky guilty-pleasure 1998 thriller 
Wild Things as well as headlining the 
very lucrative Scream franchise as 
perennial slasher bait Sidney Prescott. 
But a string of embarrassing, C-list 
flops that included 54, Three to Tango 
and Drowning Mona seemed to have 
wiped Campbell clean off the show- 
biz map. She was still doing interest- 
ing work in films like Henry Bromell’s 
Panic (opposite William H. Macy) and 
Alan Rudolph’s Investigating Sex, but 
those were tiny indie productions 
that barely saw the light of day. “It’s a 
strange thing to be saying about a 29- 
year-old actress,” Jeffrey Wells wrote 
last July in his online movie column 
“Hollywood Elsewhere,” “but from a 
perceptual point of view, Neve Camp- 
bell has been pretty much dead for 
the last four years.” 

Ouch. Perhaps part of the prob- 
lem was that Campbell had scored 
her greatest successes in TV soap 
operas, slasher pictures and erotic 
thrillers—easily dismissible genres 
that don’t exactly allow an actor to 
build up alot of goodwill with 
reviewers. A comment culture writer 
Adam Sternbergh’s made about her 
in 2000—“Neve Campbell is very 
adept at jutting her chin out ina 
plucky, defiant manner”—pretty 
much sums up the prevailing critical 
attitude toward her acting ability. 

Well, it’s fun to snicker at celebri- 
ties when they’re down, but with the 
release of Robert Altman’s The Com- 
pany, which Campbell conceived, 
co-wrote, co-produced and stars in as 


Ayres as 2000, Neve Campbell 


Loretta “Ry” Ryan, an ambitious 
young dancer with Chicago’s Joffrey 
Ballet troupe, Campbell has made a 
remarkably convincing bid for artis- 
tic credibility. (You sure don’t see Jen- 
nifer Love Hewitt or Lacey Chabert 
producing and starring in the latest 
Altman movie, do you?) 


“1 ORIGINALLY HAD THIS IDEA at a 
studio seven years ago,” Campbell 
says over the phone from Los Ange- 
les. “But I realized over the course of 
about six months of developing the 
script with them that they wanted a 
more typical plotline with a more 
typical narrative—they wanted a 
movie with me in it that happened 
to be about dance instead of a movie 
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about dance that happened to have 
me in it. For me, it wasn’t about 
finding a piece that would spotlight 
me; it was a story I wanted to tell 
and felt passionate about. If it had 
been about me, it would have been a 
different film—and I don’t think it 
would have been as good.” 

And so, rather than do a typical 
ballet soap opera in the vein of The 
Turing Point or White Knights or even 
The Red Shoes, Campbell wanted a 
movie that realistically portrayed the 
unglamourous, workaday world of 
dance that she knew from her days as 
a student at Canada’s National Ballet 
School. The script she developed with 
Barbara Turner (who's perhaps best- 
known for writing the Jennifer Jason- 
Leigh film Georgia) contains a few 
familiar ballet-movie plot elements— 
there’s a star dancer who snaps a ten- 
don in rehearsal and must be replaced 
by an unknown, there’s a romance 
between Campbell and her new work- 
ing-class boyfriend (a cook played by 
James Franco), and there are plenty of 
tense opening nights—but they’re 
handled in an unusually oblique, 
non-melodramatic way. This is about 
as close to a fly-on-the-wall documen- 
tary as it’s possible for a fiction film to 
come; it barely even feels scripted, 
and I mean that as a compliment. If 
The Company is a “vanity project” on 


Campbell's part, it’s the least egocen- | 
tric vanity project ever made; Camp- 
bell may get top billing, but it’s the 
dancers as a whole who are the star. 


give a more realistic view of what 
dancers in a company go through, 
both artistically and financially. I 


| Secret Window 
strikes our critic 


_with Split Reviewer 
| Syndrome 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


[Editor's note: Many readers may find 
this review to be fragmented, unclear and 
| generally below Vue’s usual professional 
standard. Given a tight deadline, Mr. 
Gibson wrote his review on a laptop while 
watching the film, planning to edit it and 


| e-mail the final draft soon after. Unfortu- 
“The idea,” Campbell says, “was to | 


think it’s one of the most misunder- | 


stood and unappreciated of all art- 
forms; I don’t think people really 
understand the athleticism of the 
dance world. People are very fascinat- 
ed by the athleticism of the sports 
world but they don’t seem all that 
interested in what dancers go through, 
even though it’s very much the same. 
And surviving financially is particular- 
ly challenging for dancers—even in a 
large company like the Joffrey Ballet, 
there’s not a lot of money, even 
though they're one of the top compa- 
nies in North America. For Gerald 
Arpino, the company’s artistic director, 


going out and begging for money.” 


ARPINO—OR AT LEAST a comically 
exaggerated version of him named 
Alberto Antonelli—is played in the 
film by Malcolm McDowell. It’s by far 
the film’s juiciest role: Antonelli has 
the infuriating habit of unexpectedly 
popping into rehearsals, announcing 
“I’m not here,” making frustrating 
last-minute alterations to the lights or 
the choreography and then racing out 
of the room to another meeting when- 
ever anybody tries to confront him or 
pin him down on a decision. You get 
the feeling that for all his references to 
his troupe as his “babies,” the individ- 
ual dancers are fairly disposable to 
him—and yet there’s something about 
his energy, his charisma and his gen- 
uine passion for dance that keeps this 
unwieldy organization afloat. 

“What I love about that character,” 
Campbell says, “is that even though 
he’s a bit of a megalomaniac, you 
understand the pressure he’s under and 
you see him racing from board meet- 
ings to the studio and telling the 
dancers what he wants from them 
before he hurries off again. He seems 
insensitive at times, but you under- 


| 


nately, he seems to have been stricken 
with some sort of paralysis in the theatre. 
All that remains is this rough first draft, 
which ambulance workers found still 
flickering on his laptop screen.] 


notes in the publicity kit say? 
mm... after penning the screen- 
play for Panic Room and now writing 
and directing Secret Window, | 
think David Koepp might be painting 
himself into a comer. What’ll his next 
project be? Fear Closet? Hidden Shower? 
Okay, here we go. Wipers on the 
windshield, then 
Mort Rainey (John- 
ny Depp), shadows 
under his eyes, is 


| R et’s see—what do these production 


motel, and finds his wife Amy (Maria 
Bello) in bed with Ted (Timothy Hut- 
ton). Six months later now, and the 
camera is gliding over the shimmering 
water of a lake, it reaches a remote 
cabin, enters through a small upstairs 
window, roves past a laptop screen, 
then actually goes into the mirror, 
which reflects a bespectacled, tousle- 
haired Depp sleeping on the couch. 
Okay, this is pretty cool—gothic set- 
tings, nice glass motif. (They even got 
Philip Glass to do the music.) 

Seems that Mort (hey, that’s 
French for death) is a thriller writer, 
and the sentences on his laptop 
screen are about a man who finds his 
wife cheating on him. So Secret Win- 
dow is a movie about art reflecting 
life? Geez, this could get confusing. 

Yikes. John Turturro’s just 
showed up as this ominous, drawl- 
ing guy from Mississippi named 
Shooter who claims that Mort stole 
his story. After some comic relief 
between Mort and his housekeeper, 
it seems that this Shooter guy’s 1997 
manuscript is identical to a story, 
“Secret Window,” that Mort pub- 
lished in a June 1995 issue of Ellery 
Queen’s Mystery Magazine. The story 
seems to be based on that upstairs 
window the camera went through at 
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| heading back to a night-shrouded 
probably 70 per cent of his job is | 


back when they were married. 

Seems Mort is pretty bitter thatys 
Amy is.filing for divorce and is still 
with Ted. And it seems that Mort the 
now-struggling writer ripped off a 
story once before, plus he talks to him- 
self a lot and he’s a snotty urbanite 
who thinks the townsfolk of nearby 
Tashmore Lake are all slow and suspi- 
cious of him. Not to mention his nasty 
words to this Shooter guy, calling him 
a “cracker bastard” and an “ignorant 
hick.” And now Shooter's gone and 
stabbed Mort’s dog in the head with a 
screwdriver. Now he’s burned down 
Amy’s house back in New York. Now 
he’s framing Mort for some nasty mur- 
ders. Seems this Shooter guy really * 
wants Mort to publish his story with 
his ending, the only part that’s differ- 
ent from Mort's version. 


OH CRAP. Secret Window's not what 
it seems. There’s a major twist in the 
road all of a sudden, a big crack in 
the mirror. All the stereotypes are 
turned on their head, and it’s tough 
to criticize the loose writing when 
it’s been purposely done that way, 
and if I’d looked carefully, all the 
hints were there— 

Arrggh! I feel Split Reviewer Disor- 
der setting in. The 
Folksy Populist 
Reviewer in me,* 
a.k.a. Ebert, says 
this is a pretty entertaining adapta- 
tion of a Stephen King novella. Not 
that scary, sure, but pretty dark and 
tricky at the end. Plus Depp brings as 
much gravitas to a campy, neurotic 
writer as he can. (And I think I know 
what happened to the housekeeper.) 
But the Hardbitten Artsy Critic in me 
says that the broad strokes can’t be 
removed with a deft flick of the 
writer's pen. There’s something a little 
too pat here. Plus Turturro seems 
wasted. (And what the hell happened 
to the housekeeper?) 

But then there was that sly allu-g 
sion to Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, 
and there's some nice delving into the 
notion of a writer’s subconscious, and 
there's the creepy stuff with Mort 
slowly regressing into a boyish state.... 
Oh God! Even my split reviewer per- 
sonalities have sub-critics! Am I talking 
to myself? Speaking out loud? People 
are staring at me! Get away from the 
laptop. Is this a Vue Pick? No, damn it. 
Why not, snob? Don’t change your 
mind! No. Turn around. Go back on 
your opinion. Which one? No. Don’t _ 
go back. Noyesnoyes— [End of recov" 
ered hard drive file. —Ed.]@ 


SECRET WINDOW 
Directed and written by David Koepp © 
Starring Johnny Depp, John Turturro and 
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Sata’s cheerleaders 


Brazilian biopic tells 
story of legendary 
cross between 
RuPaul and Superfly 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


us e setting is Rio de Janeiro in 1932, 
and the opening moments of Karim 
Ainouz's Madame Sata feel like a 

nearly perfect fit for the popular Amer- 
ican crime films of that same period: 
Joao Francisco dos Santos's battered 
face stares into the camera in faux mug 
shot while we hear a voice announcing 
dos Santos's crimes, proclaiming that 
he’s a menace to society and a human 
beast of no redeeming value. We know 


right away that he’s going to be the 
hero of our story. 

Dos Santos was, in fact, a real-life 
hero, though of a sort that even the 
grimiest gangster flicks of the ’30s 
and ’40s would never have touched 
with a 10-foot pole. An angry, tough, 
darkly seductive, kickboxing male 
hustler and thief who aspired to be 
an exotic drag queen version of 
Josephine Baker, dos Santos, who 
died nearly 30 years ago now, is 
brought to life in Madame Sata by a 
beguiling and powerful young actor 
named Lazaro Ramos. Ramos gives a 
gutsy, animalistic performance but he 
also transmits a deeper weight within 
dos Santos and allows us to sense the 
more reflective side to his personality. 

Ramos is the strongest and most 
consistent single component of 


Madame Sata, an intriguing biopic 
that has great fits of energy and 
sports an appealing swagger, but has 
difficulty in sustaining momentum or 
finding its real story. Ainouz certainly 
finds his aesthetic: the slick, saturated 
colours (not unlike those in Brazil’s 
most celebrated cinematic export of 
late, City of God) give the movie a 


Z 


dank fecundity, and the hand-held 
camerawork impressively careens into 
close-ups so tight we can practically 
smell the sweat on each character's 
brow. Yet Ainouz also knows when to 
remain at a distance, as in the steamy 
sex scene between dos Santos and a 
young buck he picks up who resem- 


bles “an Indian prince.” 


THE PROBLEM with Madame Sata 
doesn’t lie in any of its smaller com- 
ponents, but in its overall sense of 
purpose, which is elusive at best. Dos 
Santos became a cultural icon, a crim- 
inal martyr and celebrated sexual out- 
cast who could make Jean Genet 
quiver with envy and desire, but his 
place in his own biography feels 
unsure. We see him ditch his job as a 
dresser for a nightclub act when he 
feels insulted by the performer he’d 
give anything to trade places with; we 
see him spend time with his female 
prostitute/partner (played appealingly 
by Marciela Cartxo) and small child; 
we see him do some exhilarating ass- 
kicking when six cops force their way 
into his home to investigate a theft 


He wanted it all... 


perpetrated by dos Santos and his 
ultra-effeminate live-in grifter pal But 
we see these events as episodes and 
not as a complete whole. 

Having said all that, I wouldn’t 
put off anyone feeling heartily* 
inclined toward the material. It may 
not all come together, but Madame 
Sata does pack a few punches and is 
one of the strongest, more genuinely 
provocative pieces of queer cinema 
Edmonton's seen in quite a while. © 


MADAME SATA 

Directed by Karim Ainouz * Written by 
Karim Ainouz, Marcelo Gomes and 
Sérgio Machado ® Starring Lazaro 
Ramos, Marciela Cartaxo and Flavio 
Bauraqui © Zeidler Hall, The Citadel « 
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The Corporation 
takes a withering 
view of the dominant 
institution of our time 
By JOSEF BRAUN 
t the end of a mid-afternoon 
Alesis of what will likely stand 
the most extraordinary Canadi- 
an film of 2004, I found myself sur- 
rounded by a packed house of 
moviegoers suddenly erupting into 


applause. I was in a shopping mall 
multiplex in Vancouver. The film was 


Bi 


two-and-a-half hours long and, if you 
can believe this, a documentary! Puz- 
zlingly, there were no filmmakers pre- 
sent, yet the reception was a roaring, 
heartfelt one, the sort of thing you 
might expect from a sneak preview of 
something as explosion-saturated as 
Bad Boys II. This is the power of The 
Corporation. 

The Corporation, which opens in 
Edmonton on March 19, works. 
Directed by Manufacturing Consent’s 
Mark Achbar, edited by Jennifer 
Abbott and written by Joel Bakan 
(whose accompanying book has just 
been released), it’s a sprawling yet 
digestible critique of modern soci- 
ety’s most omnipresent institution. 
Since a corporation is by law granted 
the rights of an individual, the film 
assumes the structure of a personal 
psychological analysis only to con- 
clude, rather convincingly, that “the 
corporation” is a psychopath. As 
witty as this structure is, the impor- 
tant facts that support it are backed 
up by an equal measure of soberly 
presented research. 

The film features illuminating, 
well-selected commentaries from the 
likes of Noam Chomsky, Howard Zinn 
and Naomi Klein and, in one of his 
less self-promoting appearances, 
Michael Moore. It brilliantly relays 
the story of the Fox News whistle- 
blowers whose careers were threat- 
ened while trying to bring the truth 
about Monsanto’s bovine growth hor- 


OW Tit COVER 


Compan 


mone to public attention. Yet it also 
features the testimonies of a variety of 
high-ranking corporate figures, most 
of whom resemble nothing so villain- 
ous as a slightly irritating uncle. But as 
Chomsky himself says: “When you 
look at a corporation, just like when 
you look at a slave owner, you want 
to distinguish between the institution 
and the individual.” 

Abbott spoke with me by phone 
Tuesday morning from her home on 
Galliano Island, a peaceful refuge 
where she edited the 450 hours of 
raw footage amassed by Achbar into 
the thoroughly engaging 145 min- 
utes that constitute The Corporation. 


Vue Weekly: Perhaps you could 
start by explaining how the project 
began and how your participation 
came about. 

Jennifer Abbott: Joel and Mark 
came up with the premise for The Cor- 
poration almost seven years ago now. 
Both were working with globalization 
issues and they had a conversation in 
which it struck them as kind of shock- 
ing that no one had done a piece on 
this institution, the dominant institu- 
tion of our time. I started working 
with Mark on another piece [Two 
Brides and a Scalpel: Diary of a Lesbian 
Marriage], and since my academic 
background is in radical political 
thought, I felt the idea of The Corpora- 
tion was absolutely essential. 1 came 
on board in the production phase, 
after much of the pitching and pro- 
posals and fundraising had transpired 
in those first three years. 

VW: Was it difficult to finance a 
film designed to criticize the very 
organizations that will eventually 
come to distribute it? 

JA: It was difficult, but not neces- 
sarily for the reason you just stated. 
You'd think after the success of Manu- 
facturing Consent, funding bodies like 
the NFB would be on board immedi- 
ately, and that wasn’t the case at all. 
We weren't asking for funding from 
large corporations—although we did 
end up getting a $100,000 grant from 
Rogers, something they’re legally 


mandated to give as part of their con- 
ditions for licence. It took three years 
to get the broadcasters on board, 
which enabled us to get Telefilm 
Canada support. But we also went 
over budget, so financing was cer- 
tainly an ongoing process. The short 
answer to your question is really 
that funding any sort of documen- 
tary is never easy. 

VW: I'd imagine making a film 
about an essentially faceless world- 
wide institution would seem too 
broad a challenge for most filmmak- 
ers. How did you establish your focus? 

JA: That’s a good question 
because when you set out to make a 


film about the corporation, you're 
setting out to make a film about the 
world. It’s an ambitious subject. And 
we had an outrageous shooting 
tatio—450 hours of footage—but we 
tried to maintain rigorous criteria, so 
that whatever was being presented 
had to be discussed through the filter 
of the corporation as an institution. 

VW: It’s interesting that, ina 
sense, you as activists felt it impor- 
tant to play by some of your ene- 
mies’ rules. 

JA: Why do you draw that con- 
clusion? 
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VW: Well, there’s something 
compelling in the notion that if 
you're going to examine an institu- 
tion, you're going to do so by its 
own standards, thus you employ the 
business-as-individual metaphor, the 
psychological diagnosis and present 
your case in sort of a peppy, tautly 
paced, very modern businesslike 
fashion, with the rapid montages 
and soundbites and so forth. 

JA: I think in some ways we ana- 
lyze [the corporation] by its standards 
but in others we definitely don’t. The 
corporation prioritizes the economic 
realm above every other, but in the 
film we prioritize the philosophical 
and ethical realm. And there's a cor- 
porate aesthetic, but it’s a clearly 


ironic one. There’s an arc in the film, 
a legal argument, that the corporate 
culture would certainly understand, 
but there’s also a lot of emotional res- 
onance for viewers. I was always ask- 
ing myself how this footage would 
impact the viewers emotionally, pay- 
ing a lot of attention to the emotion- 
al rhythms, and I don’t think that’s a 
part.of-corporate culture. 

VW: Good point. But in order to 
reach your audience, it’s also desir- 
able to make the film engaging, 
entertaining and persuasive, and the 
emotional journey is arguably an 
integral part of that. 

JA: You're absolutely right, and 


e 


aus 


that was a real challenge for us, 
because how do you make an ideas- 
based piece entertaining? The 
answers aren't as forthcoming as with 
a fictional story or a documentary 
about a charismatic person. We had 
to find that entertaining structure. 

VW: I believe one of the most 
important choices you made was to 
devote so much screen time to com- 
ments and defences offered by the 
corporate heads, some of whom 
seem disturbingly nice, like [former 
Shell chairman] Mark Moody-Stuart 
for example. Was a “let them hang 
themselves” strategy in the fore- 
front of your minds when you con- 
ceived the film? 

JA: Well, we never set out to 
demonize the people within these 
corporations. Yes, they have agency 
and they make decisions, but they’re 
working within an institutional struc- 
ture that has limitations. As for hang- 
ing themselves, without question it 
was very important that we had cor- 
porate insiders saying the things they 
said—to have Ray Anderson saying, 
“In the future, people like me are 
going to put in jail,” or Milton Fried- 
man saying there are real problems 
with externalities or Michael Walker 
from the Fraser Institute saying all 
those ridiculous things—he's the one 
that really hangs himself. But it was 
important to us that we treat each 
interview subject respectfully, not 
taking their words out of context or 


placing footage over top that slants 
your interpretation. 

VW: Even before the film starts, 
I’m personally sympathetic to the 
views of commentators like Chomsky 
and Klein in particular, but what real- 
ly takes my participation in the film 
to another level is hearing figures like 
Ray Anderson [CEO of the world’s 
largest carpet manufacturer] speak out 
about their own personal issues with 
the irresponsibilities of corporations. 

JA: He was actually a very late 
interview in the process, and when 
we got him I felt “This is something 
we've been waiting for, something 
magic,” because he’s so authentic 
with that Jimmy Carter accent, say- 
ing he plundered the earth as a CEO 
for 21 years until he had this 
epiphany. The Corporation was always 
evolving depending on what we'd get 
in the field, and he really changed it. 
People seem very inspired by him. 

VW: Given that the film’s subject 
is this pervasive institution with such 
power and so little accountability, 
that there’s a lack of evil bad guys to 
heap scorn on, were you ever con- 
cerned that after putting so much 
work into this project that you might 
wind up presenting something that’s 
ultimately just depressing? 

JA: Well, I think we could find 
those bad guys. It just wasn’t our goal. 

VW: [Laughs.] Fair enough. 

JA: But without question, the lat- 
ter part of the film was the hardest to 
put together because we didn’t want 
to end on a note of absolute despair. 
There’s a funny story about the film’s 
opening at the Bloor Cinema in 
Toronto: the ceiling started to col- 
lapse and there was a lot of panic, 
though no one was hurt. Joel brought 
a piece of the ceiling with him to 
Sundance and he told everyone that 
he felt too bad because the ceiling 
collapsed just as the film was about to 
become more hopeful! But it’s the last 
part of the film that shows the fis- 
sures in this monolithic system, that 
there are instances where people win 
battles against huge corporations. 

VW: There's a rather intimidat- 
ing gulf of abstraction to be 
breached between people’s personal 
moral concerns and the comfort 
many of them take in the products 
and services that corporations pro- 
vide. Do you ever fear that, ina 
country as relatively comfortable as 
Canada, people simply aren’t forced 
to question what's at stake? 

JA: We’re extraordinarily privi- 
leged, but that doesn’t mean that peo- 
ple aren’t feeling alienated. That 
comfort we have doesn't always lead 
to satisfaction, and I think a lot of 
Canadians are feeling disenfranchised, 
that corporations have too much 
power in their lives, that they're tak- 
ing over public space. The film is com- 
ing during a time with a lot of 
high-profile corporate scandals, a time 
when Monsanto's tried to bribe Health 
Canada to pass bovine growth hor- 
mones. And it's a time when more 
people sense that their government is 


perhaps more concerned with corpo- _ 


tate interests than popular ones. We're 
privileged, but the hope is that with 
privilege comes the knowledge that 
social empowerment is attainable. @ 


THE CORPORATION 
Directed by Jennifer Abbott and Mark Achbar 
* Written by Joel Bakan * Opens Fri, Mar 19 
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Dead reckoning 


Allan King records 
five people's final 
days in unforgettable 
Dying at Grace 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


father died after a painful strug- 

gle with lung cancer. My 
grandmother lived in their farm- 
house by herself for the next 24 
years, before finally moving into a 
room at a rest home. While I was 
visiting her last Christmas, shortly 
after her 98th birthday, my aunt told 
me how she remembered holding 
my grandfather's hand and telling 
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“Finger Lickin’ Good... 
Sly, Raunchy and 
Very Funny” 


-Eye Weekly 
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him, “Let it go, Dad, just let it go.” 
My grandfather died at home, 
among his family. In Allan King’s 
Dying at Grace, terminally ill 
patients while away their final days 
in the Salvation Army Toronto Grace 
Health Centre. Before the film’s first 
image, white words on a black back- 
ground explain: “This film is about 
the experience of dying. Five 
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patients in a palliative care ward for 
the terminally ill agreed to share 
their experience in the hope that it 
would be useful for the living.” 

In a recent Globe and Mail list of 
the top 20 documentaries, the Cana- 
dian filmmaker’s 1967 look at an 
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Ontario teen group home, Warrendale, 
and his 1969 account of a disintegrat- 
ing union, A Married Couple, both 
made the cut. With his latest film, 
King has fashioned a grim, gripping 
examination of human beings in their 
final days. As Dying at Grace reminds 
us, life—long or short, easy or hard— 
has an enthralling, all-consuming 
hold on us, right up to the bitter end. 
The film, crisply shot by Peter 
Walker in digital Betacam, nicely 
intersperses aerial shots of wintry 
Toronto with tapes of nurses’ latest 
reports on the patients with detailed 
footage of the five sufferers. Carmela 
Nardone has already received her last 
rites and sacrament and requested 
that her family not be around when 
she dies. Joyce Bone has already lost 
her husband, brother, parents and 


CT () 


children. She wants to believe in an 
afterlife, but can’t. Eda Simac, who 
seems to be getting stronger after a 
battle with cancer, has recently lost 
her twin sister Frieda and refuses to let 
anyone except her brother-in-law visit 
her. Richard Pollard is a longtime drug 
user with a rough, torturous past who 
is suffering from lung cancer. Lloyd 
Greenway is a former pastor whose 
horror of dying is only matched by 
his boyfriend Norms grief. 
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King, who has full, achingly hon- 
est access to these people’s last days, 
seems to deliberately avoid much 
background. Some of the patients’ 
afflictions are never revealed, their 
pasts are left murky and the various 
hopes and hurdles Eda faces remain 
unclear. The nurses’ conversations 
with their patients are flatly delivered 
in a standard medical tone. One head 
nurse is a particularly exasperating fig- 


~ ure, at times consoling, at other times 


trying to prod the dying women 
towards a reconciliation with God. 


ULTIMATELY, Dying at Grace leaves us 
with human beings stripped down to 
their essence. This is a devastating, 
stark portrait of five people who are 
left with only their bodies, as the lin- 
gering, unflinching camera lens looks 
on. As a nurse pulls up Joyce's pants 
after administering a shot of 
painkillers, the increasingly helpless 
woman clings to the nurse’s shoul- 
ders. Richard breaks down as he 
admits that he is scared, after such a 
rocky, frenzied life, to die so passively. 
Lloyd’s gurgling breaths are the only 
sound in the room as Norm looks on. 
As death nears, each patient's face is 
eerily similar: the flesh is stretched 
taut, the mouth puckers into a black 
cavity, and there is only skin moving 
over bone. The end is simple, reveal- 
ing the body as an empty shell. 
Again and again, patients and 
their loved ones tell themselves or are 
advised to go “day by day” or “take it 
one day at a time.” But clichés can’t 
help: Norm’s sadness is overwhelm- 
ing, and the change that comes over 
Eda in a few weeks is startling. Here is 
none of the sentimentality that per- 
vades the climactic death scene in the 
overblown The Barbarian Invasions. 
Dying at Grace shows suffering that 
must simply be slowly, awfully 
endured by patient and family alike. 
But is its stated aim achieved? 
How “useful” is this film for the liv- 
ing? Well, it can’t help us “under- 
stand” the unknowable, of course. 
And death can never be completely 
demystified or stoically dealt with, 
but King gives us as haunting an 
encounter with mortality as it’s pos- 
sible to have. By simply showing 
slow, inexorable death in its horrible 
reality, Dying at Grace grapples with 
this last screen taboo, and our great- 
est fear. And maybe, after you pass 
through to the other side of this 
unforgettable film, you'll come te 
reflect more circumspectly and 
humbly upon your own life. © 
_ DYING AT GRACE 
Directed by Allan King ¢ Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel © Fri-Sun, Mar 12-14 
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Mowat laureates 


The Snow Walker 
captures the stark 
beauty of Canada’s 
north like no film 
ever has 


By MALCOLM AZANIA 
(MINISTER FAUST) 


movie. Not that Disney produced 

it. And not that The Sriow Walker is 
a shallow, marketing-driven beakerful 
of distilled crap. I mean that Charles 
Martin Smith’s script and direction has 
made a film in the classic Uncle Walt, 
live-action, wilderness-adventure sense 
of earnest, genuine beauty. Through 
Smith’s respectful, articulate craft, Far- 
ley Mowat’s short story “Walk Well, 
My Brother” becomes a gripping 
account of how a mismatched couple 
finds love. But thankfully, there’s no 
condom-coated Hollywood consum- 
mation to this love story. Instead, 
Barry Pepper as the cocky, damaged, 
Anglo-Canadian WWII pilot Charlie 
Halliday and newcomer Annabella 
Piugattuk as the mysterious inuit 
teenager Kanaalaq find a connection 
of hearts far more humbly grand. 

1953. The North. Halliday flies 
folks and freight over the last great 


T: Snow Walker is a Disney 


frontier, a landscape so vast and fore- 
boding that one pilot describes it as a 
sprawling deathtrap. Hustler Halliday, 
who has his own secret side-trade 
(airlifted soda pop, can you believe 
it?), encounters an Inuit family on 
the tundra whose 18-ish daughter has 
TB. The Reaper's not ready to take her 
yet, but he’s served the papers. Han 
Solo-esque Halliday agrees to take her 
to a hospital only after the family 
pays him off with ivory. Of course, 
they never make it, crashing in the 
approximate centre of absolute 
limbo. Halliday leaves Kanaalaq so he 
can walk 300 kilometres to find help, 
essentially sentencing the sick, silent 
girl to death. His idiotic plan of hik- 
ing 20 miles a day for 10 days ends 
with him cold, hungry, wet and dri- 
ven nearly insane by a black blizzard 
of approximately one trillion north- 
em mosquitoes (slightly smaller than 
cats). Kanaalaq finds him, treats his 
wounds and teaches him the Inuit 
way. No, it’s no shock they find love. 
The shock is in its expression. 

Smith, who starred in an adapta- 
tion of Mowat’s Never Cry Wolf and is 
best known as the forensic accountant 
whose insight brings down Al Capone 
in The Untouchables, must have fallen 
in love with northern Canada like T.E. 
Lawrence fell in love with Arabia. 
Smith revels in Inuit nature-craft, from 
making a shelter to designing a cari- 


The Company 


Continued from page 43 


stand his love of the company. And 
Bob [Altman] loves his company too. 
He's probably the best director around 
at creating a world instead of just fol- 
lowing a narrative, and taking, like, 80 
characters and building a story around 
all of them. He really is a choreograph- 
er in his own right—the way he'll get a 
group of actors together and say, ‘Okay, 
here's an idea I want you to improvise 
on, and I'll move four or five cameras 
around while you do it and then get 
into the editing room and find out 
what the story is from there.’” Even the 
scenes between Campbell and Franco— 
for instance, a wonderful sequence in 
which Franco sits in a phone booth at a 
bar and silently watches Campbell play 
a round of pool with herself—feel like 
dance numbers. 


ALTMAN HAS TOLD interviewers that 
he rarely attended the ballet prior to 
making The Company, but he’s done a 
superb job with the film’s many dance 
sequences—the Lar Lubovitch-choreo- 
graphed duet Campbell performs with 
Domingo Rubio to-“My Funny Valen- 
tine” on a rainswept outdoor stage is 
absolutely heartstopping. (The 
months of training Campbell under- 
went to get back into dancing condi- 
tion after 10 years away from the stage 
were well worth it.) I even like Alt- 


man’s handling of “Blue Snake,” the ~ 


goofy, much-derided Robert Desrosiers 
Piece that closes out the film—it's like 
a big, silly children’s storybook come 
to life, full of outrageous, colourful 


costumes and sets that you can tell 
even the dancers don’t take too seri- 
ously. “I’d seen ‘Blue Snake’ when I 
was nine years old,” Campbell says, 
“and I had a great admiration for what 
Desrosiers did with that piece. It was 
way ahead of its time.” 

“Blue Snake” ends, however, with 
‘an image of an enormous stone giant 
who keeps grabbing dancers, shoving 
them into his mouth and gobbling 
them to pieces—a rather disquieting 
note on which to conclude a film that 
sets out to pay tribute to the world of 
dance. “That’s what Bob loved about 
that piece,” Campbell says, “but 
whether people will get it or not, I 
don’t know. But the dance world does 
do that, and it’s something all dancers 
struggle with as they reach the end of 
their careers. You start at a very young 
age and it’s all-encompassing and it's 
all you know, and then suddenly it all 
ends at a very young age.... | myself 
was really lucky to find something 
else that I felt really passionate about. 
But there was about a 10-year period 
where I felt regret and sadness [about 
giving up dance] and I felt I'd lost my 
childhood and I felt disappointment 
that I’d never realized my dream of 
being a dancer to the extent that I'd 
have liked to. I didn’t realize that 
making this film would help me 
release all those emotions, but I feel 
now as though I.understand why I 
went through all of it.” © 


THE COMPANY 
Directed by Robert Altman * Written by 
Neve Campbell and Barbara Tumer ¢ 


bou kill-zone. The fancy-shmancy 
reviewer in me wants to say this film 
should have been more complicated, 
but I can’t lie: The Snow Walker gripped 
me and made me cry. No, it didn’t 
push me to find answers to enduring 
philosophical questions, but so what? 
It’s a simple tale exalting Canadian 


e ADVENTURE 


lands without ever being cloyingly 
“Canadian,” and performed with 
touching honesty. How refreshing. 


THE SNOW WALKER’S simplicity is 
one of its finest traits—in fact, it’s 
only when the film aims at greater 
complexity (Halliday’s Anglo girl- 


friend back home; his post-traumatic 
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stress disorder from “the good war”) 
that it loses its way, since it has very 
little to say on those matters. The film 
doesn’t need such asides, requiring us 
only to gaze upon the present with 
honest eyes. This is a very present 
film, as in-the-moment as Kanaalaq 
herself. Piugattuk, sitting across a 
Route 99 table from me after her 
breakfast of soup and grilled cheese, 
says that The Snow Walker is culturally 
authentic, as is Kanaalaq: “She’s so 
calm and doesn’t care about the rest 
of the world. ‘This time is now. Do as 
much as you can during this time. 
Don’t think about tomorrow; don’t 
think about the past.’ And the fact 
that she doesn’t say much [demon- 
strates] that she has wisdom in her.” 
21-year-old Piugattuk is an Igloo- 
lik-raised throat-singer from the group 


WIN TICKETS TO SEE... 
Corporation 


Unikaaqtuaqtiit (“The Story-Tellers”), 
who have their own Inuit-Mongolian- 
Tibetan fusion CD. She only audi- 
tioned because of “my mom, who 
bothered me and bugged me for two 
weeks... so I had fun with it.” Her 
tremendous personal charm and lack 
of pretension animate Kanaalaq per- 
fectly, as does her knowledge of Inuit. 
culture. I’ve driven from Edmonton te 
Inuvik, and I've never seen a film that 


- so elegantly evoked the glory of boreal 


Canada. If your vision can only inter- 
pret mountains or canyons, you're not 
ready to be blessed by the North. This 
film can baptize your eyes. © 
THE SNOW WALKER 
Written and directed by Charles Martin 
Smith ¢ Starring Barry Pepper, and 
Annabella Piugattuk * Opens Fri, Mar 12 
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Agent Cody Banks 2: Destination Lon- 
don (CO, FP) Frankie Muniz, Anthony 
Anderson and Hannah Spearritt star in Twin 
Town director Kevin Allen’s sequel to the 
2003 tween-targeted hit, in which a 
teenaged CIA agent travels to England for 
his latest undercover assignment. 


ra) The Company (GA) Neve Campbell, 
Malcolm McDowell and James Franco 
star in Nashville director Robert Alt- 
man’s plotiess backstage portrait of 
Chicago’s Joffrey Ballet, with particular 
~ sgemphasis on a rising young female dancer 
and the troupe’s mercurial artistic director. 


(a) Decasia (M) Director Bill Morrison’s 
haunting experimental film, an 
impressionistic collection of film frag- 

ments discovered rotting away in vari- 
ous international archives, accompanied by 
a specially commissioned symphony by 
composer Michael Gordon Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel; Thu, Mar 11 (7pm) 


a) Dying at Grace (M) A Married Cou- 
pie director Allan King’s emotionally 
fag wrenching documentary portrait of 

the last days of five different terminal- 
ly ill patients in the palliative care unit of the 
Salvation Army Toronto Grace Health Cen- 
tre. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Sun, Mar 12- 
14 (6:30pm) 


Madame Sata (M) Lazaro Ramos, Marcélia 
«_.yCartaxo and Flavio Bauraqui star in 
writer/director Karim Ainouz’s biopic about 
the life of Joao Francisco dos Santos, the leg- 
endary Brazilian prostitute, street fighter, 
gangster and transvestite cabaret performer 
of the ‘20s and 30s. In Portuguese with 
English subtitles. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri- 
Sun, Mar 12-14 (9:15pm) 


NASCAR 3D: The IMAX Experience (FP) 
Kiefer Sutherland and Jeff Gordon are fea- 
tured in Free Willy director Simon Wincer’s 
jumbo-screen documentary about the histo- 
ty of the NASCAR racing circuit and the cut- 
ting-edge technology that the sport's top 
drivers rely on to win competitions. 


(aa) Red River (EFS) John Wayne, Mont- 
gomery Clift and Joanne Dru star in 
Pick Hataril director Howard Hawks’s clas- 

sic 1948 Western about a tough 
rancher who clashes with his introverted, 
alienated son during an epic cattle drive. 
Provincia! Museum Auditorium (102 Ave & 
128 St); Mon, Mar 15 (8pm) 


Secret Window (CO, FP, L) Johnny Depp, 
John Turturro and Maria Bello star in The 
Trigger Effect writer/director David Koepp’s 
psychological thriller about a newly divorced 
writer who is stalked at his remote cottage 
by a psychotic stranger who claims he stole 
a story idea from him. Based on the novella 
by Stephen King 


“TWO THUMBS UP!” 


TAL JOY!” 


Fe AEF YORK G 


“MAGNIFICENT. 


CONSISTENTLY ENT: 


Th OFT 


™G@OMPANY 
Sale, 7:00 & 9:15 pm 


Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
*PGe (not recommended for young children} 


a) The Snow Walker (CO) Barry Pep- 
per, Annabella Piugattuk and James 
Pick Cromwell star in writer/director 

Charles Martin Smith’s adventure film 
about a bush pilot who must fight to stay 
alive when he gets stranded in the Arctic 
tundra with a sickly Inuit woman. Based on 
a short story by Farley Mowat. 


Spartan (CO) Val Kilmer, Derek Luke and 
William H. Macy star in Heist writer/director 
David Mamet's terse thriller about a secret 
agent assigned to rescue the daughter of 
the U.S. president from a team of kidnap- 
pers, only to suspect he’s a pawn in an even 
more sinister plot. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


The Barbarian Invasions (P) Rémy Girard, 
Marie-Josée Croze and Stéphane Rousseau 
star in writer/director Denys Arcand’s Oscar- 
winning sequel to his 1986 arthouse hit The 
Decline of the American Empire, in which an 
aging, philandering academic makes peace 
with his son and his old circle of friends, col- 
leagues and lovers before dying of cancer. In 
French with English subtitles. 


ra) The Butterfly Effect (CO, FP) Ash- 
ton Kutcher, Amy Smart and Ethan 
fag Suplee star in writer/directors Eric 
Bress and J. Mackye Gruber’s sci-fi 
mindbender about a young man who fig- 
ures out how to travel back in time to his 
childhood, and who must return to the past 
over and over again to repair the disastrous 
effects his voyages have on his future reality. 


Calendar Girls (FP) Helen Mirren and Julie 
Walters star in Saving Grace director Nigel 
Cole’s fish-out-of-clothing comedy, based on 
a true story, about a group of British women 
who doff their duds for a calendar and a 
good cause. 


Catch That Kid (CO) Kristen Stewart, 
Corbin Bleu, Jennifer Beals and Sam Robards 
star in World Traveler director Bart Fre- 
undlich’s kiddie adventure movie about a 
12-year-old climbing enthusiast whose 
mountaineering skills come in handy when 
she hatches a wild scheme to finance an 
operation for her paralyzed father by rob- 
bing a high-tech bank. 


ral) Cold Mountain (CO, FP) Jude Law, 
Nicole Kidman, Renée Zellweger, 
PICK Kathy Baker, Philip Seymour Hoffman 

and Natalie Portman star in The Eng- 
lish Patient director Anthony Minghella’s 
epic, episodic film version of Charles Fra- 
zier’s novel about a Civil War deserter and 
his grueling trek back home to the bride he 
left behind in North Carolina. 


Confessions of a Teenage Drama 
Queen (CO, FP) Lindsay Lohan, Adam Gar- 
cia and Alison Pill star in director Sara Sugar- 
man’s adaptation of Dylan Sheldon’s YA 
novel about a teenage girl who campaigns 
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for the lead in the school play as a way of 
re-establishing her popularity after her fami- 
ly moves from Greenwich Village to a god- 
forsaken New Jersey suburb. 


Dirty Dancing: Havana Nights (CO, FP) 
Romola Garai and Diego Luna star in Telling 
Lies in America director Guy Ferland’s 
romance, “inspired by” the hit 1987 Patrick 
Swayze vehicle, about a lonely American 
teen who falls in love with a sexy Cuban 
dancer while staying with her strict-minded 
parents at a resort in 1958 Havana. 


Eurotrip (CO, FP) Michelle Trachtenberg, 
Scott Mechlowicz, Jacob Pitts and Travis 
Wester star in director Jeff Schaffer’s teen 
comedy about a high-school graduate who 
takes his three friends on a wacky adventure 
across Europe on the way to his first face-to- 
face meeting with his sexy German pen pal. 


50 First Dates (CO, FP) Adam Sandler, 
Drew Barrymore, Sean Astin and Rob 
Schneider star in Anger Management direc- 
tor Peter Segal’s romantic comedy about a 
veterinarian who attempts to have a rela- 
tionship with a girl whose short-term mem- 
ory loss means he has to get her to fall in 
love with him every single time they meet. 


Hidalgo (CO, FP, L) Viggo Mortensen, Mal- 
colm McDowell and Omar Sharif star in 
Honey, | Shrunk the Kids director Joe John- 
ston’s exotic equestrian epic, set in Saudi 
Arabia in 1890, about an American Pony 
Express courier to travels to the desert to 
take part in a lucrative but dangerous and 
grueling horse race. 


ra) The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King (CO, FP) Elijah 
PICK Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo 

Mortensen and Liv Tyler star in the 
long-awaited concluding chapter of director 
Peter Jackson’s epic film adaptation of J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s trilogy of fantasy novels about a 
band of hobbits, trolls, elves, wizards and 
humans who embark on a quest to destroy 
an evil, all-powerful ring. 


ral) Master and Commander: The Far 
ba - Side of the World (FP) Russell 
fi Crowe and Paul Bettany star in Witness 
director Peter Weir's waterlogged 
adventure yarn, based on the novels of 
Patrick O'Brian, in which 19th-century British 
sea captain Jack Aubrey and ship surgeon 
Stephen Maturin brave storms and cannon- 
fire as they pursue a French “super-frigate” 
from Cape Horn to the Galapagos Islands. 


Miracle (FP) Kurt Russell, Patricia Clarkson 
and Noah Emmerich star in Tumbleweeds 
director Gavin O’Connor’s inspirational 
sports picture about Herb Brooks, the coach 
who led.the U.S. hockey team to a memo- 
rable upset victory over the Soviets at the 
1980 Winter Olympics. 


ra) Monster (CO, P) Charlize Theron and 

Christina Ricci star in writer/director 

Pick Patty Jenkins’s sympathetic biopic 
about Aileen Wuornos, the troubled 
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of decay the way experimental filmmaker Bill Morrison has with Decasia, a 67-minute 
near-masterpiece that EWES Metro Cinema tonight (Thursday) as part of its challenging, 
ongoing “Alternate Eye” series of avant-garde film. Decasia is a haunting collection of 
ancient film clips that Morrison culled from various international film archives—pieces of 
celluloid so old and poorly cared for that they've nearly fallen apart. And that’s the entire 
point: Morrison is fascinated by the strangely beautiful ways in which the process of 
decay has transformed these images: faces turn liquid, random blobs of white and grey 
swim across the screen, ghostly figures, nearly a century old, emerge from chaotic swirls 
of static and then disappear back into them—all to the accompaniment of a stirring, gor- 
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been able to make poetry out 


geously loud Steve Reich/John Adams-style symphony by Michael Gordon. It’s the best 
argument against film preservation you're ever likely to see. 


woman who in the ’80s became known as 
“America’s first female serial killer,” and her 
needy relationship with her emotionally 
stunted lesbian lover. 


a) Mystic River (CO, FP) Sean Penn, 
Kevin Bacon and Tim Robbins star in 
Ehud Unforgiven director Clint Eastwood's 

moody drama, set in working-class 
Boston, about three childhood friends 
whose traumatic memories of the past are 
revived when one, now a police detective, 
begins to suspect another of killing the 
third’s daughter. Based on the novel by 
Dennis Lehane. 


The Passion of the Christ (CO, FP, L) Jim 
Caviezel and Monica Bellucci star in Brave- 
heart director Mel Gibson’s ultra-controver- 
sial, blood-soaked Biblical epic depicting the 
final 12 hours in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. 
In Latin and Aramaic with English subtitles. 


Something's Gotta Give (CO) Jack 
Nicholson, Diane Keaton, Keanu Reeves and 
Amanda Peet star in What Women Want 
director Nancy Meyers’s romantic comedy 
about a middle-aged rascal who re-evaluates 
his lifelong preference for dating much 
younger women when he finds himself 
falling in love with the middle-aged mother 
of his latest trophy girlfriend. 


ra) Starsky and Hutch (CO, FP, L) Ben 
Stiller, Owen Wilson, Vince Vaughn 
PICK and Snoop Dogg star in Old School 
director Todd Phillips's irreverent film 
version of the 1970s TV cop show about a 
pair of mismatched policemen who fight 
crime with the aid of their souped-up Ford 


Torino and their omniscient street informer 
Huggy Bear. 


ral) The Triplets of Belleville (P) 
Writer/director Sylvain Chomet's 
VUE 7 . 
reg unique, nearly wordless animated 

feature about a clubfooted old 
woman who enlists the aid of a 1930s 
vocal trio to rescue her son, a champion 
cyclist who has been kidnapped by a gang 
of sinister hoodlums. 


Twisted (CO, FP) Ashley Judd, Samuel L. 
Jackson and Andy Garcia star in Quills direc- 
tor Philip Kaufman’s lurid thriller about a 
police officer whose murder investigation 
takes a disquieting turn when the killer 
begins targeting all her former lovers. 


Welcome to Mooseport (CO) Ray 
Romano, Gene Hackman, Maura Tierney and 
Marcia Gay Harden star in Grumpy Old Men 
director Donald Petrie’s comedy about a for- 
mer U.S. president, newly relocated to a 
sleepy Maine town, who gets pulled into a 
no-holds-barred mayoral election campaign 
against the owner of the local hardware store. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 


AN 


ALBERTA SOCIETY OF ARTISTS' 


A 


EXHIBITION 
in co-operation with 


Edmonton Opera in celebration of 


Opera Week and the Juno Awards 


Deisism hem Asess| 


Images from the world of opera 


RIGALETTO'S Café 


10068 - 108 Street, EDMONTON, Alberta 
MARCH 1 to APRIL 30, 2004 _ 


VVEEKLY 


Featu 
Lois BAUMAN, Carol BONDAROFF, 
E. Ross BRADLEY, Karen BROWNLEE, 


Doris CHAREST, Angelique GILLESPIE, 


lida LUBANE, Seka OWEN, 
Sophia PODRYHULA-SHAW, 
James STOLEE, Tammy WOOLGAR 


Showtimes for Friday, March 12 to Thursday, March 18 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time. Please con- 
tact theatre for confirmation. 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
THE COMPANY PG 
Not recommended for young children. 
Daily 7,00 9:15 Sat Sun 2.00 

10337-82 Av ©, 433-0728 
THE TRIPLETS OF BELLEVILLE PG 
Daily 7.00 Sat Sun-1.00 
MONSTER 184 
Sexual violence, coarse language. 
Daily 9:00 Sat Sun 3,00 

9828-101A Ave, 

DYING AT GRACE stc 
Fri-Sun 6.30 
MADAME SATA sTc 
Fri-Sun 9.15, 
BUBBA HO-TEP sTc 
Thu 7.00 9.00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-9822. 


listed i: 
STARSKY AND HUTCH 144 
Thu 1.30 4.00 7.00 9.00 
CONFESSIONS OF A TEENAGE DRAMA QUEEN PG 
Thu 1.00 3.30 6.45 8.45 
CATCH THAT KID G 
Thu 12.30 3.00 
TWISTED 144 
Violence, coarse language. Thu 1.30 4.00 7.00 9.00 
50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. Thu 1.15 3.45 7.15 9.15 
HIDALGO PG 


Violence. Thu 1.00 3.30 6.45 8,45 


4762-50 St, 986-2728 
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 


English subtitles. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content. 
Daily'7.00 9.30 Sat Sun 1.00 3.30 


SECRET WINDOW 14A 
Violence. Daily 7.10 9.20 Sat Sun 1.10 3,20 

STARSKY AND HUTCH 144, 
Daily 7.20 9.20 Sat Sun 1.20 3.20 

HIDALGO PG 


Violence. Daily 6.50 9.30 Sat Sun 1.10 3.40 


be WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


{1) 780-352-3922 


THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 
English subtitles, 

Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content. 

Daily 7.00 9.30 Sat Sun 1.00 3,30 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON. PG 
Daily 7.10 9.20 Sat Sun 1.10 3.20 


STARSKY AND HUTCH 144 
Daily 7:20 9.20 Sat Sun 1:20 3.20 
HIDALGO PG 


Violence. Daily 6,50 Sat Sun 1.10 3.40 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
MYSTIC RIVER 144 
Coarse language. Fri Sun-Thu 12:20 3:20 6:30 9:25 
Sat 12:20 3:20 9:25 
50 FIRST DATES PG 


Crude content. Fri-Wed 1:00 4:10 7:50 10:30 
Thu 1:00 4:10 10:30 


THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 
Engfish subtitles. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content 
Fri-Tue Thu 12:30 3:30 6:40 9:40 Wed 3:30 8:40 9:40 


HIDALGO PG 
Violence, Daily 12:40 3:40 6:50 10:00 

STARSKY AND HUTCH 140 
Daily 1:10 4:20 7:40 10:20 

SECRET WINDOW 14A 


Violence. No passes. Daily 1:20 3:50 7:00 9:30 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Daily 1:40 4:30 7:20 9:55 


SPARTAN 144 
Violence, coarse language. Daily 1:30 4:00 7:10 9:50 
THE SNOW WALKER PG 
‘Some coarse language. Daily 12:50 3:15 7:30 10:10 
TAKING LIVES 164 


Violence. No passes. Sneak preview, Sat 7:00 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
LOST IN TRANSLATION 144 
Fri Mon-Thu 7:20 9:40 Sat-Sun 2:20 4:40 7:20 9:40 
LOVE ACTUALLY 148 


‘Sexual content. Fri Mon-Thu 6:35 9:15 
Sat-Sun 1:30 4:00 6:35 9:15 


WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 
Fri Mon-Thu 6:40 Sat-Sun 1:40 4:10 6:40 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN PG 
Violence. Fri Mon-Thu 7:30 Sat-Sun 2:30 7:30 

DECOYS 14A 
‘Sexual Content. Daily 8:50 

AGAINST THE ROPES PG 


Coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 7:00 9:25 
Sat-Sun 1:50 4:15 7:00 9:25 


ALONG CAME POLLY PG 
Crude content. Fri Mon-Thu 7:10 9:30 
Sat-Sun 2:10 4:30 7:10 9:30 


BROKEN LIZARD'S CLUB DREAD 18A 
Gory scenes, sexual content. Fri Mon-Thu 6:50 9:00 
Sat-Sun 2:00 4:20 6:50 9:00 


BIG FISH PG 
Not recommended for young children. 
Fri Mon-Thu 6:30 9:10 Sat-Sun 1:20 3:55 6:30 9:10 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. Daily 2:45 8:00 
CATCH THAT KID G 
Fri-Sun 12:15 
50 FIRST DATES PG 


Crude content, Fri-Sun 1:10 3:20 7:50 10:15 
Mon-Thu 3:20 7:50 10:15 


EUROTRIP 18A 
Crude sexual content. Daily 9:20 


CONFESSIONS OF A TEENAGE DRAMA QUEEN G 
Fri-Sun 12:50 3:10 5:25 7:30 9:50 
Mon-Thu 3:10 5:25 7:30 9:50. 


THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 184 
English subtitles. Brutal and gory violenge, disturbing content 
Fri-Sun 1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00 Mon-Thu 4:00 7:00 10:00 


TWISTED = “ 144 
Violence, coarse language. 

Fri-Sun 1:20 3:40 6:30 9:10 Mon-Thu 3:40 6:20 9:10 

DIRTY DANCING: HAVANA NIGHTS PG 
Fri-Sun 1:40 3:50 7:20 Mon-Thu 3:50 7:20 

STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 


Fri-Sun 12:40 3:00 5:20 7:40 10:10 
Mon-Thu 3:00 5:20 7:40 10:10 


HIDALGO PG 
Violence. Fri-Sun 12:20 3:30 6:45 9:40 

Mon-Thu 3:30 6:45 9:40 

SECRET WINDOW 144 


Violence. Fri-Sun 12:30 2:50 5:00 7:10 9:30 
Mon-Thu 2:50 5:00 7:10 9:30 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Fri-Sun 1:30 4:10 6:40 9:00 Mon-Thu 4:10 6:40 9:00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, ‘scenes. Fri-Wed 12:20 2:45 4:30 7:10 
8:45 Thu 12:20 2:45 7:10 


THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 18A 


MONSTER 18A 
Sexual Violence, coarse language. Daily 4:40 7:20 10:10 
50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. Dally 1:40 4:20 7:40 10:00 

WELCOME TO MOOSEPORT PG 
Daily 12:15 

EUROTRIP 18A 
Crude saxual content. Daily 2:10 5:30 8:10 10:40 

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 168A 


English subtitles. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content. 
Fr-Wed 12:00 1:00 3:00 4:00 6:45 8:00 9:45 
Thu 12:00 1:00 3:00 4:00 6:45 9:45 


DIRTY DANCING: HAVANA NIGHTS PG 
Daily 1:10 3:20 6:40 9;1C 

HIDALGO PG 
Violence. Daily 12:30 3:40 7:00 9:50 

STARSKY AND HUTCH 144 
Daiy 12:45 1:45 3:15 4:15 5:45 7:15 8:15 9:40 10:45 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 


Coarse language, sexual Content 

Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12:40 3:30 6:30 9:30 

Mon Wed 12:40 3:30 9:30 

SECRET WINDOW 14a 
Violence. No passes. Daily 12:10 1:30 2:50 3:50 5:20 6:50 
7:50 9:20 10:20 Star and strollers screening: Thu 10:00 
SPARTAN 144 
Violence, coarse language. Daily 12:50 3:45 7:30 10:15 


8882-170 St. 444-1331 
BROTHER BEAR G 
Sat-Sun 1:40 3:45 
DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Sat-Sun 2:00 4:25 
THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 


Frightening scenes. Fri Mon-Thu 7:20 9:40 
Sat-Sun 2:15 4:35 7:20 9:40 


PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. Daily 7:00 9:50 

PETER PAN PG 
Daily 1:50 4:15 6:50 9:20 

THE LAST SAMURAI 144 
Gory scanes. Fri Mon-Thu 6:30 9:30 Sat-Sun 2:30 6:30 9:30 
THE BIG BOUNCE PG 
Coarse language. Daily 6:40 8:50 

TEACHER'S PET G 


Fri Mon-Thu 7:10 9:00 Sat-Sun 1:30 4:00 7:10 9:00 


iALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PA‘ 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 
416-0150 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 

RETURN OF THE KING 14A 
Violence, frightening scenes. Fri-Sun 12:10 4:15 8:30 
Mon-Thu 8:30 


50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content 

Fri-Sun 1:30 3:55 6:40 9:15 

Mon-Thu 6:40 9:15 


MONSTER 18A 
Sexual violence, coarse language. 

Fri-Sun 12:50 3:50 7:10 10:00 

Mon-Thu 7:10 10:00 


CONFESSIONS OF A TEENAGE DRAMA QUEEN G 
Fri-Sat 12:15 2:30 4:50 7:15 940 

Sun 12:15 7:15 9:40 

Mon-Thu 7:15 9:40 


DIRTY DANCING: HAVANA NIGHTS PG 
Fri-Sun 1:45 4:45 7:30 9:50 
Mon-Thu 7:30 9:50 


THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 184 
English subtitles. 

Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content. 

Fri-Sun 12:05 3:10 7:00 9:45 

Mon-Thu 7:00 9:45 


STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 
Fri-Sun 1:10 4:15 7:20 10:15 
Mon-Thu 7:20 10:15 


HIDALGO PG 
Violence. Fri-Sun 12:00 3:20 6:50 9:55 

Mon-Thu 6:50 9:55 

SECRET WINDOW 144 


Violence. No passes. 
Fri-Sun 1:00 4:00 6:30 9:00 
Mon-Thu 6:30 9:00 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Fri-Sun 12:20 2:55 6:45 9:20 


Mon-Thu 6:45 9:20 


WWE: WRESTLEMANIA 
Classification not available. Sun 4:00 


THE PASSION OF CHRIST (184A) . 


SECRET WINDOW (144A) . 


STARSKY & HUTCH (144A) ....... DAILY 7:20PM & 9:20PM - SAT/SUN MAT 1:20PM & 3:20PM 


HIDALGO (PG).. 


UPCOMING RELEASES: 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMA‘ 


14231-137 Ave, 732-2236 
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING 14A 
Violence, frightening scenes. Daily 3: < 1) 
COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
Daily 12:00 3:20 6:30 9:50 
50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. Daily 1:40 4:40 7:20 10:00 
MONSTER 168A 
Sexual violence, coarse language. Daily 1:10 4:15 7:40 10:10 
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 184 


English subtitles. Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content 


Daily 12:30 2:00 3:30 5:20 6:45 8:30 9 
DIRTY DANCING: HAVANA NIGHTS PG 
Daily 1:00 

TWISTED 144A 
Violence, coarse language. Daily 1:20 4:30 8:00 10:20 
STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 
Daily 12:40 1:50 3;00 4:20 5:30 7:00 8.10 9:30 10:30 
HIDALGO PG 
Violence, Daily 12:50 3:45 6:50 9:55 

SECRET WINDOW 144 


Violence. No passes. 
Daily 12:20 1:30 2:45 4:00 5: 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Daily 12:10 2:30 4:50 7:10 9:20 


SPARTAN 144 
Violence, coarse language. Daily 1:15 4:10 7:15 9:40 


10 6:40 7:50 9:10 19:15 


GATEWAY 


22 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 


MYSTIC RIVER 14A 
Coarse language. Fri Sun 12:30 3:30 6:45 9:35 Sat 12:30 3:30 
9:35 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6;45 9:35. 


COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Fri Sat Sun 12:10 3:20 6:40 9:50 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:40 9:50 


CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
Nudity. Fi Sat Sun 1:10 4:00 7:05 9:30 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:0 


CONFESSIONS OF A TEENAGE DRAMA QUEEN S 
Fri Sat Sun 12:15 2:30 4:35 7:30 9:25 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:30 9:25 

TWISTED 14A 
Violence, coarse language. Fri Sat Sun 1:25 4:20 7:25 10:00 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:25 10:00 


MIRACLE c 
Fri Sat Sun 1:00 3:45 6:50 9:45 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:50 9°45 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 144 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun 12:45 3:40 7:00 9:55 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 9:55 


TAKING LIVES 18A 
Violence. Special advance screening. Sat 7:00 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Fri Sat Sun 1:15 4:10 7:20 9:40 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:20 9:40 


WEM, 8882-170 | St, 444-2400 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. 
Fri Sat Sun Tue Wed Thu 4:15 8:30 Mon 8:30 
THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 184 


Disturbing content, violence. Fri Sat Mon Tue Wed 1:15 4:05 
7:05 9:45 Sun 1:15 4:05 9:45 Thu 7:05 9:45 


50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content. 12:05 2-20 7:35 9:50 

EUROTRIP 18A 
Crude sexual content. 

3:15 7945 10:05 

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 


English subtitles. No passes. Brutal and gory violence, disturb- 
ing content. 1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00 


CONFESSIONS OF A TEENAGE DRAMA QUEEN G 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 12:20 2:25 4:35 7-20 9:35 
Wed 12:20 2:25 4:35 9:35 


DIRTY DANCING: HAVANA NIGHTS PG 
1:20 
TWISTED 14A 


Violence, coarse language. 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wad 1:30 4:10 7:10 9:40 
Thu 1:30 4:10 9:40 


DAILY 6:50 & 9:30 - SAT/SUN MAT 1:10PM & 3:40PM 


MARCH 19: DAWN OF THE DEAD 


DAILY 7:00PM & 9:30PM - SAT/SUN 1:00PM & 3:30PM 
«ewe DAILY 7:10 & 9:20 - SAT/SUN MAT 1:10PM & 3:20PM 


STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 
No passes. 

Fri Sat Man Tue 12:00 1:10 2:30 3:30 6:5 

Sun 12:00 1:10 2:30 6:50 7:30 9:30 10:10 

Wed Thu 12:00 2:30 6:50 7:30 9:30 10:10 

HIDALGO PG 
Violence. Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 12:30 3:45 7:15 1 

Wed 1:00 3:45 7:15 10:15 Cinebabies Wed 1pm 


WWE: WRESTLEMANIA 
Ciassification not available. Sun 5:00 


NASCAR 3D: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE G 
12:30 2:15 4:00 6:00 8:00 10:00 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 18A 
Engjish subtitles. No passes. 

Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content 

Fri Sat Sun 1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 10:00 


STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 
No passes, 

Fri Sat Sun 1:15 3: 10 9:40 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:10 9:40 


SECRET WINDOW 14A 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun 1:45 4:30 7:30 9:50 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:30 9:50 


AGENT CODY BANKS 2: DESTINATION LONDON PG 
Fri Sat Sun 1:30 4:15 7:20 9:30 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7 9:30 


S MOVIES 12 
51130 AVE.-SOTH STREET 472-9779) 

f ] CINEMA CITY 12 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 
INDIANA JONES AND THE TEMPLE OF DOOM 144 

Showing at Cinema City 12 Only, 


Sat Sun 11.00 Daily 1.20 4.20 7.00 9.45 
Fei Sat late night 12.15 


TITANIC PG 
Not suitable for younger children 

Showing at Movies 12 only. 

Daily 2.45 7.05 Fri Sat late night 10.45 


THE BIG BOUNCE PG 
Coarse language. Sun 11.35 


Daity 1.504 159. ro 
Fri Sat late night 11.45 
TEACHER'S PET Gc 


Sat Sun 11.00 
Daily 1.10 3,10 5,00 7.30 9.20 
Fit Sat late night 11.00 


THE LAST SAMURAI 14a 
Gory scenes. 

Daily 12.50 3.456.45 9.40 

BARBERSHOP 2: BACK IN BUSINESS PG 


Coarse language. Sat Sun 11.20 
Daily 1.45 4.10 7.40 10.05 
Fri Sat late night 12.20 


PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. Sat Sun 11,05 

Daily 1.35 4.15 7.05 9.55 

Fri Sat late night 12.15 


PETER PAN G 
Sat Sun 11.10 

Dally 1.35 4,30 7,00 9.30 

Fri Sat tate night 12,00 

MONA LISA SMILE PG 


Fri Mon-Thu 1.55 4.35 7.10 9.50 
Sat Sun 7.10 9.50 
Fri Sat late night 12.10 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes, 

Sat Sun 11.40 

Daly 2.05 4.40 7.20 9.25 

Fri Sat late night 11.35 


GOTHIKA 144 
Violencs, disturbing content 

Sat Sun 11.50 

Dally 2.10 4.55 7.45 10.10 

Fri Sat late night 12.25 


ELF cS 
Dally 2.10 9.35 

Fri Sat late night 11.40 

STUCK ON YOU PG 


Coarse language. Sat Sun 11.30 
Daily 2.00 4.45 7.25 10,00 
Fi Sat late night 12.20 


DR. SEUSS’ THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Sat Sun 11.55 Daily 5.05 7.35 

BROTHER BEAR G 
Sat Sun 11.25 


Daly 1.15.3.15 5.15 


=e this ad to 
Leduc Cinemas for... 


2 for 1 


ADMISSION 


MARCH 26: SCOOBY-DO0 2 Walid ONLY on Mon, Wed. Thor 8-10-11/04 


PKIAART ry 
Sh 


‘ ahbeistd 


The B 


catalyst theatre presents 


A musical epic by Jonathan Christenson }Joey Tremblay 


Recipient of the 2003 Sterling Award for outstanding new work 


_ March 13th - March 21st 


Gerry Morita explores her edifice complex 
with The House Dance Project 


By KATHY OCHOA 


ty, there sits a quaint old brick 

house. Built in 1910, this historic 
home stands miraculously intact, 
albeit in the shadows of the 
onslaught of fancy condos and vinyl- 
sided, carbon-copy houses being 
built all around it. The owner of the 
house and the majority of Riverdale’s 
occupants had a wacky idea of not 
tearing it down and putting up a 
parking lot—and because of this rare 
foresight, the J.B. Little Brickhouse, 
as it’s been named, is playing host to 
The House Dance Project. 

This new work by Mile Zero 
Dance is a site-specific, interdiscipli- 
nary performance with dancers from 
a wide variety of disciplines from 
contemporary dance to contact 
improv to ballroom. Three local 


[: Edmonton’s Riverdale communi- 


quite some time,” says Mile Zero artistic 
director Bobbie Todd, “but we just kept 
running into all these red tape dead 
ends. We would 
find the perfect 
house and inquire 
about it and we just 
got a lot of ‘You wanna do what?” 
What they wanted was to create 
contemporary dance in a not-so-tradi- 
tional venue, an idea that originated 
with Mile Zero choreographer-in-tesi- 
dence Gerry Morita. “I was envisioning 
a piece with a set consisting of sparse 
furniture, continuously being 
rearranged on the stage to create the 
illusion of different rooms of a house,” 
Morita says. “And then I thought, 
‘Well, that’s stupid. Why don’t I just 


make the work in a real house and 
make it all the more authentic to the 
original concept and themes?” 

These themes are explored 
through a character Morita describes 
as “the domestic ritual Goddess, the 
not-so-happy housemaker whose 
memories fill the house and are per- 
sonified through the performers.” The 
audience is invited to explore this 
character’s home, at the same time 
engaging in the ongoing performance 
in a way that’s simply not possible in 
a traditional theatre setting. As Morita 
says, “I like site-specific, interdiscipli- 
nary work because it removes the 
fourth wall. When the audience is 
engulfed in an intimate environment 

like this, there’s a 
real humanity and 
heightened ener- 
gy.... We really 
wanted to focus on this idea of trans- 
formation, so we have this constant 
interplay of present and past, real 
time and performer time. The per- 
formers transition between casual, 
‘real’ people to technicians of the 
space to their different characters.” 


GARGOYLES, senile grandmothers 
and Japanese butoh dancers weave 
through the video projections and 
individually designed rooms, further 


transforming the space. inere are 
times when the space is more tradi- 


. tional and the audience is very 


directed into what they’re watch- 
ing,” Morita says. “In the other 
spaces, people really have to choose 
what they’re seeing, and even if they 
don’t get all the information, they 
will still have had a full experience.” 

And if anyone feels they've missed 
something important (and provided 
they were well-behaved houseguests), 
they are invited to return again and 
again. “What it costs to rent a theatre 
for two nights has equaled about the 
same to rent this house for two 
months,” Todd says. “This is why we 
can have eight performances as 
opposed to the usual two.” 

Such an extended run is a rare 
treat for dance audiences, as well as 
for the improvisation-based Morita. 
“I like to continuously shake things 
up,” she says. “Improv keeps work in 
a state of constant aliveness—because 
of the intimacy of the space and con- 
nection to the audience, everything's 
going to change. It’s going to be a dif- 
ferent show every night.” O 


THE HOUSE DANCE PROJECT 

Presented by Mile Zero Dance ® J.B. 

Brickhouse (10004-90 St) « March 11- 
14 and 18-21 (8pm) ¢ 424-1573 - 


musicians, Tzumi Kuribayashi, Brett- | 


Miles and Brian Chen, will also be 
taking part in the performance, 
which features cameo appearances 
by Wendy McNeill and dancer 
Frithjof Lutscher. 

“We've been wanting to do this for 


YOON 


Tales out of Sproule 


John Sproule plays 
yet another author 
in twist-filled 
Enigma Variations 
By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


my knowledge, actor John 

| eee has never published so 
much as a short story, but appar- 
ently to plenty of Edmonton theatre 
people, he certainly looks like a bril- 
liant novelist. In last season’s The 
Unexpected Man, he played a celebrat- 
ed French author whose mere pres- 
ence was enough to thoroughly 
discombobulate the woman sharing a 
train compartment with him. In Hon- 
our, two seasons ago, he was a writer 
and academic more at home among 
the booklined shelves of his study 
than in the arms of his wife or his 
mistress. And even when he’s not 
playing novelists, as in Who’s Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf? or The Yalta Game at 
last summer’s Fringe, Sproule excels 
at characters who have a decidedly 
literary way of expressing themselves. 
-In Shadow Theatre’s new produc- 
tion of Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt's 
Enigma Variations, Sproule has 
been cast in perhaps the most hyper- 
literate role of his entire career. He’s 
Abel Znorko, a Nobel Prize-winning 
novelist whose name makes him 
sound like he belongs on Fraggle 
Rock, but who in fact has made his 
home in an even more remote locale: 
a baroque little fortress of solitude on 
Résvanndy, an island in the Norwe- 
gian Sea. There he lives, seeing no 
one except his servants, the delivery- 
men who bring him food and sup- 
plies and the occasional prostitute he 
ships in to satisfy his body’s moré 
carnal requirements. “He’s isolated 


himself because he couldn’t stand 
the banality of the world,” Sproule 
says. “And he actually is so fucking 
smart that he really is bored with 
day-to-day people.... The world is too 
stimulating for him, I think—he has 
to be in a place where it’s twilight six 
months of the year. He can’t stand 
the constant to-ing and fro-ing of 
night and day—it drives him crazy.” 
But as the play opens, Abel has 
allowed a rare interloper into his 
home: Erik Larsen (David McNally), a 
reporter from the Nobrovsnik Gazette, 
who has a lot of questions about 
Abel’s latest novel, and especially the 
mysterious woman it was dedicated 
to. And it quickly becomes apparent 


z| THEATRE 


that this will be no ordinary author 
interview—Sproule calls it “a kind of 
existential Sleuth... a CSI of ideas.” 
Both Erik and Abel, it turns out, have 
elaborate private agendas to pursue, 
and their 90-minute conversation will 
force them both to re-evaluate their 
lives at least three different times. 

“It’s an aggressive, ballsy debate 
that happens in the play,” Sproule 
says. “It’s a real argument about 
ideas, which is a real pleasure to be 
able to do as an actor—to say won- 
derful, clever things that really build 
on each other. You get these lovely 
counterpoints—one character will 
say, ‘How can you stand being alone 
all the time?’ and the other will say, 
‘Well, how can you Stand seeing peo- 
ple every day?’ Or they'll debate the 
question, ‘Is it better to make love 
with the lights on or the lights off?’ 
In a way, that question is really what 
the play is about—is reality better or 
is fantasy better? And what is real? 
Does day-to-day intimacy perhaps 


create hidden walls and barriers that 
close people off—are you sometimes 
more intimate sometimes with peo- 
ple who you don’t see face to face?” 


AS HE TALKS about the play, Sproule 
keeps dropping spoilers about the 
plot and having to interject com- 
ments like “This isn’t for the preview, 
of course”—it’s a hard play to discuss 
in any depth without ruining all the 
surpiises. (And I worry that simply 
by saying that it contains surprises, 
I’m making it easy for you to guess 
what some of them might be.) 
According to Sproule, that makes it a 
challenging play to perform as well. 
“There are things that you find out 
later in the play,” he says, “that you 
have to ensure, when you think back 
on it, are consistent. You have to 
sometimes not reveal the surprise 
with your reactions early in the play, 
but at the same time find an honest 
way to act it. That’s the struggle with 
any mystery—finding a way to per- 
form it that doesn’t give everything 
away but still later on makes the 
audience later go, ‘Oh, yeah.... I 
should have clued into that.’” 

That’s why Sproule thinks that 
while he has the showier role, it’s 
really McNally who has to pull off- 
the trickier feat of acting. “I have 
some secrets, but I can play my 
agenda,” he says. “But it’s David 
who actually holds most of the sur- 
prising information, and I just have 
to react to it. That’s probably easier 
to do, I think—David has to carry 
the truth about his character a lot 
longer than I do.” © i 


ENIGMA VARIATIONS 

Directed by Marianne Copithorne ¢ Written 
by Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt ¢ Starring John 
Sproule and David McNally * Varscona 
Theatre © Mar 11-28 © 434-5564 
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Mighty Orphan tour arrangers 


Three Blue Orphan 
cast members 
describe their 
show's hectic 
Australian tour 


By TANNER C. WILCO 


is week, Jonathan Christenson 
and Joey Tremblay’s acclaimed 
and award-winning musical The 
Blue Orphan returns to Edmon- 
ton’s Catalyst Theatre, the place 
where it all began back in 2002. But 
if the cast that takes the stage for 
this special return engagement 
seems suspiciously tanned and 
hung-over, it’s because they’ve just 
returned to Canada after taking this 
magical show on an ambitious but 
successful tour of Australia. 

Vue Weekly asked three Orphan 
cast members—Beth Graham (who 
won a Sterling Award for her perfor- 
mance in the original production), 
Chris Fassbender and Clinton Carew 
to describe their experiences acting, 
drinking, travelling and sweating 
beneath the hot Down Under sun. 
They obligingly emerged from their 
collective Cooper's Pale Ale-induced 
haze just long enough to provide us 
with the following conversation... 


Beth Graham: Having been in 
Australia for almost three weeks, our 
dreams have been whisked away by 
the sea breeze. It is hot. Thirty-eight 
degrees. Dry. Our toes are full 
of sand. 

Chris Fassbender: The 
Other Side of the World! The 
Other Side of the World! 

Clinton Carew: | can’t 
believe what they’ve done 
with the place. It’s like all of 
the feng shui that was done 
by people in North America 
had to be balanced out by 
throwing things around ran- 
domly in Adelaide. My chi is 
totally messed. 

CF: The heat. The lush 
palm trees. The cabbies. [Chris 
takes on the persona of a female 
Australian cab driver. It’s remark- 
ably lifelike.] “Every few years 
we get a little snow on the peak 
of Mt. Lofty,” she says, point- 
ing out the window at the sort 
of hill like you’d find in 
Saskatchewan. I couldn’t tell if 
she was kidding. 

CC: I mean, what kind of 
name is Mt. Lofty? 

CF: I’ve had to stop thinking 
about snow. 

CC: Australia is warm. 

BG: We're staying at the edge of 
town, surrounded by million-dollar 
bungalows with wraparound porch- 
es. If we hop across the scorching 
Pavement and down a flight of stairs 
we are on the beach. We have been 
taking advantage of this luxury. 

CC; [Designer] Bretta Gerecke and 
director] Jonathan Christenson have 


been doing “meetings” for the next 
Catalyst “installation.” I hear that 
show is going to be about sand and 
the colour tan with a score that 
sounds like surf mixed with howling 
Australian pensioners. But my sources 
are shady. 

CF: It hasn’t all been sand and surf. 

CC: Um, yeah. Not all. Sharks also. 

BG: We met Margaret Atwood, 
who is here for the writer's festival. 
She passed on some valuable advice: 
“If a shark attacks you just punch it 
in the nose. Pow.” 

CC: That’s also good advice if 
Margaret Atwood attacks. But she 
was very polite. She thought we were 
the cast of The Overcoat because, 
well, it was their opening night, and 
sO we were secondary guests of hon- 
our. She had a really confused look 
on her face when they introduced 
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Beth as, “You know, the girl who 
sold the butterflies.” 

CF: Margaret Atwood became 
like a swirling pattern of blue and 
white, the perfect backdrop for all of 
our pictures that night. 

CC: We would have invited her 
to come see our show, but since she 
thought she had already seen it, it 
was hard to slip it into conversation 
without embarrassing everyone. A 
bunch of the Overcoat people 
promised to come see us play, 
though. I thought that was sweet. 

CF: A few nights ago Jonathan 


reminded me to think about why we 
were here so that our interview would- 
n't be all about beaches and drinking. 
But then, that same guy came dressed 
as King Tut to the toga party that my 
apartment (dubbed the “Frat House” 
by the self-named “Society Ladies”) 
had been planning for days. 

CC: The next day, the apartment 
complex was littered with Cooper's 
bottles with little Canadian flags 
tucked inside. 


BG: For the most part, we speak 
the same language as the Australians, 
although we have discovered a few 
new words: “lolly” means “dollar,” 
“Owyergoin?” means “How are 
you?”, “mozzie” means “mosquito,” 
and “Tim Tams” means “yummy 
Australian cookies.” 

CF: | learned the upside down 
tule: Up is Off. What goes down the 
street on the right is on the left. The 
constellations are flipflopped. The 
moon is upside down. Lemonade is 
Seven-Up. Cats are called dogs and 
they eat horses and ride cows. 

CC: That last part is all lies. 

CF: Just for effect. 

CC: Fair enough. Fun show 
though, huh? Despite the Australians? 

CF: I dunno if that’s totally fair. I 
mean, it hasn’t been easy for all of 
our audience members “down 
under,” but I don’t remember it being 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them to 
listings@vue_ab.ca. Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


| THE LITTLE HOUSE DANCE PROJECT }.B. Little Brickhouse, 


10004-90 St (424-1573) © Presented by Mile Zero Dance 
Choreography by Gerry Morita * Mar. 11-14, 18-21 (8pm) * 
$12 (adv)/$15 (door) 


OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE BENEFIT The Provincial Museum 
Theatre, 12845-102 Ave (420-1757) * Presented by Pedro 
Guasp Spanish Flamenco Dancers * Sun, Mar. 14 @pm) * $10 
(adult)/$6 (child under 10) ¢ Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square * All proceeds go to the Hispanic Catholic Church of 
Edmonton, Our Lady of Guadalupe 


RODA DE CAPOEIRA The Capoeira Academy, 6807-104 St 


(709-3500) www.capoeiraedmonton.ca * A free performance of 


a Brazilian mix of dance, martial arts and percussion * Every Sat 


| (2-3pm) 


LERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St (488 
6611/4808-5900) * Open Mon-Sat, 10am-Spm, Thu 10am-8pm 


| (closed all hols) * WIND CHILL -40 C OR WINTER WONDERLAND: 


easy the first time I watched the show | 


back in Edmonton. For days after I 
saw it, I thought about what it all 
meant and how it all added up. 

CC: Ever figure it out? 

CF: Now that I’m doing the 
show and have spent three weeks 
preparing, yeah. At least, I think I 
have. I think, uh, I think the time 
spent thinking about it, you know, 
the fact that it isn’t a breeze, it’s 
kinda the point. The audience 
becomes the storyteller and the 
experience lives on and becomes 
new and their own. 

BG: Something that I think is 
pretty cool is how much this show 
has connected with young women. 

CC: Totally cool. They 
freak out over the Harold/Hort- 
ense thing. It’s so fun. 


hard it is to get young kids to 
come to theatre, and it’s really 
awesome to see them react to it 
the way they do. They embrace 
the show and don’t bring a lot 
of cynicism to it. 

CC: It'll be neat to see how 
it plays to Canadians. 

BG: The show has tight- 
ened. The cast has changed. 
We look forward to bringing it 
home. 

CC: Totally. You know, 
people in Edmonton need to 
take advantage of this. | know 
that I myself have a tendency 
to let things slide that I’ve been 
hearing about for a while, 
almost as if I could-watch it 
later on video. But there ain’t 
no video for this. Eight shows 
in Edmonton and we're off to 
New Brunswick. And then, I 
dunno, Maine I think. 

CF: Are there beaches in Maine? 

CC: Snowy beaches. 

CF/BG: See ya later. © 


THE BLUE ORPHAN 

Directed by Jonathan Christenson © 
Written by Jonathan Christenson and 
Joey Tremblay ¢ Starring Chris 
-Fassbender, Beth Graham and Clinton 
Carew ¢ Catalyst Theatre * Mar 13-21 
© 431-1750 


BG: People talk about how 


Members mixed media show; until Mar. 27 * Discovery 
Gallery: RAGS TO RUGS: Fabric artworks by Carissa Cameron 
Matthews; until Apr. 3 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St, St Albert (459-3679) » 
Landscape pastel artworks by Leopold * Until Mar. 19 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor, Knol Building, 10217 
106 St (423-2966) * Open Thu 5-8pm or by appointment 
Artworks by Ryan Brown, jeff Collins, Aaron Pederson, Tim 
Rechner, Paul Roberts, Gabriela Rosende, Greg Swain, Anna Saul, 
Eugene Uhuad and quests 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave (461- 
3427) * BODY AND SOUL: Artworks by Herman Poulin, Gilles 
Comtois, Annette Ayre, Terrance Pamplin * Mar. 12-24 * 
Opening reception: Mar. 12 (7-8:30pm) 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 Ave (439. 
8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * A VIEW TO 
UNDERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ! Bergstrom * DEAD DOG 
DOGMA SERIES: Colour studies by Christ! Bergstrom * Through 
March * Opening reception: Sat, Mar. 20 (noon-6pm) 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) « 
STREETSCAPES: Artworks by Danny Singer * Until Mar. 20 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422- 
6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am- 
8pm; Sat, Sun 11am-Spm. Closed Mon * MAXWELL BATES: AT 
THE CROSSROADS OF EXPRESSIONISM: Until Apr. 18 * Ken 
Macklin: until june 6 * FIELD NOTES: Artworks by the 
O'Alanagan brothers, until June 6 * ART 101: EXPRESSIONISM: 
ATO Z, lecture presented by Dr. Steven Harris; Thu, Mar. 18 
(7pm) * Kitchen Gallery: TIDAL TRACE: A multimedia installa- 
tion by Lyndal Osbome and John Freeman; until June 6 « 
Children’s Gallery: SPELLBOUND; until jan. 2005 * $12 
{adult)/$10 (student/senior), $5 (children 6-12)/free 
(member/children 5 and under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) 
* Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 10am-4pm = TURNING A NEW 
PAGE: Artworks by Mason Eyben * MORE FELTED LANDSCAPES 
Artworks by by Myma Harris * Until Mar. 28 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi University Extension 
Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) * Open Mon-Thu 8:30am- 
8pm; Fri 9:30am-4:30pm, Sat 9am-noon * CHANCAY: 
CONTEMPORARY HAND DYED TEXTILE INSPIRED BY PRE- 
COLUMBIAN PERU: Textile artworks by students from the 
Department of Human Ecology * Until Mar. 17 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open Mon-Wed 
103am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 12-5pm * 
Eskimo soapstone carvings, inukshuk by B. Sivuarapik. West 
Coast Indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery by M. Talio * 
Through March 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * Open 
Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * PHYSIQUE: Mixed media artworks by 
Shelley Rothenburger * Through March 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16A, Spruce Grove (962- 
9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-Spm, anytime by appointment « 
Work by local artists Beth Coulas, Earl Cummins, Henry de Jager 


and Mary Masters 


GIORDANO GALLERY 10080 Jasper Ave (429-5066) * Mixed 
media paintings by Ruby Mah and etching, chine-colle prints by 
Akiko Taniguchi * Until Mar, 18 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-1112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ TERRENE: Artworks by Jeffrey Burns « 
Until Mar. 20 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior Centre, 
10831 University Ave (433-5807) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-4pm + 
Pen and ink artworks by james Greenough ¢ Until Apr. 1 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open: Mon-Fri 
9am-5:30pm, Sat Jam-Spm * Artworks by various artists « 
Through March 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) * Open Mon-Fri 
9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * Artworks by Jim Brager 
Don Sharpe, prints by Tati, pottery by Noboru Kubo * Through 
March c 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * Main Space: 
PLAY/PAUSE/REWIND: Installation by Briar Craig © Until Mar. 13 


MANULIFE PLACE www,dovebeyondcompare.ca (416-923 
DOVE) « DOVE BEYOND COMPARE: WOMEN PHOTOGRAPHERS 
OF BEAUTY: Photographs featuring images of beauty of 
renowned female photographers around the world « Mar. 20. 
29 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART GALLERY 5411-51 
St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 10am-4pm » Paintings by 
Sophia Podryhula * Mar. 12-Apr. 6 * Opening reception: Sun, 
Mar. 21 (1-3:30pm) 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert (459. 
1528) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun 1-Spm « INUKSUK: IF 
STONES COULD SPEAK: Until Apr. 18 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. Albert 
(460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10-Spm; Thu 10am-8pm © THE 
SPEEDING SUBJECT: A group exhibition of paintings and draw. 
ings featuring Mary Joyce; Mar. 11-Apr. 10; opening reception: 
Thu, Mar, 11 (7-9pm) © ARTVENTURES: For children ages 5-12 
Sat, Mar, 20; $2/child 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 Ave (453 
9100) * Open: Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, Fri 9am-9pm © BIG THINGS 
2: Featuring large-scale sculptures by the artists of the North 
Edmonton Sculpture Workshop; until Apr. 30 « SYNCRUDE 
CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years 
and 500 generations, people of the past and present, record. 
ings, film, lights, artifacts and more. Permanent exhibit « 

ht Gallery: EVERY MOTHER'S FEAR: ALBERTA’S POLIO 
EXPERIENCE: until Sept. 12 ¢ Ortentation Gallery: ALBERTA 
INATURESCAPES: Photographs by Michael Chesworth; until Apr. 
25 * The Natural History Gallery: * BUG ROOM: Live inver- 
tebrate display. Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: 
Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit « TREASURES OF THE EARTH: 
Geology collection. Permanent exhibit * WILD ALBERTA 
GALLERY: Permanent exhibit * A TO Z AT THE MUSEUM; Every 
Sat (9am-11am): family-fun drop-in program * SPECIAL WILD 
ALBERTA PRESENTATIONS: Tree Countdown-Trees in Wild 
Alberta: Mar. 13-14 (1pm and 2pm); Aquarium 
Jeopardy-Fishing: Mar. 20-21, 27-28 (1pm and 2pm) 


RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St * AIDA TO ZAZA: Featuring 
artworks by various artists * Until Apr. 30 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 101 30-103 St (426-4035) + 
Glassworks by several B,C. and Alberta artists including Mark 
Gibeau, Arte Vargas and Marcia de Vicque. Paintings by Angela 
Grootelaar, Lissi Legge and Kathryn Sherman * Hotel 
MacDonald: Acrylic paintings by Steve Mitts + Oxford Tower 
Lobby: Oil paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller > Scotia Place 
Lobby: Watercolours by Frances Alty-Arscott * Bell Tower 
Lobby; Paintings by Sheila Luck, Frances Alty-Arscott and 
Glenda Beaver. Glass art by Daniel Vargas, Mark Gibeau, Carol 
Jane Campbell and Marcia de Vicque * Through March 


SCOTT GALLERY 1041 1-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm * SPRING SHOW: Artworks by Paul Constable, 
Gwen Frank, Leslie Poole, John Snow, Marianne Watchel « 
Until Mar. 26 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) « Open Tue-Sat (12- 
Spm) * READING THE HOMESTEAD: Printmaking artworks by 
Darlene Kalynka * Mar, 18-Apr. 17 * Opening reception: Thu, 
Mar. 18 (7-9pm) 


“SEE PAGE 52 
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MAYFIELD INN GRAND BALLROOM 11615-109AVE 
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GENERAL ADMISSION ¢ 3 
NOON TO 4PM 


we FREE 


*- 


VUEWEEKLY = MARCH 11-17, 2004 


Continued from page 51 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444-1024) * Work 
by }. Yardley-jones and Gregg Johnson, acrylics by Jim Vest, pot- 
tery by Noburo Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 11745 Jasper Ave 
[= (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm + Paintings by Christopher 
Lucas, Patricia Young, Bridgit Turner, Deanna Larson and David 
ves 
STOLLERY GALLERY 9702-111 Ave (488-0255) * Open: Mon- 
Thu 1Cam-2pm, Sat 10am-2pm * Artworks by artists who work 
the artists with disabilities in the Nina Haggerty Centre 
studio * Until Mar. 26 


STUDIO 321 Rice Howard Way, 10168-100A St (424-6746) * 
Open Sat 1-4pm, Sun 14pm ¢ THE FATHER-SON EXHIBIT: 
Artworks by Marc Munan and Louis Munan * Until Mar. 30 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421- 
1731) © PRAIRIE SCAPES: Landscape paintings and drawings by 
Marg Wenger, Mel Stevenson and james Cupido * Until Mar. 20 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) * Open 
Tue-Sat T1am-Spm * Group show featuring paintings by Sam 
Lam, Jonathan Forrest, David Alexander, Gabor Nagy James 
Lahey, Stee! sculpture by isla Bums * Mar. 13-30 
& JHE WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, Main Fl, 10150- 
lasper Ave (ize-212¢ ext 226) = Open. Mon-Fri noon-spm * 
FILES OF THE BALL: Metal sculptures by Bianca Khan an Unda 
Maines ¢ Until Mar. 26 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) * Carla 
Hartsfield reads from Your Last Day on Earth * Thu, Mar. 18 
(7:30pm) 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 201, 10324-82 Ave + | Love 
Alberta Beat: Beat poetry open stage hosted by The Alberta 
Beatnik » Every Tue (8pm) © Until Mar. 30 


(CALABASH CAFE 10630-124 St (414-6625) * Every Wed 
(7:30pm): The Poet's Oeuvre: readings by Local authors 


THE SUGAR BOWL 10922 88th Ave (432-9427) * Prairie 


ee 


free 
will 
astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


Fe AARIES te zs-tar 


The opportunity that’s available to you 
may not be entirely appealing to your 
pride. It would require you to place your- 
self in service to a force that’s greater 
than yourself. | compare it to the role 
played by Steve Williams, the caddy for 
j golf superstar Tiger Woods. Carrying 
pt 
around a bag of golf clubs may not seem 
glamourous, but Williams earns as much 
as $1 million a year doing it for Woods. 


PU TTAURUS we 2-2 


Novelist Ursula K. LeGuin decries the linear 
perspective that dominates modern story- 
telling. She says it’s “like an arrow, starting 
here and going straight there and THOK! 
hitting its mark.” Furthermore, she com- 
plains, plots are usually advanced through 
conflict, as if interesting action couldn’t 
possibly arise from any other catalyst. Your 
assignment in the coming week, Taurus, is 
to rebel against these oppressive conven- 
tions. Boycott any story whose narrative 
-xadrive is fueled primarily by painful events. 
Protest movies that imply most human 
experiences are fraught with difficulty and 
resolved neatly. Most importantly, look 
back and celebrate the luminous mysteries 
that have shaped your life story: the mean- 
dering fascinations that didn’t lead to tidy 
conclusions, the wobbly joys that fed your 


Playwrights Take It Off Stage: Featuring Vern Thiessen, Conni 
Massing and Byma Barclay * Mar. 15 (7:30pm) 


| LIVE COMEDY 


‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) 
* Ghris Molineux; Mar. 18-20 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Improv comedy * 
Every Sun 


RED'S WEM (481-6420) * Hypno Sundays: With hypnotist 
Sailesh * 9:30pm * Free 


SENT 5 RUE 
lo nere— Ci 
* $10 (door) 


THE BLUE ORPHAN Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Boulevard 
(431-1750) Presented by Catalyst Theatre * A return 
engagement of Jonathan Christenson and joey Tremblay’s 
Sterling Award-winning multi-character musical fantasy about 
the unseen but intricate web of connections—including a rare 
singing butterfly—that ties together the inhabitants of a crum- 
bling industrial town * Mar, 12-21 * $21 (adult)/$16 (stu- 
dent) * Tickets available at Catalyst Theatre 


(CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) * 
Long-form improvisational sketches pertormed by Rapid Fire 
Theatre’s top improvisers * Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat of 
each month 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) * 
Jeff Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, Mark Meer, Josh Dean, Davina 
Stewart and Leona Brausen celebrate the 13th season of 
Edmonton's legendary live improvised soap opera by spoofing 
the ‘50s melodramas of Douglas Sirk and Grace Metalious * 
Every Monday (8pm) 


ENIGMA VARIATIONS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(434-5564/420-1757) * Presented by Shadow Theatre * 
Marianne Copithome directs David McNally and john Sproule 
in Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt's drama about a reclusive Nobel 
Prize-winning author who grants a rare interview to a journal- 
ist about his new book, only to discover that both men share 
a connection with the mysterious woman who inspired it + 


TRE (482-4974) ¢ El 
* Sat, Mar. 13 (7:30p.m) 


Mar. 11-28; Tue (8pm): $10; Wed, Thu (8pm), Sun (2pm): 
$15/$12 (student/senior); Fri-Sat (8pm) $20/$16 
(student/senior); Sat (2pm): pay-what-you-can; Tue: $10 (all 
seats); Fri, Feb 12: Two-For-One * Tickets available at TIX on 
the Square 


ESPRESSO Kaasa Theatre, jubilee Auditorium (420-1757) * 
Morris Ertman directs Lucia Frangione (who also wrote the 
script) and Todd Thomson in this comedy/drama about three 
women, all from different generations, all members of the 
samme dysfunctional Italian family, who come together when a 
car crash threatens to take the life of the man they all love « 
Until Mar, 20, Tue-Sat (8pm), Fri-Sun (3pm) * $25/$22 (each 
for groups of 10 or more) * Tickets availabl.e at TIX on the 
Square 420-1757 


FIVE YEARS (5 ANS) La Cité Francophone, 8627-91 St (469- 
8400) © Presented by L’UniThéatre and La Troupe du jour * 
Deborah Cottreau directs Manon Beaudoin, Bruce McKay and 
Isabelle Rousseau in David Baudemont’s French-language 
drama about two lovers on opposite sides of the Berlin Wall 
who are forced to confront a terrible secret when Germany is 
reunited * Mar. 11-13, 18-20 (8pm); Mar. 14, 21 (2pm) * 
$17 (adult)/$12 (student) * Tickets available at LiUniThE,tre, 
La Librairie Le Carrefour 


HARRY AND SALLY’S WEDDING |ubilations Dinner Theatre, 
WEM, 882-170 St (484.2424) * Until Apr. 4 * Wed, Thu, 
Sun: $46.95; Fri Sat $56.95; child (12 and under) $20.05; 
senior (Wed only) $31.05 


LITTLE GREEN RIDING HOOD Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave 
(448-9000) « Presented by Fringe Theatre For Young People * 
The world premiere of playwright Gamer Butler's multicultural 
and environmentally conscious retelling of the story of Little 
Red Riding Hood * Mar. 12-21; Mar. 12, 19 (7pm); Mar. 13, 
20 (11am and 2pm), Mar. 14, 21 (2pm) 


MEASURE FOR MEASURE The Citadel, Maclab Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * Bob Baker directs David Storch 
in William Shakespeare’s 1604 “problem play” about a man 
whose reputation for impeccable morals proves false when he 
is assigned by the Duke of Vienna to govern the city in his 
absence, and almost immediately demands that a virginal nun 
sleep with him in exchange for sparing her brother from a 
death sentence * Until Mar. 21 © Tickets available at Citadel 
Theatre box office 


NEW CANADIAN KID The Citadel, Rice Theatre, 9828-1014 
Ave (425-1820) * Tracy Carroll directs Dennis Foon’s oft- 


revived children's play about a foreign schoolchild’s efforts to 
adapt to the strange language and customs of a new country 
after his family relocates to Canada from their native 
“Homeland” Until Mar. 21 * Tickets available at Citadel 
Theatre box office 


ONE'S A CROWD FESTIVAL Jekyll and Hyde Pub (433-4999) 
* Scott C. Bourgeois, Trevor Duplessis, Clarice Eckford, James 
Hamilton, Matthew Kloster and Liana Shannon perform new 
‘one-person shows and monologues by local playwrights 
including Vern Thiessen, Ryan Hughes, Dave Owen and Neil 
Fleming * Fri, Mar. 12 (8pm) * $14 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior) 


THE PIRATE GHOST OF CAPTAIN SMUG Celebrations 
Dinner Theatre, Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd 
(448-9339) * The crew of the pirate ship Scurvy sets sail in 
search of buried treasure in this swashbuckling adventure, 
packed with music, swordfights and mermaids * Until May 9, 
Wed-Sat (6:15pm), Sun (5:15pm) * Tickets range from 
$34.95-$49.95/$20 (children 12 and under) 


SHEAR MADNESS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield inn, 
16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * A wacky interactive murder 
mystery about an Edmonton hairdressing salon that is tumed 
upside-down when the illustrious concert pianist who lives in 
the apartment upstairs is murdered * Until Apr. 18 


‘THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448- 
0695) « Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre * Teams of improvis- 
ers create sketches on the spot based on audience sugges- 
tions, and have the results evaluated by a team of heartless 
judges * Every Fri (11pm) * Tickets available by phone 


ON ICE The Citadel, Shoctor Theatre, 9828- 
101A Ave (425-1820) * Rod Beattie stars in the latest install- 
ment of playwright Dan Needles’s hugely popular series of 
multi-character one-man shows, in which banker-tumed- 
farmer Walt Wingfield and his wife Maggie find their prepara- 
tions for the birth oftheir first child complicated when an ice 
storm not only isolates their farmhouse but also knocks out 
their heat and light * Mar. 13-Apr. 4° Tickets available at 
Citadel Theatre box office 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them to 
listings@vue-ab.ca. Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


AGEISM: TAKING THE GLOW OFF THE GOLDEN YEARS 
Nina‘s Restaurant, 10139-124 St (492-0448) * U of A 
Philosophers’ Café: Presented by Dr. Sheree Kwong See (guest 
scholar), Dr, Martin Tweedale (moderator) * Sat, Mar. 20 (2- 
3:30pm) * Free 

BUDDHIST MEDITATION Gameau United Place, 11148-85 
‘Ave (412-1006) www.meditationalberta.org * Every Thu (7- 
9pm): Meditation group 


DO YOU CARE ABOUT WATER? (430-9086) * Public deliber- 
ation about water. Small group discussion for non-experts, Food 
and childcare provided * Free * Mar. 15 (S-8pm) * Pre-register 
by phone or e-m: water_deliberation@yahoo.ca 


EMPLOYMENT EQUITY-WHAT IS IT7 IS IT WORKING? 
Grant MacEwan College, 10700-104 Ave, Rm 5-142 (425-4644) 
* Northem Alberta Alliance on Race Relations panel discussion * 
Thu, Mar. 11 (7-8:30pm) ¢ Free 


FREE TIBET + City Halll (439-8725) Candlelight vigil to pro- 
mote freedom for the Tibetan people; Fri, Mar. 12 (7:30pm « 
Earth’s General Store, 10832 Whyte Ave (988-2713) China 
out of Tibet march; Sat, Mar. 13 (1pm) 


GRACE ENFLESHED: RESOURCES FOR A CONTEMPORARY 
THEOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY Newman Theological 
College, 15611 St. Albert Trail (447-2993) * Lecture presented 


soul, the adventures whose success was 
built on sweet breakthroughs rather than 
triumphs over suffering. 


PPIGEMINA wees senzn 


Since your life bears more than a slight 
resemblance to a chess match these days, 
\'m calling upon grandmaster Victor 
Korchnoi to talk a little strategy. “! like to 
coax my opponents into attacking,” he 
says, “to let them taste the joy of the ini- 
tiative, so that they may get carried away, 
become careless and sacrifice material.” 
Please meditate on how-you might adopt 
this approach to use in your next gambit, 
Gemini. It’s time, in my astrological opin- 
ion, for some smart mischief. 


Have you ever thought about becoming 
an astrologer? This would be an ideal time 
to explore the possibilities. For that matter, 
you will attract grace and synchronicity if 
you do anything to expand your under- 
standing of how big, archetypal forces 
interact with our little personal lives. Read- 
ing books by psychologist Carl Jung or 
mythologist Joseph Campbell would be 
excellent for your health. So would doing 
a meditation session under the night sky or 
contemplating your dreams as you take in 
a planetarium show. Have you ever heard 
the ancient mystical formula, “As above, 
so below”? It means the cosmos is reflect- 
ed in your psyche, and vice versa. Look 
everywhere for evidence that it’s true. 


In the Grimm version of the fairytale 
“Sleeping Beauty,” all the trouble 
stemmed from a seemingly minor mis- 
take: the king and queen invited 12 of 
the realm’s fairies to their daughter's 
party, but ignored the 13th simply 


because they only had 12 gold plates. 
This last fairy came anyway, angrily 
crashing the feast and casting a curse as 
vengeance for her snub. | advise you not 
to make a similar gaffe this week, Leo. 
Even if your personal equivalent of the 
13th fairy is an awkward character or a 
disruptive presence, you need that influ- 
ence right now. And the practical fact of 
the matter is that if you don’t welcome 
it, it/ll mess with you; if you do welcome 
it, it’ll bless you. 


Speaking on your behalf, | hereby give 
notice to the cosmos that it must try 
harder to please you. Its lukewarm sup- 
port will no longer be considered suffi- 
cient for your needs. Its roundabout 
approach to helping you fulfill your 
dreams must become more direct and 
straightforward—or else! Specifically, | 
demand that the gods, fates, dispensers 
of karma or however they want to be 
referred to, must, no later than March 13, 
2004, begin to provide you with a steady 
stream of satisfying interpersonal encoun- 
ters. This must include, though it is not 
limited to, more tender intimacy, more 
engaging friendships and more interest- 
ing conversations. 


AIUIBRA son z2-oxz2 


You still have a chance to avoid that 
Pyrrhic victory you're spiraling towards. 
For those of you without a dictionary 
nearby, a “Pyrrhic victory” is defined as a 
costly triumph, useless advantage or 
empty success. What's your best bet for 
avoiding it? First, start thinking of what 
your soul needs rather than what your 
ego craves. Second, forget about trying to 
provide balance to a distorted situation 
that’s too fixed to be influenced. Third, 
become aware of how your focus on what 
you dislike is reinforcing what you dislike. 


SCORPIO 


“Dear Rob Brezsny: As much as | enjoy 
reading your stuff, | have to admit that | 
almost always have to do the opposite of 
whatever you advise. It’s just my nature. So 
here’s my request: could you write a hor- 
rorscope [sic] for those of us Scorpios who 
are backwards—the negatively aligned 
people? —Kneejerk Rebel in Sacramento.” 
Dear Kneejerk: Your wish is hereby granted. 
This week you should avoid all experiences 
that might result in you experiencing heap- 
ing doses of love and liberation. Repress 
the warm, sexy emotions welling up inside 
you. Devote yourself to boring tasks that 
make you feel numb. 


What time is it, boys and girls? It’s shad- 
ow time! Are you ready to negotiate with 
the chaotic, confusing feelings you usual- 
ly hide from? Would you consider tunnel- 
ing down into your soul’s darkest pit and 
hunting for the hidden treasure there? 
Here are a few morsels to take with you 
on your journey. (1) “That which we do 
not bring to consciousness appears in our 
lives as fate.” —Jung. (2) “Perhaps all the 
dragons of our lives are princesses who 
are only waiting to see us once beautiful 
and brave.” —Rilke. (3) “The great 
epochs in our lives are at the points when 
we gain the courage to rebaptize our 
badness as the best in us.” —Nietzsche. 


CAPRICORN ec 22-1 


I'm guessing that your imagination is both 
excited and perplexed; that your senses are 
heightened yet on the verge of being over- 
whelmed. According to my analysis of the 
astrological omens, you're going through a 
phase that at its best might be called a 
medley and at its most challenging a 
hodgepodge. It has resemblances to the 


sibuxiang, a mythic Chinese animal with 
the head of a dragon, antlers of a deer, tail 
of a lion, hooves of an ox and a body cov- 
ered with fishy scales. So is there anything 
you can do to ensure that you use this time 
to stir up innovative solutions to longstand- 
ing problems? Here’s one suggestion: once 
a day for five minutes, close your eyes and 
visualize yourself pulling off rodeo tricks 
while riding an exuberant sibuxiang. 


It’s check-in time, Aquarius. What progress 
have you been making in your work on 
this year’s major assignment? As | suggest- 
ed last December, everything you thought 
you knew about commitment is due for a 
major overhaul. Before 2004 is over, you 
must transform the way you weave your 
fortunes together with worthy allies. By 
now, you should be at least halfway 
through this extended turning point; you 
should have shed outworn ideas about col- 
laboration and conjured up fresh 
approaches. The next stage of the process 


“begins soon, wherein you formally break 


off pacts with erratic and emotionally 
unavailable people and seal deals with 
responsible, emotionally intelligent people. 


> |PISCES sw 


Imagine that your life is a detective story. 
The goal is not to solve a crime but to 
solve the mystery of why you're here on 
earth so you can carry out the special 
mission you’ve come to accomplish. 
Sometimes you go for months without 
even looking for clues. You sleepwalk 
through the world, reacting blindly to the 
tricks that the gods use to try to wake 
you up. Then there are those phases 
when hot leads and fresh evidence pop 
up all over the place, convincing you 
beyond a doubt that magic is one of the 
fundamental properties of reality. This is 
one of those times, Pisces. O 
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by Sister Mary Catherine Hilkert « Mar, 12-13 


INTERFAITH PRAYER SERVICE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION City Hall * Prayer service 
by the Edmonton Interfaith Centre * Fri, Mar. 19 (noon) * Free 


IT'S YOUR TURN Catholic Social Services East Office, 8212-118 
ave, Rm 0-35 (424-3545 ext.229) * Anti-racism workshop # 
Mon, Mar. 15 ¢ Pre-register 


THE LOST GOSPEL OF Q Robertson-Wesley United Church, 
Memorial Hall, 10209-123 St (420-1757) * Lecture present- 
ed by Professor John Kloppenborg of Pathways Centre * 
Mar. 12 (7:30pm) 


MADE/WORKS LECTURE SERIES Edmonton Art Gallery 
Theatre (426-2122 ext. 227) © Lecture featuring architect 
Claude Cormier * Mar. 11 (7pm) * $7 (adult)/$5 
(student/MADE/WORKS member) 


PEACE MARCH Gazebo (Old Strathcona) walk to Corbett Hall 
(U of A Campus, rally site) www.wage-peace.org (988-2713) * 
Rally on the 1st anniversary of the U.S. led attack on iraq, music, 
speakers and protest * Sat, Mar, 20 (1pm) 


POLITICAL INTERVENTIONS: OPRAH, WOMEN AND WAR 
Humanities Centre L-1, U of A Campus * Lecture presented by. 
Daphne Read * Ma 11 (3:30pm) 


SEEDY SATURDAY Concordia University College, 7128 Ada 
Bivd (468-2796) * Showcase of seeds, displays, workshops, 
information sessions * Sat, Mar. 20 (10am-3pm) 


STAR WARS: NEW HOPE OR PHANTOM MENACE? 
Intemational Centre, HUB Mall, U of A Campus (433-9048) « 
Presented by Anti Ballistic Missle Defence Committee * Thu, 
Mar. 11 (7pm) * Free 


TA.LES. EDMONTON (433-2932) * Storytelling invitation: 
every 2nd Fri (8pm) * The oral tradition of storytelling (be a lis- 
tener or a storyteller) 


TARAS SHEVCHENKO IN WORLD MUSIC Ukrainian Youth 
Unity Complex, 9615-153 Ave * Lecture on Tchaikovsky, 
Mussorgsky, Rachmaninoff and Prokofiev by Dr. Denis Hlyn 
Presented by the Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta and 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress * Mon, Mar. 15 (7pm) * 
Admission by donation 

‘THE TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, GADEN 
SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St (479-0014) * Lear about 


Tibetan Buddhism and meditation with Kushok Dhamchoe of 
Namgyal Monastery in India * Every Tues (7-9prm): beginners * 
Every Wed (7-9pm) and Sun (11am-1pm): advanced 
UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS Baker Centre, 10th Fi, 
10025-106 St (477-2613) * Every Wed (7pm): Weekly meeting 
about public speaking, and how to improve your communica- 
tion and leadership skills 


VANDANA SHIVA Myer Horowitz Theatre, U of A Campus 
(451-8000) « Presented by Revolutionary Speakers Series * Sun, 
Mar. 14 (7pm) © Tickets available at TicketMaster 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Parkalien Community Hall, 
11104-65 Ave, www.telusplanet.net/—voa * Monthly potiuck 
supper * Sun, Mar, 14 (5:30pm); free vegetarian cooking class 
(4pm) * $2 (member)/$3 (non-members) 


'WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION Hawrelak Park, Shelter 
# 1 (434-6264) © Free guided hike/ski, approx. 10km at 
Hawrelak Park * Sun, Mar. 21 (10am) 


| QUEER LISTINGS | 


AXIOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter of the 
intemational organization of Easter Orthodox and Eastern Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large tav- 
em with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 jasper Ave (488-6636) * Open 
9-3 * Dancing, strip contests, go-go boys * Every Mon: Free 
pool. Djs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy Pop, Code Red * No member 
ship needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) * Support community for 
lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 jasper Ave (482-7960) * Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (422- 
6207) * An organization for gay men and lesbians in business 
and their non-gay friends to share business knowledge, learn, 
make friends and network in a positive, proud space where 
being yourself is the norm 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF EDMON- 
TON (GLCCE) Unitarian Church, 12530-110 Ave (488- 


3234) * Meeting, What's the Future of the Centre? « Thu, 
Mar. 11 (7pm) 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912-106 St 
(488-0564) * Peer education initiative for gay/bisexual men 
that works toward preventing the spread of HIV by improving 
self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550-102 St 
(488-5742) « Programs and support services for people affected 
and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy 
and public awareness campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * www.icarealberta.org 
* The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources and Education 
(formerly Intertaith Association on AIDS) provides spiritual sup: 
port and connections for those affected by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St * 
Meetings every second Thursday each month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Monthly meetings for cam- 
pus-based organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate-student, academic, 
straight allies and support staff of the U of A to network and 
socialize in a supportive environment (fall and winter terms) 
Contact Kris Wells (kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjorie Wonham 
(mwonham@ualberta.ca) for info « 
www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH Garmeau 
United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) » Every Sun (7pm) 
Worship services. Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans. 
gendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect.ab.ca/livepos (488-5768) + 
Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society. Peer-facilitated sup- 
port groups, peer counselling * Daily drop-in 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.icna.org (426-0905) * A 
Spiritual community which githers monthly for sharing, 
friendship, individual support and a safe space for our own 
spiritual questions 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www,geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices * Practices every 
Mon and Thu 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON 
(429-2321) * Weekly non-denominational church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) * Meetings 
every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm * Support/educa- 
tion for parents, families and friends of 
lesbians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877-882-2011 
ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and the gay and lesbian 
community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second Sunday of 
the month at 3pm. A social group for gay/bisexual men over 40 
and their frends 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 8pm. 
3am, Fri-Sat 8prm-4am *« TUE: Hot Butt Contest (8pm-midnight) 
with Dj janny * WED: Amateur strip with Weena Luv, Sticky 
Vicky, Dj Alvaro * THU: Rotating shows: Ladonna’s review, 
Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link game second and last 
Thursday with Dj jazzy * FRI: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New 
European music with D] Outtawak, Dj jazzy and male stripper 
Downstairs: fernale stripper * SAT: Every Sat like new years: 
Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with Dj Jazzy, new music with 
Dj Dan and Mike Downstairs: Retro music * SUN: Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash; every long weekend with Dj 
jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990-1818) * Lesbian 
and gay bar/restaurant 


TRANSSEKUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 

egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of the 
month * Information and mutual support for transgendered 
people in an open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Sun-Thu 1-12; 
Fri Sat 1-3 * Gay nightclub. Every Sun-Tue (7-12am): karaoke 
with Tizzy. Every Wed: game show. Every Fri: free pool. Every 
weekend: open stage, dance with Dj Arrow Chaser « No mem- 
bership needed 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and “esbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St (488- 
3234) « www,yuyouth tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) © A 
facilitated social/support group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen- 
dered, straight and questioning youth under the age of 25 


If you want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly lease phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tu 


before publication. 
antiques/collectibles 
CASH FOR COINS, STAMPS, POSTCARDS 
Kensington ernie rele 12528-132 Ave. 


NO SERVING! _ 
Celebrations Dinner Theatre is proud to 
announce an exciting new opportunity for 
actors/singers! 

Artistic Director, Kamilla Reid has taken bold 
new steps from the traditional Celebrations for- 
mat and is now thrilled to offer actors/singers 
the ability to keep their talent and focus entire- 
ly on stage or interacting with the audience! 
No more serving! 

Plus our talent still enjoys the benefits of above 

luity rates and a five-show work week! 
will be holding auditions in March for 

an Exciting new 2004/05 season. Please phone 

448-9339 to book your appointment! 


business for sale 


TANNING SALON FOR SALE 
Great Location, unique features, call for info 
963-7381 


business opportunities 


COULD YOU USE AN EXTRA 
Part-time/full-time, work from home. 
662-4503. www.itsglobalbiz.com 


Got GO}l. 
Drink and grow rich. 
Call 619-6393. 


dance instruction 


Introduction to Belly Dancing 
Sat, March 13, 1pm to 4pm 
11018-97 St. $30.00 Ph: 485-0706. 


cars for sale 


2002 Chev. Cavalier 


_ Auto, ABS, Traction Cass, Great Fuel Economy 


2003 Olds. Alero 
980Km 


1.41 V6, 180HP, Loaded!, 23, 


cat Edmonton Motors 482-5771 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


__ The Global Visions Festival Society 
is currently seeking a Festival Producer. 


The Global Visions Film Festival (GVFF) takes place annually in heart of 
downtown Edmonton and presents a program of documentaries and 
diverse cultural experiences. 

* Responsibilities include: marketing, fundraising, programming, logistics and 
production as well as strengthening the support from new and existing partners 
and the community to ensure the continued growth of the festival. 


* Key Qualifications: Arts or festival administration, event & sponsorship 
fundraising, marketing & promotion. 


For full details on the postion, please visit www.globalvisionsfestival.com 


Forward your resume and cover letter to gvffjob@telus.net or mail to 
Global Visions Festival Society, 9722-102st, Edmonton, AB T5K 0X4 


This competition closes on March 17th, 2004 and has an April 1st, 2004 start date. 


Medicine Hat College invites applications for 
the position of Dance Instructor in the college's 
Conservatory of Music and Dance. This dance 
instructor position is a full-time, ten-month term 
position commencing Sept. 1, 2004, annually 
renewable each September in subsequent years. 
Ideally, candidates will have a versatile dance 
background, with relevant certification and/or 
a diploma or degree in the field; however, all 
combinations of education and experience will 
be considered. Individuals with an expertise 
and interest in teaching children’s beginners 
ballet, jazz and tap as well as all levels of hip- 
hop and other forms of recreational dance are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 


Remuneration for this position takes the form 
of a competitive hourly wage and benefits pack- 
age. Annual renewal of the position is subject 
0 performance reviews and student enrolements, 


Please submit your resume, a cover letter 
and the names of three references quoting 
Competition #340064 to: 
Human Resources, Medicine Hat College, 
299 College Drive SE, Medicine Hat, AB. 
TIB 3Y6. 


E-Mail: kzimmerman@mbhc.ab.ca__ 
Deadline for receipt o app ications is 


March 30, 20) 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


LIVE YOUR DREAM! 

Film acting full-time course 
Starts March 29, 2004 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
www.vadastudios.com 
toll free 1-866-231-VADA 


The Grinder Steakhouse and Bar 
10¢ Wings on Wednesdays; $6.99 Pizza 


Thursdays; $8.95 Steak lunch special—Daily 


M.TM. THE SUPREME SOUND Dj SERVICE Weddin 
Birthday Parties. Any occasion, place, time. Country, 
R&B, Reggae, Soca, 472-2115, 919-0075 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 
Unemployed and Have a Disability? 
WECAN HELP YOU FIND A JOB! 
Solutions for work 
and Career Trends 


428-7989 
Chrysalis $7 


help wanted 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr., Wed (night) and Thu (day) 
pern/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000’s of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


Celebrations Dinner Theatre is now seeking a 
musician/producer to create professional tracks 
to accompany singers. This individual must be 
comfortable with pop and rock. Musical theatre 

would be a major asset. Must also be able to 
produce from 10 to 18 tracks in a timely manner 

under strict deadlines. Please contact Kami at 

619-6193 with a demo, Only accept mini disc 

and/or CD formats. 


NOW HIRING 


Business is expanding and needs 


24 high energy individuals to ey) 
the 80 we currently employ. 


2 shifts to choose from 
© 9-4:30 pm 
* 1:30-9:00 pm 


we pay by the hour and offer a 
company benefit plan. 
For Year Round Employment call: 


482-5867 


me improvement 


VIDEO SECURITY SYSTEMS 


Coast to Coast Video Technologies 
Call 451-3334 
www.ccyvt.ca 


hd A SS 


EVERY DAY: PROMOTING ACTION AGAINST RACISM AND 
INTOLERANCE Grant MacEwan College, 10700-104 Ave (497- 
$819) © Mar. 15-19 © Educational displays, video screenings 
(Skin Deep and Alien with follow up discussions), and contests 
throughout the week; Mar. 21 * Public commemoration with 
keynote lecture; Mar. 19 (naon-1pm) 


LET THEM EAT CAKE 3rd Space, 11516-103 St (47) aa. 
1586/420-1757) + Fundraiser presented by Northem Light 

Theatre featuring Urban Cake Dweller’s confectionery, a silent 
auction, live entertainment and surprise quest hosts « Mar. 13 
(8pm) * $25 © Tickets available at Northern Light Theatre, TIX 

‘on the Square 


ONE WORLD BEAT Sacred Heart School, 9624-108 Ave 
(420-1757/448-1505) * Presented by Change for Children 
Featuring featuring Bill Bourne, Pa joe, Paul Carroll, Wendy 
McNeill, Ben Sures, Le Fuzz, Global Voices Choir and others 
In conjunction with the Global Day of Action to End the 
Occupation in Iraq * All-ages event * Sat, Mar, 20 (7pm. 
Jam) * $10 (sliding scale, no one turned away for lack of 
funds) * Tickets available at TIX on the Square © All proceeds 
to Iragi Adopt-A-Town Project and Keep A Child Alive 
(HIV/AIDS relief organization) 


ST. PATRICK’S DAY EVENTS + The Sutton Place Hotel 
(439-9166) Grand Marshal's Charity Ball: irish dinner, enter: 


tainment, silent auction and dance; Fri, Mar. 12 (6pm); pro: . age, 


ceeds to the Youth Emergency Shelter Society * Whyte Ave, 
108 St and 103 St (439-9166) St. Patrick's Day Parade and 
Fun Run: Sun, Mar. 14 (1pm) * New Home Immigration 
and Settlement Centre 8-)02, Lower Level, 10010-107 A 
Ave (425-7869) Saint Patrick's Day Tea for new volunteers © 
Mar, 17 (11-1 or 4-6pm) 


SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE Horizon Stage (962-8995) * A 
Celebration of Aboriginal Talent: Display of sculpture, painting, 
jewellery, glass etching, moose-hide and clothing in the theatre 
lobby. Concert featuring ASANI (the Aboriginal Women’s Vocal 
Ensernble), the Kehewin Native Performance and Resource 
Network, Donny Gladue (singer/songwriter), Anna Marie Sewell 
(poet/playwright), The Red Nation Singers, and more * Sun, 
Mar. 14 (5:30-7pm) * $10 * Tickets available at the Horizon 
Stage box office 


home improvement 


FLOORING at 1/2 PRICE 
+CARPET +VINLY +CERAMIC TILE + LAMINATE 
NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENTS for 3 months 


MALHI CARPET & TILES 
3308-99 St (Parsons Rd) 


/m e! 
& SAVE. 24hr (780) 469-1188 


European Psychic 
well experienced 
Call 929-6911 


“PSYCHIC SABRINA” 
930-1738 (LOCAL) 
Palm, Tarot, Crystal Ball, Readings help in all prob- 
lems of lite. 30 yrs, experience. Open 9am-9pm 


pets for sale 


WORLD CLASS English Springer Spaniels, FTCH 
lines, health & disposition guar. Reg’d 
House reared, 1st shots, wormed, $550/ea. 
Ph 929-2953 


real estate 


FOR SALE BY OWNER. BEAUTIFUL 
Townhouse, 3-bedroom. New: laminated floor, 
carpet, kitchen counter, hotwater tank 
$106,900. 14616-54 St. 457-6932 


Stop paying your landlord’s mortgage! With a 
small downpayment, you can own your home 
for less than $500 per month, Call Trina @ 488- 
4010. Metro Horizon/GMAC Real Estate. 


Walk to the U of A 


This quaint little older 2-story house 
has loads of character and charm. 
Upgrades include windows, lino 
and carpets as well as a 
double car garage 
Near U of A and River Valley. 
Priced at $178,800. 

Call Murray Berg at Remax R.E.C 
438-7000 


TESOL Certified 5 days In-class 
Or Online Or By Correspondence. 


* All ages * No Experience * No D 
FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar: 


abbhkad 


Travel the World.. * 
Earn Great Money 


Tuesday @ 7 pm, 10762-82 ave. 
Upcoming Classes: 


Mar. 17-21; Apr. 21-25 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Dworkin hard 
or hardly Dworkin? 


Dear Andrea: 
I’m curious about your “no worries” 
®SFesponse to the woman concerned about 
possible damage from deep-throating. | 
understand that this would be mostly true, 
but | also remember Andrea Dworkin say- 
ing that her gravelly voice was the result of 
a deep-throat rape. Rather than a referen- 
dum on Dworkin— have my own ambiva- 
lence about her, but her account seemed 
totally credible to an experienced detector 
of propaganda—i’m interested in your 
take. I’m guessing the vast majority of your 
readers know the difference between rape 
and sex; my question is, if a guy gets too 
energetic in a (domination or not) deep- 
throat scenario, could there be damage? 
cam Love, Still Worried 
Dear Worried: 
I'm granting you the Least Hysterical 
Mention of Andrea Dworkin in a Sex 
Column Award, and it’s clear that you’re 
part of that majority of people who can 
tell the difference between sex and rape, 
but I’m still not going for it. You’re still 
extrapolating from one case, self-report- 
ed by the woman (bear with me here, 
you may be familiar with Dworkin but 
others may not) who made her name 
claiming that there isn’t any difference 
between heterosexual intercourse and 
rape. I'd be more inclined to believe just 
about anyone else on the planet, frankly, 

z before I'd take Dworkin’s word on any- 

“thing having to do with the penis as the 
cause of the suffering, humiliation or 
gravelly voices of women. 

Let’s say, though, just for argument, 
that she was damaged through some sort 
of throat rape. Okay. | suppose it’s just 
this side of possible. Vaginal rape rarely 
causes permanent physical injury, though 
anal rape certainly may. But we're not 
talking about rape, are we? Consensual 
sex very rarely leads to serious injury of 
any sort. Still, if ’m going to wam people 
that deep-throating can lead to serious or 
permanent injury then I’d have to do like- 
wise for everything else, including heavy 
petting and holding hands. 

“= Remember once again that we are 
discussing consensual sex, where the 
owner of the throat being penetrated has 
the power of refusal should things get 
unpleasant. Having something plunged 
repeatedly into your throat with sufficient 


*Education *Announcements 1! 


force to cause some sort of ripping or | 
bruising of the larynx (well beyond the 
reach of any penis I’ve ever seen, by the | 
way) would be wildly unpleasant. It | 
would be unacceptably, brutally unpleas- | 
ant, in fact, that the recipient of such | 
treatment would have expressed her | 
unwillingness to continue long before any | 
such damage could have occurred. | 

Love, Andrea 


Anus last words 


Dear Andrea: | 
In response to the question about anal sex | 
safety, from my understanding you have to 
make sure you don’t introduce any fecal 
matter into the vagina. E. coli belongs in 
the bowel but can cause serious problems 
in the vagina. Therefore when a couple 
decides to have anal sex, they shouldn’t go 
from vagina to anus and back to vagina. 
Unless, of course, they are cleaning the 
penis and area around the vagina. | 
You have a popular column in Vue | 
Weekly in Edmonton. | would sure hate | 
for this advice to cause some of our | 
younger population to get violently ill. 
Love, Be Careful in There! | 


Dear Careful: | 
Way to make me feel guilty, invoking | 
not just my Canadian readers, but my 
young and vulnerable Canadian readers. | 
Now | fee! terrible. 

Eh, not really. The truth is, you’re not | 
likely to get “violently ill” that way. While | 
it’s possible to get a violent, life-threaten- 
ing kidney infection, the worst thing 
that’s likely to happen is a violently red, | 
swollen and itchy vagina, and/or a vio- 
lently nasty-smelling discharge. And then 
you'd get some antibiotics and all would 
be well. It’s bacterial vaginosis, not Ebola. 
| certainly don’t wish vaginosis upon you | 
or my younger, more vulnerable or more | 
Canadian readers, but | don’t wish to | 
spread hysteria either. People have anal | 
sex all the time without spreading or 
spontaneously generating any sort of 
infection at all, and | can’t say that often 
enough without getting bored. 

| mentioned hygiene and using | 
condoms in the column in question | 
(and condoms are by far the most effi- 
cient way to keep a penis clean), but | 
okay. In case | wasn’t clear enough and | 
there’s any woman out there who has- | 
n’‘t been taught to wipe from front to 
back or anyone of any sex or gender 
who missed the memo about the icki- 
ness of dragging stuff from a bacteria- | 
ridden rectum to a nice clean vagina, 
here are your instructions: if you think 
you'll be going from anal intercourse 
to vaginal intercourse, use condoms, 
change them out between orifices and | 
be ever-vigilant against germs. 

Love, Andrea 0 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a | 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca 


1 *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 


I °Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 


°Up to 45 characters per line. 
1 


1 Phone 426-1 996 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 


Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 


*Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 
*Allow one space following punctuation. 


real estate 


STOP FORECLOSURE! Behind on payments? 
Don't let the bank ruin your credit! 
100% confidential. Call now 456-0143 


rocking for jesus 


| Looking for Radical, soldout to Jesus Christ musi- 


cians who would like to be in a cutting edge 
already established ministry. 439-5332. 


shared accommodation 


D-T & GMCC - 10340-121 St. Upscale home, 
unfurn. 1 bdrm. & loft avail. immed. $380-430 
mth. + util. 488-3370. 


———— 
Southside 4507-20 Ave. Lking for nice roommate to 
share cozy 2-bdrm apt. Close to amenities, bus. 
Avail. immed. $316.00/mon. Fem pref. 462-8628 


KT UPHOLSTERY: Upholstery for all styles of fur- 
niture: eels in custom design. Satisfaction 
guaranteed on all work. 486-4955. 


Get the BEST Film & TV Training!! 


L.A. Dir., Tom Logan, here in Edmonton, 
Mar. 26, 27 & 28, 2004, to teach 


TEEN and ADULT ef classes. 
To fegister call Mary-Lou (780)460-4607 or 
75-7022. Check out his website 


www.tomlogan.com or ACTRAcalgary.com 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City 
Lights Toastmasters! Meetings downtown every 
Tuesday at noon. Call John at 496-8324 for details. 


——————————— ee 
Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 
more. ayy workshops available—auditions to fol- 

low www.shar! -studios.com/workshops.htm 

Call 944-1686 


Functional Technique course (Introductory)— is 
for bodywork therapists who wish to hone their 
ability to tap into the patient's self-healing mech: 
anism and learn a highly effective approach to 
working with acute and deeply chronic condi- 
tions. Earns RMTs 12 CE credits, At Coast 
Terrace Inn, Fri, Mar. 19, 7-9pm; Sat, Mar. 20, 
9am-4pm; Sun., 21, 10am-3:30pm. Cost is 
$400.00. For info/to book a place, ph Howard 
Dieno DO (UK): (250) 385-9192, or e-m: 
hvdieno@shaw.ca or website: www.dieno.ca 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


oo a OT) 
MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 

Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981. 


Mac Alley Studios the home of live recording. 
5 great sounding rooms, excellent sight lines, 
tota. isolation. 

Call 420-6680 or 975-0545 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


THREE LINES 
FOR $10 


Have you been subject to abuse by a religion? 

Has a eRion icotinated, shamed or shunned 
you because of your sexual orientation or 

because you broke some silly rules? If so, then 

empower yourself with Self Excommunication 

Therapy? Available at Grenwood or Audrey's or 

online: s-ex-t.com 
“You can't fire me, I quit!” 


artist to artist 


FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE® FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? romningan acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Free 
ads run for four weeks depending on available 


ace. For more info please poate Glenys at 

426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m office@vue.ab.ca or 

drop it off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the 
Tuesday before publication. 


be Sy ee ee Se 
Nextfest is Jooking for emerging visa altits to 
val 


take part in t a “ 
www.attheroxy.com/nextfest/artists.php for info 
or call 453-2440, Don't miss your chance to be 
a part of Edmonton's most dynamic arts festival. 

Submission deadline is April 1, 2004. 


is year's 


—— 
The Alberta Foundtion for the Arts (AFA) slide 
submission: Artists (reside in-Alberta and not rep- 
resented in theAFA collection). Deadline: Apr. 
1. Info PH 427-9968. www.cd.gov.ab.ca 


Call for submissions! Photographs of Edmonton 
Edmonton Art ales 00 Years / 
100 Pictures exhibition. Deadline: Apr. 16. 
Info: 422-6223. 


if YOU have: 


¢ strong personal skills - 
+ experience or education in marketing or sales - 


+a desire to be the best at what you do - 


Then WE offer: 


* the best product - the best tools - 
and lastly, NOT working for another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your contributions matter, 


send your resume to: Attn: Rob Lightfoot. 


10303 108 St. Edm, AB, 15) 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 
or e-mail: <rob@vue.ab.ca> 
{NO phone calls, please) 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local 32 men. 


Try us for free! (780) 413-7144. 


Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


| kaclios FREE | 


Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


FIND FRIENDSHIP & ROMANCE 
Fern SOL AL re 
44-TALKS. 448-2557 


be TE Long distance charges may apply 


MARCH 11-17, 2004 
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HEV EDDIE! by GIDDAL: 


Always free for women! | 


xo laate)aicesakcw olelyi-c3allicme al-le. 


780-669-2323 
QUEST PERSONALS” access code: 6496 | 


J —E 
ww. cruiseline.ca 'o7.\ i Ra os i [e) Gore) | en : 
Enter FREE trial code 2315 OlUi sj[el—m mel antelaicelame-| |p 
75min Instant Membership: 1-900-677-4444 s2s/cail 1 -888-482-8282 


iB Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! OP assumes no liability when using this service. 18+. FM'2004. Certain restrictions may apply to all promotions. 


Gra De Vine 


» ERSONALS 


LMA 20000 CALLERS DAILY 


tight across Women Atways FREE: 
418-3636 


/ 
e FREE 2 Hour Trial for MEN: 
Canada Hour Trial for 


The GrapeVine Club Inc. does not prescreen callers. Free local Edmonton call. Must be 18+. 
Fun and confidential. Umit one free tial account per home phone numbers, 
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TSEOFFSPRING SPLINTER 


WARREN ZEVON 
THE OFFSPRING Splinter 3 AC/DC Back In Black AEROSMITH Greatest Hits I ALICE IN CHAINS Greatest Hits STEVE EARLE Just An American Boy VEE Inside Out: Keep Me In You 
Also By The Offspring: Also By AC/DC: Also By Aerosmith: Also By Alice In Chains: $9 Also By Steve Earle: Also By Warren Zevon: 
J Ixnay On The Hombre ........ a i Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap =o, U Get Your Viege.. aee = ER SABO PMCS assiaSisccssnstnnies.onsvenss > 6 f © Just An American meer O Life'll Kill ee Sd | 4° 
DP AMEFICAMA cesnssrnssonssonereen 542 High Voltage sen ciel saisacnaries cal J Di Q Jerusalem .. $1 4° Go My Ride’s Here . 


$ 33 : 
J Conspiracy OF One ......- 1 4 Q Highway To Hell. 


ii 
BEYONCE Dengemusiy In Love JOHNNY CASH Essential THE CLASH Essential LEONARD COHEN Fssetia BOB DYLAN Essential © INCUBUS Crow Left Of The Murder 
By Destiny's Child: éqngo Also By Johnny Cash: $a99 Also By The Clash: sa82 Also By Leonard Cohen: Also By Bob Dylan: $q.99 Also By Incubus: $aQs9 | 
CD Destiny's Child .........r-ceressensene 9 @ At Folsom Prison 2 Clash (UK Version) .... Songs Of leonard Cohen.......-+01« Cr Freewheelin’ .resscsscrsssssseseseeesere 3 O Moming View i 
TD SUIVIVOE ..cssssesssessnsers sg° CO Giant Hits .......sssessnsne © Clash (US Version) ..... CD Futuire.....:seecesosse CQ Nashville Skytine...... P OSCLENCE.. 
This Is Th sg* S i sg* c 
SD This Is The Remix....coseesssssss At San Quentin ...sssvsvossssseese , 2 Combat Rock O Blonde On Blonde... a Make Yourself... 
AMANDA MARSHALL 
atte 
- Ne aan ae 
a 
To i 1“) = | 
KORN Take A Look In The Mirror AMANDA MARSHALL = JOHN MAYER Heavier Things  § OASIS Morning Glory © 02ZZY OSBOURNE Essential 
Intermission: The Singles Collection fl 
Also By Korn: Also By Amanda Marshall: Also By John Mayer: © Also By Oasis: Also By Ozzy Osbourne: 
4 Follow The Leader............ eins CF Amanda Marshall ........svssve++ a? SJ Inside Wants Out ee Be Be Here NOW o..cssssssssssecosossonnse : |G Bark At The MOOM...csresersrtne : 9° ae) CLUMSY cv csscsscosenneenearerevuntos ny sg*° 
2 eee ae 3g Q Tuesday's Child......... i ee DD Room For Squares .....:.scsese $42°° » © Definitely Maybe ...... ©) Blizzard OF Oz 
_) Untouchables 3 1 4° © Everybody's Got A Story ...... 4 4° — Any Given Ue (200). al y 4 su Heathen Cemsiye: Diary OF FA Madman . 
me RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE 
. pies er ear sest Tet FUT : 
“ - : 
PEARL JAM Lost Dogs ata i MACHINE SANTANA Essential SIMON & GARFUNKEL Essential BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN Essential fH STEVIE RAY VAUGHAN Essential | 
ive e Grand Olympia ‘ : : 
Also By Pearl Jam: Also By Rage Against The Machine: Also By Santana: Also By Simon & Garfunkel; Also By Bruce Springsteen: Also By Stevie Ray Vaughan: 
> " $qas é 
a 9 “Bate OF Los Angeles... N22? pO Abra... ‘ee Se ees © etn om Asuy Pak ..°@B°S HM a Cour Stand The Water... D> 
oh = Rage Against The Machine...” Wate” O Caravanserai © Bridge Over Troubled Waters O Neat witsinndilintnnn. Dee ED Teles Randers 
oi Riot Act .. Rea $g* 1 Welcome © Sounds Of Silence, .nsrnsrnnun 
ail Downtown Edmonton: 16232 306th Street 424-6000 fe Faiahiion South: 311 


ADVERTISING ACCURACY: We cim for ne uimos! occzocy in our edvertsing, bul Ihe occasional enor con deck Arty enor willbe comecied as soon os its recognized and customers pur 
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